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USQVARNA | 


ASKS FOR 
PENNZOIL 


That’s right, Team Husqvarna Motocross and Desert riders ask for 
and rely on Pennzoil 2-Stroke Motorcycle Oil. Any knowl- 
edgeable rider knows how important oil is. Without a quality 
oil, engine friction and heat will soon put you on the sidelines. 
Pennzoil Motorcycle Oils, made from 100% pure Pennsylvania grade 
crude oil, are tough, clean burning and stand up under the gruel- 
ing strains of hard riding. Ask Team Husqvarna Motocross rider 
Bob Grossi or Team Husqvarna Desert rider Rolf Tibblin what oil 


they use . . . it’s Pennzoil 2-Stroke Motorcycle Oil. If you're in- 
terested in being there at the finish, take a tip from Team Husq- 
varna ... ask for Pennzoil. Its exclusive hydro-cracked base oil 


assures cleanliness and engine response at any RPM. Pennzoil is 

free flowing for injector use, has superior lubricity, extreme oili- 
ness for extra clinging power on hot surfaces, exceptionally high 
viscosity index and an exclusive additive that provides extended 


engine life. 


PENNZOIL COMPANY 


Oil City, Pennsylvania 
Western Headquarters 
Los Angeles, California 


Bob Grossi 
Team Husqvarna 
Motocross 
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By RICK SIEMAN 


LET'S MAKE A DEAL- AMA STYLE 


Editors note: The following is 
cheap journalism and should be 
viewed as such, even though it’s 
painfully accurate. 

QUIET - QUIET - QUIET ON 
THE SET PLEASE. It’s time to play 
American Motorcycling’s FunGame, 
LET’S MAKE AN AMA DEAL, star- 
ring your favorite and mine, Ruuuu- 
uuusssssss April! Let’s hear it for 
Russ, ladies and gentlemen!!!!! 

(ASSORTED CLAPPING FROM 
AUDIENCE) 

Thank you, thank you very much, 
ladeez and gents. Gosh, lemme tell 
you how great it is to be here today. 
Hey, hey e s a wonder I could make 
it at all — ya see, my plane from the 
Swiss bank almost missed me at the 
airport in Zurich. 

(CHUCKLES FROM ATTEN- 
TIVE AUDIENCE) 

Thank you, thank you, thank you 
for the laffs. We got a million of ’°em 
right here on the old AMA network. 
Speaking of laffs, how’s about a hand 
for my old sidekick Greg Mosey, the 
insurance specialist? Greg? Stand up 
for the folks, willya? 

(RUSS LOOKS AROUND THE 
STUDIO QUIZZICALLY) 

Whattzat? Hes all tied up with 
some underground insurance poli- 
cies, ya say? 

(THERE IS A DEEP ROAR 
FROM AUDIENCE) ) 

Say folks, now you know why they 
call him “Fingers,” eh? 
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(AUDIENCE IS CONVULSED 
—MANY GUFFAWS) 

They love ya Greg, they love ya. 
Say folks, before we get on with 
LETS MAKE AN AMA DEAL, 
how’s about a hand for our band? 
Guys? Stand up and wave to our 
AMA members in the audience. 
From left to right: The gent on the 
left with the bright green mask cov- 
ering his features is in charge of rip- 
ping off the riders’ benevolent fund; 
well call him Mister X. X? Wave 
a hand. And on drums, with the 
black socks and phony mustache, we 
have Mister Z. Hes in charge of 
liaison with supposedly outside com- 
panies that are supplying the AMA 
offices with overpriced goods. And 
on the far right, playing ie musical 
adding machine, is Mister Y, the in- 
surance juggler. This guy is special 
in our hearts. He’s the genius who 
invented the thousand-dollar deduc- 
tible that we got the big kickback 
on some time back. How’s about a 
your people: the guys who rales 
the music at AMA. 

(CLAP, CLAP, CLAPPITY CLAP 
— FROM THE AUDIENCE) 

Alrighty now, it’s time to play 
LET’S MAKE AN AMA DEAL. You 
know how we play our game, but 
let’s go over the rules quickly for 
any new members who may have 
joined recently. They go like this: 


Cont'd. on page 97 


HOOK IT LIKE A DIRTY DOG 
. HERE'S HOW 


Don’t ask a friend, or the guy who came in behind 
you. Learn from the experts. 
Get HOW TO WIN AT RACING by the editors of 
DIRT BIKE Magazine. Find out how to get started, 
ride the sand, over rocks, passing, sliding, water 
hazards, and jumping. How to get in shape and stay 
in shape. What bike for which race. How to get 
sponsored. And much much more information 
every winner knows. Lotsa pictures and easy to 
follow instructions and suggestions. Get with the 
winners, get “HOW TO WIN AT RACING” 

Only $5.00 per copy, plus 

50¢ per copy for postage 

and handling. 


‘HOW TO WIN AT RACING! 


y Box 317, Encino, Calif. 


[Please send me copy(ies) of 


Rhe HOW TO WIN AT RACING book. 
BEnciosed is my check (or money order) 


kor $ 
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WORLD MX 
CHAMPION © 
FOUR YEARS 


1970, Joel Robert, 250 Champion. 1971, Joel Robert, 250 Champion, Roger DeCoster, 500 Champion. 
1972, Joel Robert, 250 Champion, Roger DeCoster, 500 Champion. 1973, Roger DeCoster, 500 Champion. 


What kind of bike do you ride? 
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Zeil Motocrüss 


You’ve got everything else to- 
gether. Good bike and perfect tune. 
Lots of practice and big knobbies. 
Super technique and race savvy. 
You're in motion before the starter 
knows he moved his hand. You can 
dive under a squid in the first turn 
and unbuckle his Big Johns with 
your free hand. You can berm shot, 
cross up and hook it with the best 
around. Your mind, body and bike 
are one. Youre a ground-devouring, 
berm-smashing, wild dervish. 

But the best you can do on Sunday 
is a lousy fourth! 

You need that elusive one percent 
to turn you into a first-class trophy 
hog. 

Have you tried yelling? 

Hold it; stop laughing. This is 
serious. In the mysterious Orient, 
where most of our motorcycles come 
from, they don’t ignore the psychic 
components of competition. No, the 
Far East is not all transistors, imita- 
tion Zippo lighters and spiffy two- 
strokers. They are also into some 
mental stuff that makes the Rosicru- 
cians look like civil engineers. And 
by that, I mean Zen! 

Surely you know about Kung Fu. 
And you've heard of Zen Archery. 
Well, there’s more over there than 
meets the eye. Why do you think 
the top factory riders go to Japan 
to trainP Zen Motocross is why. 

Those boys bolt down their last 
Burger King gut-bomb, JAL to To- 
kyo, and cea are whisked away to 
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an inaccessible mountain retreat 
There they live on a strict regimen 
of natural foods, heavy meditation, 
and Zen teachings. A blind master 
of the discipline is assigned to each 
group, and their training is placed 
in his strong, but gentle, hands. 

They rise before first light each 
morning and pad barefoot down an- 
cient stone paths to a dark grotto. 
Until the blind master addresses 
them, they are required to concen- 
trate on the sound of a distant water- 
fall. When they have reached the 
proper state of tranquillity, the mas- 
ter has them meditate to increase 
their Zen Motocross awareness. He 
uses the traditional teaching forms, 
asking them questions like, “What 
is the sound of one piston slapping?” 
“How is the vital life-force com- 
pressed in the crankcase?” “What is 
the meaning of a knobby tire?” “Ts 
this the vear of the crank?” 

After meditation comes breakfast, 
a simple fare of bamboo shoots and 
egg drop soup. Then exercises, the 
classical ones which coordinate mind 
and eye, body and soul. The young 
motocrossers practice such esoterica 
as gripping, clenching, hanging, 
stomping, leaning, lifting, breathing 
and, of course, velling. These are not 
crude, unsophisticated Western mus- 
cle exercises. While performing 
these tonics, our heroes must also 
sharpen their mental processes. For 
example, while doing a curl with 125 
pounds on the bar, they must think 
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HONDA ELSINORE: THRASHED. CRASHED, BASED 


EXCLUSIVE FIRST TEST! 250 HUSKY 6-SPEED 


Lill 


« FOUL MOUTHS, ly 


; FRESH DUDS 


They're back issues but they'll never be 
dated. The concise detailed information on 
products and performance are just as per- 
tinent today as the day they were written. 
Available in limited quantities. Don’t miss 


' D071 o Nov.71 o Jan. 72 
H 400 Night Fastest 
i Shootout Motocross Dirt Bikes 
' © Feb.72 o Mar.72 © April 72 
i Girling Troubleshoot Go 
' shocks your bike downhill 
' D May72 O June72 O July 72 
i Get in Cornering How to 
j shape crash 
' D Aug. 72 O Sept. 72 © Nov. 72 
i Sand Break in Trail 
! riding riding 
{ ODec.72 oO Jan.73 O Feb. 73 
! Husky 125 2 stroke oils Jetting 
secrets 
O Mar. 73 O April 73 O May 73 
How pros Kawasaki 250 Enduro 
maintain bikes 250 test shootout 
o June 73 o July 73 
Block 250 Husky o Aug. 13 
passing 6-speed 


i Check issue desired. Enclose check or money 
' order for 75¢ per issue, plus 25¢ per issue 
i for postage and handling. D-312 
1 DIRT BIKE Magazine 

Back Issues Dept. 


Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 
Name - ee 
Address 
City 
State Zip 


O Sept. 73 


ALL 
NEW 


for 
1973 


‘World's Largest Mail 
Order Catalog Ever! 


—SPECIALS— 


Heavy duty impact drivers 
complete with 4 bits 
and metal storage case .... only 7.95 


CPU M-X Boots only 49.95 
Full Bore M-X Boots only 64.95 
.... (and up) only 24.95 
(and up) only 24.95 
(and up) only 19.95 
only 5.95 


Full Bore tires 
Mikuni Carbs 
Reed Valves 
Preston Petty Fenders 


Why shop several companies? When CPU has 
it all. Over $200,000.00 inventory. Just send 
$3.00 for the most complete catalog ever. 
Save $$$—— Same day service. Over 225 
pages. Over 10,000 items. Fully illustrated. 
Send to... 


CYCLE PARTS UNLIMITED INC. 
DEPARTMENT DB 
1623 EAST DOUGLAS 
WICHITA, KANSAS 67211 


Orders on all merchandise shipped same 
day received. 


CYCLE PARTS HAS IT ALL! 


Zen. Motocross. They concentrate 
on the ethereal essence of pre-mix 
or the ineffable qualities of titanium. 

After these classes everyone breaks 
for lunch, either raw fish or squid. 

More meditation follows and then 
motocross practice begins. 

The afternoon period is subdivid- 
ed into various subjects: Traction 
and Will Power, Breath and Throttle 
Control, Trans Touching, Dirt Per- 
ception, and so on. 

As the factory riders become more 
proficient, they move on to advanced 
topics like Sensing Molecular Stretch 
in Surgical Starting Rubber, or Levi- 
tation, or Water Walking. 

Each day closes with a meal of 
dried fruit and an informal, but dig- 
nified service where castor oil is 
burned before an altar. . 

Naturally I've been sworn to se- 
crecy and can’t reveal all that goes 
on in these training schools, but they 
make Rolf Tibblin’s classes look 
about as strenuous as Sesame Street. 

There is, however, one technique 
they teach that has become common 
knowledge in the western world 
along with acupuncture and the 
game of Go. This is yelling. Stop and 
appreciate the subtlety of this moto- 


Our CURVES build power 
T&M silenced expansion chambers are 
computer designed, dyno tuned and 


race tested to help obtain maximum 
horsepower for your particular bike. 


Performance proven, quality built, 
T&M offers you the best in power 
curves. 

For more 
dealer or write; 


information, see your 


T&M Engineering 
2110 E. McFadden Ave., Suite #E 
Santa Ana, California 92705 
(714) 541-4880 


Jacwal Corp. 
6337 Manchester Blvd. 
Buena Park, California 90602 
(714) 523-7660 


Accessories South 
98 Highway 17-92 
Debary, Florida 32713 
(305) 668-6051 
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1.9 motorcycles 
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with all that motorcycle 
experience over 


43.5% of these 
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MORE than they 
expected... 
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Get more facts from 
the HODAKA STORY 
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Get "The Hodaka Story" and the address | 
of your nearest dealer. Send 25c to 

HODAKA MOTORCYCLES, Suite 1173 1273 | 
Sherman Road, Athena, Oregon 97813. | 
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cross aid. You’ve seen Bruce Lee in 
The Five Phalanges of Destruction. 
He springs 20 feet into the air, shouts 
“Hiz-zah!”, and shatters the collar- 
bones of 14 Hong Kong heavies. No- 
body can do that with their feet! It’s 
the yelling that does it. 

Imagine applying this technique 
to motocross. 

Picture it. You're in sixth place on 
the third lap. In your heart you know 
that you should be in front of that 
Maico. But you just can’t get around 
it and time is running out. So you 
drop back, wait for that tight right, 
and then storm down on him as he 
sets up for the corner. You're going 
three times faster, heading straight 
for him, screaming your lungs out. 
Naturally he turns his head, sees you, 
craps, and drives off the course. 
Now all you need do is slow down 
and get around the corner. 

Passing isn’t the only application. 
The science of breath allows you to 
concentrate all your strength. You 
can use the same principle weight 
lifters do to straighten your scooter 


hie STOPS LEAKS 


maummo 


PRO-TECH PRODUCTS CO. 
620 E. Walnut, Fullerton, CA 92631 • (714) 525-4796 


PRO-TECH FUEL TANK SEALANT 


DOES MORE THAN 
STOP LEAKS 


@ PRO-TECH prevents rust & scaling 

e PRO-TECH prevents new leaks 

e PRO-TECH is EASY, QUICK, SAFE & 
ECONOMICAL to use 

e IT’S FULLY GUARANTEED! 

PRO-TECH FUEL TANK SEALANT does 

seal leaks in your gas tank, but it 

does more ...a lot more. 


Available at your local motorcycle 
dealer, or write for details. 

(PRO-TECH FUEL TANK SEALANT is not 
a gasoline additive.) 


ees 1974 PANTHER" 


ELATK SHADOW 175 MOTORCYCLE 


AVAILABLE NOW...FOR 
TOWN:TRAIL-ENDURO 


175 CC WITH OIL INJECTION — 
5-SPEED GEAR BOX. 


Also Exclusive Franchise Opportunities for 


out in a hairy corner, or pull the 
front wheel up in mid-air, or really 
stuff it into a berm. 

Starting is easier with vocal power 
too, as long as you can generate 
more noise than the bikes around 
vou. The starter has his hand on the 


release, everyone is tense with wait- 
ing, concentrating on their line 
through the first corner. Suddenly, 
just as the gate flops, you yell — 
LOUD! Everyone turns to look, but 
youre already in the first corner, 
laughing. Neat, huh? 

Think about the many ways you 
can express your personality by 
shouting. You can paint your bike 
dark blue, get leathers and helmet 
to match, put your name and a 
beady-eyed bird on your jersey. Then 
when you banzai the troops, you can 
shout “Hawk-a-a-A!” just like vour 
old comic book hero. : 

Or you might be tearing down 
the straight screaming “SHAZAM,” 
meaning “the steam of Suzuki, the 
horses of Honda, the agility of AJS, 
the zap of Zundapp, the arrogance 
of Allstate, the might of Maico!” 

“Up, up, and away? works on 
jumps. “Geronimo” on downhills. 
“Ker-r-ist” when you need divine 
intervention. But use your imagina- 
tion; there’s something appropriate 
for every situation or motorsickle. 
Bultaco riders, for example, should 
be required to yell warnings when 
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1. The Zipper Six Day pone: 50 
(Approx. dimensions 8” X 41/2” 

3”) Zippered pouch heavy ie 
vinyl handle bar bag featuring — 


zippered pouch — Velcro attached & 


flap — nylon straps (with metal 
buckle) bar stitched to reinforced 
section of bag — full canvas lining 


— attached full circle racing tie down strap. Available in black, red, blue, orange. 

2. Route Sheet Holder—$9.95 Steel case route sheet holder with removable, gasketed, 
plexiglass, full vision cover. Complete with resiliant handle bar clamps. 

3. Clock Holder—$9.95 212” diam. clock holder. Fits standard pocket watch, constructed 
of heavy P.V.C. plastic with flat plexiglass lenses, foam clock bed, necessary gaskets 


& resiliant handle bar clamps. 
4. Lever Covers—$1.75 


Heavy black vinyl full coverage covers (slip over cable & snap around lever). 
5. Cable Tie Downs—10 for $1.00 White Nylon 6” long ties. 
6. Stickers—50c each or $5.00 a dozen 


—AlIl prices post paid in U.S.A. 3rd class mail —Texas residents add 5%—10% extra in Canada 


—All Items Guaranteed 3 months— 


rrr rrr 


Distributors and Dealers Available. 


PANTHER MOTORCYCLE DIV. 
KAWASHO 


1543 WEST OLYMPIC BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA. 90015, (213) 386-6822 


Dave Meers WHE END URO RIDER 


THE ENDURO RIDER DAVE MEERS CO., Dept. D P.O. Box 5352 Irving, TX 75062 


INTERNATIONAL 
TLX 67-7515 


driving into a corner backwards. 
Sachs riders might say something 
pithy while shifting. Suzuki Cyclone 
owners can shout their blood types. 

What you say should reflect your 


exclaiming “Uh-h-oof!” after jumps. 
Or “Hey, your drain plug’s gone” 
if you're ever run over. Or try some- 
thing polite if you perform the run- 
ning over. Yes, yelling opens the 


warfare possibilities. You can learn 
to mimic detonation and scare Yam- 
aha SC500 riders. Or if you have a 
real set of lungs, you can imitate a 
crushed CZ low pipe and destroy 


that riders mind. In either case, 
theyll spend enough time staring 
down for you to whiz on by. 

There are also invocations ad- 
dressed to various deities that can 
come in handy. Like when you're 
rushing at a monster bike-burying 
berm and realize that the brakes are 
gone. At that point, you must call 
on Fork, the god of suspension. Just 
as you hit, cry “Fork it!” Or if, as 
you near the crest of a jump, you 
hear the engine start to sing because 
the trans popped out of gear, you 
may say “Oh Shift!” Maybe the tran- 
ny ‘god will hear you and save you 
from certain doom. 

Seriously, try yelling; it works. But 
forget the idea of deafening your 
opponents. Most motocrossers can’t 
hear anything quieter than 92 db 
anyway. In case you've forgotten 
where that is on the scale, it’s about 
the equivalent of a train wreck or 
the noise Super Hunky makes when 
he opens his ` pizza and finds that it’s 
not pepperoni, but sauerkraut nipple 


riding style. You might be given to door for all kinds of psychological 


help 


from Casler 
Performance Products 


CASLER AIR FILTERS 

Quality Products for the rider who 
KNOWS the difference. Get HELP 
now, dirt and dust are choking your 


engine. Get the cleanest air for 

the most horsepower. Avoid power 
loss and costly repairs from grinding 
dirt. Casler high performance filters 
keep working, even when caked 
with grime. More HELP for you 
from Casler Motorcycle 
Accessories. 


1031 W. BROOKS STREET 
ONTARIO, CALIF. 91762 ° (714) 986-4537 


A COMPLETE LINE OF 
RACING PRODUCTS FOR RIDERS 
WHO TAKE THEIR 
SPORT SERIOUSLY 


RACING PRODUCTS 


GOLD MEDAL PRODUCTS — All 

Gold Medal products are developed, 

tested and used by Malcolm Smith! 

Competition Boots — Aluminum J Bars — Jersey’s — Socks — Leathers 

— Goggles — Leather Tool Bags — For the Rider that cares — Wearing 
apparel available in complete range of children’s and adult sizes. 


Malcolm Smith is also one of the largest nationwide distributors for: K & N Products — 
Hooker-Casler — Akront — Girling — Skyway — Filtron — Petty Products — Champion 
— Magura — Impac — Barum — Trelleborg — Cheng-Shin — Cibie Lights — D & H 
Reed Values — and many more!! Write for all new 1974 catalog filled with the finest 
racing products available — $1.00. With each catalog ordered Malcolm will send you a 


$2.00 full color action poster plus 2 decals — FREE! 


MALCOLM SMITH 
DISTRIBUTING 


DEALER & MALCOLM SMITH 


DISTRIBUTOR 
INQUIRIES RACING PRODUCTS 2 


INVITED P.O. BOX 1086, RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 92502 (714) 686-1006 


10 DIRT BIKE 


As you know, the immense DIRT 
BIKE research and development 
budget has financed many glamorous 
fiascos in the past: the lightning- 
fast Kawasaki wonder-machine, the 
inimitable DT-1 Yamaha, et al. Now 
I, as a member of the distinguished 
DB staff, have decided to undertake 
my own personal project. 

The reason, you ask? Not because 
I can’t think of anything better to 
do (like in the case of the DT-1). 


off 

And not because we are having a 
masochistic trauma (like in the case 
of the Kawasaki). The excu 
reason for embarking on this little 
escapade is my own tidal wave of 
uncontrollably frenzied frustration at 
not being able to buy the kind of 
bike I want! 

Actually, buying a dirt bike is one 
of the most grandiose bummers in 
life. They all look so shiny-spiffy 
when theyre lounging around the 


GENUINE P.M.C. UNBREAKABLE GAS TANKS— Easy center bolt mount fits most 
bikes — lower your weight by as much as 6 Ibs. and lower your center of grav- 
ity at the same time. Used by many of the biggest names in American Motocross, 


P.M.C. UNBREAKABLE NUMBER PLATES — 3 plates & 
mounting ties in Red, White, Yellow, Black or Green — 3.98 


NUMBERS in Black or White, 25¢ each 
(2” Letters A - Z — 30¢ each) 

TANK MOUNTING KIT — $2.98 

VENTED GAS CAP in Chrome or Black Satin; 


CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT: 2.8 GAL. MAICO TANK, 
(MODEL 280) Available in standard Maico Yellow, Orange, 
and Red. All other Models available in Red, White, Blue, 
Yellow, Silver, or CZ Orange; 1.75 GAŁ~MX (MODEL 175); 
3 GAL. ENDURO (MODEL 300);/ 1.5 GAL. COMPETITION 
(MODEL 150); 3.2 GAL. DESERT (MODEL 350); $29.95 


Send $1.00 for MOMS Super, Big Catalog of Competition Products (Add 50¢, we'll send it Air Mail) 


Please order on separate sheet of paper, list items. followed by size, color, and 
model. Include check or M.O. for total or send 50% deposit, balance and postage C.0.D. 
(Calif. residents add 5%. Don't forget your name, address and Zip Code. Send to: 


M oO MS 
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P. 0. BOX 5001 — GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA 91201 


WE MAIL ORDER 


Motorcycles 
Parts 
Accessories 


JAWA-CZ-KAWASAKI 


ORDER YOUR CZ 
From The No. 1 U.S. 


CZ Dealer In 1972 


FREE TRANSISTOR 
IGNITION 


Buy Your New CZ 
Already Set Up 
With Special Goodies 


FREE SHIPPING 


By truck anywhere in the 


USA serviced by 
commercial carriers. 


907% DISCOUNT 


On Extras Send For 
Details On Super Package 
Deal with The Purchase 


Of A New © 


JAWA DT500 SPEEDWAY 


Buy Your Speedway Bike 
Already Equipped with 22” 
Rear Wheel and Desired 
Gearing At No Extra Charge! 
Call Or Write For 
Information. This offer for a 
limited time only. 


SOUTH BAY SPECIALS 


For Most Makes Of Bikes 
*Sunburst Heads 
*Teflon Control Cables 
*Plastic Fuel Tanks 
* Unbreakable Plastic 
Fenders-like Originals 
*Reed Valve Units 
*Mikuni And Bing 
Carburetors 
*Barum Motocross 
Desert, and Trials Tires 
* Alloy Skid Plates 
*Motocross Handlebars 
*Genuine CZ Chain 
Used by Factory Teams 
*Quality Pigskin 
Gloves 
*Racing Jerseys 


WRITE FOR 2001 

FREE BROCHURE Artesia Blvd. 

Redondo 
Beach, 
Calif. 
90278 


A m m o < O Io -o <r = COM 


“Accessories 


For Dirt Bikes” 
(213) 379-3344 
(213) 772-1647 
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such as the Honda Elsinore, but 
these are invariably scooters that I 
personally don’t get along with. At 
all. 

What am I gonna do? Merely 
combine the best components of 
each of the scooters I have ridden. 
Clever, eh? 

Are you ready for . 
chassis married to a Suzuki 


dealer’s showroom, but you just 
know that each and every one of 
them has a multitude of faults. Some 
have several multitudes. The bikes 
that are more or less hassle-free 
don’t seem to get it on at the track, 
and the ones that are faster than 
hummingbirds’ wings are about as 
sturdy. 
Granted, 


SPØKE TIES 


“Don’t rust, don’t stretch, don’t draw blood” DIRT BIKE, August ’73. 

Add strength and stability to your wheels. 

For the serious rider who demands the strongest and most secure method of safety wiring. 
Don’t let broken spokes spoil the works. 

Try SPOKE TIES and eliminate spoke damage. 


A SPOKE TIE Kit contains a hundred SPOKE TIES and a nifty wiring tool. 
Send $2.50 plus 50¢ postage and handling 


Made exclusively by St. Louis Wire Tie Mfg. Co. Dept. 1273 
1712 Macklind Ave., St. Louis, Missouri 63110 
Attention: Mike Kaufmann 


. a Maico 


there are exceptions, 400 


Please send me SPOKE TIE Kit(s) 
Enclosed is my check/MO for 
Name 
Address 
City 


BOX A, BONITA, CALIFORNIA 92002 For Super Fast Detuery, gue us a call Phone (714) 479-9896 


TO ORDER: Please indicate quantity and size next to colors desired. 
The popular broad-striped racing jerseys in 100% cotton — colorful, tough and a size 
for everyone. Wear ‘em anywhere, on or off the bike. 
STRIPES!! SOLIDS!! 
y- Size Qty. Size 


Un Collect 


Royal Blue 
Emerald Green 
Red 

Yellow 


Kids’ Jersey sizes 24, 28, 32 
$12.95 

Adult Jersey sizes 36, 40, 44 
$15.95 


Lime Green (Kaw.) & White 
Yellow & Royal Blue 
Orange & Black 
Red, White & Blue 
Emerald Green & Yellow 
Yellow & Red 
Steel (light) Blue & Maroon 
Steel (light) Blue & Royal Blue 
Kids’ Jersey sizes 24, 28, 32 — $15.95 
Adult Jersey sizes 36, 40, 44 — $18.95 


California residents 
add 5% Sales Tax. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 


Name 


Phone ( ) 


Address 
City 
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motor? 

Think about it. There’s no way 
that motor can break. And fast? 
Whoa! No comments from the pea- 
nut gallery about the rest of the 
Suzuki. 

And the only people who refute 
the Maico’s handling manners are 
those who have never “experienced it. 
The Germans have their chassis re- 
fined, no doubt about it. 

I am already the joyous owner of 
a $300 Maico. Naturally, it’s not ex- 
actly in what you would call “ prime” 
condition, but the frame and 
well, the frame at least is in abso- 
lutely perfect shape. If nothing else 
is. Now all I need is a good 400 
Suzuki to wed to it. 

Of course this means IIl have a 
Suzuki left over without an engine. 
Hmmm. Put the Maico motor in it? 
Now that would be a truly exciting 
combination! But no, the perfect mo- 
tor for the Suzuki chassis can only 
be something that complements its 
personality to the letter. 

Aha! The Minnarelli 43cc “Super- 
Torque”! Think of it! The fearsome 
Suzy would at last be controllable! 

But if I bought a Minnarelli and 
took out the engine I'd have a Minny 


Contd. on page 102 


DIRT BIKE 


ALLOY PRODUCTS 


WORKS ALLOY GAS TANK 
1.6 GAL. AS USED BY FACTORY RIDERS 
$69.95 
SLIMLINE ALLOY TANK 
RUBBER MTG. PERFECT FIT, TRICK 
1.6 GAL. 2.4 GAL. 3.0 GAL. 


$49.95 $54.95 $59.95 

WORKS ALUMINUM CHAINGUIDE 

IMPROVED OVER FACTORY GUIDE, STRONG! 
$18.95 


WORKS ALUMINUM BRAKEPEDAL 


IMPROVED FOUR WAYS OVER FACTORY PEDAL 
USE ONLY WITH 400 MAG COVER 


$15.95 
ALLOY FOLDING FOOTPEGS 
LIGHT — SELF CLEANING — 45° FOLDUP 
$16.95 
ALLOY REAR SPROCKETS 
SAVE 2 LBS. 48T-65TOOTH FOR 1970 ON MX 
$15.95 
ALLOY AIR BOX 
LATE NARROW STYLE ONLY 
$19.95 
WORKS ALUMINUM SWINGARM 
$79.95 


SILENCED CHAMBERS 


WHEELSMITH QUALITY—TRIPLE THICK AT MTG. 
GUSSETED BRACKETS. SUPER STRONG! POWER! 
SPECIFY 250-400. LOW-UPSWEPT—TORQUE 
ADD $1.50 OR RPM OHIO RESIDENTS 
SHIPPING ADD 4⁄2% 
PER ORDER $59.95 SALES TAX 


HONDA OF PIQUA 


SOUTH MAIN ST., PIQUA, OHIO 45356 
TEL. (513) 773-8034 9:30-6:30 DAILY 


QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM 


Replacement 


Seat Cover 


Made of high grade naugahyde for maximum durability and 
stitched together by super strong nylon thread. Easily 
installed in about 15 minutes by using a 1/8"' draw cord, 
thereby eliminating the use of metal prongs. Sizes to fit 
most models of motorcycles are now available in black 
only. 


Retail price $8.45 to $15.45 


WRITE FOR OUR LATEST CATALOG 


MARCO TELE Corp. 


P.O. BOX 891 
EL SEGUNDO, CALIF. 90245 
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PRESTON 
PETTY 


Address all technical and riding skill 
questions to Ask the Expert, DIRT BIKE 
Magazine, Box 317, Encino, California 
91316. All letters are subject to editing to 
present just the facts, Ma'am. Personal 
replies are nigh well impossible because 
of the volume of mail received. Letters 
are chosen for this column according to 
their general interest, importance, and 
whether or not an answer does exist. 


DO BULTACOS BRAKE? 
I have been riding a Bultaco Al- 
pina 250 Enduro machine for the 
past six months and find it impos- 
sible to use the rear brakes after a 
stream crossing. Is there any set of 
replacement brakes available for my 
machine that will at least give some 
semblance of stopping power? Please 
answer as my life is in danger! 
Greg Wedemeyer 
Oakton, Virginia 


I am familiar with the pucker 
power generated when you discover 
you have no brakes after a stream 
crossing. Virtually every machine 
experiences some stopping difficulty 
when the brakes get wet (at least 
controlled stopping is difficult). I al- 
ways make sure right after departing 
a stream that I ride with the front 
and rear wheel brakes pulled on, un- 
til they generate up enough heat to 
evaporate the water from the lin- 
ings. Then you got ‘em when you 
need em. 


now 
available 


fers Guide 


THE NEW DIRT BIKES: RACERS. AND ENDUROS 


nick STU 
THE Tiere TO FIND I 


Tests. oi, 
PRODUCT THO RODITIVES. oog 
MONTO BUY A NEW DIRT BIKI 


i KiS 
USED DIMERS AND BUYERS 


At last. A one volume, easy reference 
Buyers Guide to dirt bike equipment, 
accessories and services. 144 pages of 
information with many pages of color 
photos. A manual that off the road 
riders will refer to year round. The first 
Dirt Bike Buyers Guide by the editors of 
Dirt Bike Magazine is the result of many 
hours of product evaluation and strin- 
gent testing by the Dirt Bike staff. Dirt 
Bike tells it like it is with emphasis on 
the straight facts and figures on dirt 
bike equipment and accessories. 


Deaters inquiries invited. 


0-312 


i + 
DIRT BIKE BUYERS GUIDE l 
Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 i 

l Please rush copies of the ] 

I Dirt Bike Buyers Guide. Enclosed is | 

|| $2.00 plus 25¢ postage and handling | 

| for each copy. l 

| 

| Name - 

i Address ] 

City 

| State Zip l 

I | 

| | 

| l 

al 


r 
Í 
l 
l 
| 
I 
| 
l 
l 
l 
| 
l 
| 
| 
I 
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FREE Home ess 

Guaranteed Unbreakable 

i Ji $9.95 
elivery... 


pees BECAUSE WE PAY ALL pusema 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING ON Flap $1.95 
ORDERS LARGE OR SMALL, 
YOU PAY NOTHING EXTRA 


Colors Available: 
FOR OUR PRODUCTS. 77 the N 
¥ Ps Orange, Blue, Yettow. 
Try our parts and service, order the Duck BUCK DUCK i 


LA 


/ Fender 
$3.95 

Hi Mount 
Brace 


$5.95 


Specify: 
Year, Make, Model 


A 


Black; White, Gray, 


Bill Visor in yellow, amber, smoke, red, [ Silver, Red 
orange, black or white. Send only a $1.00 er i 
ask for the "BUCK DUCK”. . 

Choose 

any style 


Width 


HANDLEBAR ASSEMBLY $24.95 
Includes: Unbreakable Handlebars ($11.95) 4%" 4 #3. 
1 thru 5; Hi Impact Lever Assemblies (Each) NE, 

($4.95); % Turn Nylon Throttle ($3.80); R 

Cross Bar Pad ($3.50). 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 


DISTRIBUTING COMPANY California Residents 
P.O. Box 467 add 6% sales tax. 


Hawthorne, Calif. 90250 
TO ORDER: Send: Check, Money Order, Bank Americard 


Mastercharge Card Number. 


NOSE JOB 
I own a Yamaha 100 LT-3 MX 


and ride it on a track near where I 
live. This track has a section in it 
which consists of two jumps, one 
right after the other. I take the first 
one in fourth, no sweat, but when I 
hit the second one it bogs down, 
causing me to do an embarrassing 
nose dive. I have tried taking the 
second jump in third, but that is too 
low. 
What causes one to bog down and 
how can you stop it? 
John Keith 
West Point, Georgia 
PS: Why the hell don’t you guys 
print one of my letters! 


Because you cuss too damn much. 
Anyway, you have to hit the first 
jump wound out tight in fourth. That 
way it wont bog as much when you 
hit the second one. At least then, if 
you do an embarrassing nose dive, it 
will appear that you are a very fast 
rider. Remember, on a small ma- 
chine, you have to use the gearbox to 
keep the engine up to its max rpm. 


Cont'd. on page 17 
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BULTACO 


TOP CROWNS 
a for 
“SHERPA S 
& MATADOR 


Heavy duty, solid cast and 
machined. Complete with Al- 
len wrench and bolts. 


$29.95 1 year guarantee. 


Custom Replacement 


SEAT COVERS 


Install in seconds. State 
model and year. 
$14.95 


Plus postage and handling. 
Send money order to: STEVE’S BULTACO 
7627 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys, Calif. 
(213) 780-6300 (213) 994-7468 


Send 25¢ for parts and accessories 
catalog. Complete line of Bultaco parts 
and accessories in stock. 


DIRT BIKE 


The least expensive 


motorcycle usually becomes 
an expensive bargain. 


For a few dollars 
more, you can have 
it the other way... 


the durable 


Look at the motorcycle indus- 
try today and you'll see machines 
ranging from stamped out, mass pro- 
duction units to one-off, scratch built 
specialty machines. Prices range from 
ridiculously low to astronomically 
high. At the quality end of the scale 
lies Hodaka. We HAND build Ho- 
dakas. Our purpose is to produce a 
fine motorcycle, but not to produce 
so many that quality or continuing de- 
velopment suffer. 


That’s the Hodaka way. Build 
a well-thought-out motorcycle from the 
best components under strict quality 
control in limited production so that 
the final product is an honest answer 
to the needs of the serious enthusiast. 
Because it costs more to build, it costs 
a little more to buy. Hodaka is all 
motorcycle. Honest quality workman- 
ship. 


Get the "Hodaka Story" and the address 
your nearest dealer. Send 25c ‘to HODAKA., 
MOTORCYCLES, Suite F, 873 Shérman,. Rond; | = 


. Athena, Oregon 97813. 


ia 


Examine Hodaka. Look close, 
really compare and if you get a 
chance, talk to a Hodaka owner. Do 
those things and you'll start to really 
understand that Hodaka costs more 
because it’s worth MORE. Take your 
choice, save a few dollars now or 
save a whole bunch later... and 
have more fun in the meantime. For 
the address of your nearest dealer 
use the coupon below. Canadian 
readers should write to Gemini Ind., 


the sign 
that means 
` business! 


HODAKA 125 WOMBAT 


way! 


Ltd., 2525 Stephens Street, Van- 
couver, B. C. Australian inquiries can 
be sent to Minilya Pty., Ltd., P.O. Box 
209, S. Melbourne, Australia 3205. 
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THE PERFECT GIFT??% 


Sure, a whole barrel full of bucks is hard to beat for 
Holiday gift giving, but here’s a slightly more sensible 
suggestion. 

Give that dirt bikin’ person a subscription to the 
Mighty DB and keep ‘em happy all year long. Yup. Every 
time old Mister Mailman pops a copy of DIRT BIKE in the 
mail box, his (her?) jaw will slacken with stark apprecia- 


tion. “Gosh, it sure was nice of old what’s-his-name to do 


this.” he'll mumble. 

Yes indeed. Long after that barrel full of money would 
have been spent, DIRT BIKE will keep on coming. With 
more of the stuff you've come to expect — tests, techs, 
honesty and good clean fun. 

So if anyone you know is planning to give you a 
barrel full of money for the Holidays, stop them NOW! 
Whew ... just in time. 


DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE = °°" 
BOX 317, ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 
To subscribe enclose check or money order. Canada add 
$1.00 postage, foreign add $2.00. 
Please enter my subscription [C] 
Please send a gift in my name (_] 
c 12 issues $7.50  [_] 24 issues $14.00 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| City. | 
| State Zip | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| [ 12 gift issues $6.50 

| SEND MY GIFT TO: 

| Name 

| Address 
City. 
Slate, eS ee 


DIRT BIKE 


co oo” ‘DRT 
eo - ERIDER 


AN) 


PROBLEM SOLVERS: 


No Tool Box? Use our handy Cross Brace 
Bag. Mounts on handlebar crossbrace, on 
or off in three seconds. Velcro ® straps 
hold securely, prevent rattles. No snaps 
or buckles to fool with or break. Has 
three compartments to carry everything 
you need. Waterproof and durable. $6.95 
postpaid. 


SPENDING 
BIG BUCKS 


replacing chains and 
Í sprockets too soon? We 
sincerely believe our 
 Chainlube Mix will 
double the life of your 
chain. Users agree. It 
contains both moly and Teflon ®, you add 
oil after reading informative Chainlube Hand- 
book which comes in the package. Try an 
8-0z batch for $2.95 postpaid. Moneyback 
guarantee of satisfaction. 


Tired of seal problems, 
drooling forks? 


RAP-ON 
FORK COVERS 


solve the problem. In- 
stall in 5 minutes with- 
out taking fork apart. 
Durable protection 
# keeps oil in, dirt out. 
For forks with internal 
springs, also Maico. 
Seais last up to three 
years or more. 


$5.50 postpaid 


Maico is $6.50 


NEW OR FREE 
CATALOG With Any 
Order! 


OK. Send items marked on ad or listed on 
separate sheet to: 


i 1 
l I 
l I 
l I 
l Name i 
i I 
I Street l 
l I 
! city State Zip i 
i I 
l My bike is: Make l 
I I 
l Model Year l 
1 THE DIRT RIDER 
! P.O. Box 26705 DRT | 
H 
! Tucson, AZ 85726 ERJDSR | 
l I 
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ASK THE EXPERT Conťd. from page 14 


POWER TO THE PEOPLE 

I own (and attempt to ride) a 
Turtle Chaser SL125. What can be 
done to improve the performance of 
this slug, short of bolting in a Chrys- 
ler Hemi? Please keep it cheap, as 
my funds are quite limited after a 
hospital visit due to a ride down a 
250-foot, 80-degree downhill at- 
tempting to make the Honda go fast. 
It didn’t. Please help! 

I would also like to know if there 
is any kind of directory available 
listing all motorcycle riding areas, 
parks, government land areas, etc., 
located in the Midwest. I think this 
would really be beneficial for all 
riders who vacation or travel exten- 
sively for trail riding or competitive 
purposes. Thanks for your informa- 
tion on this. 

Vaughn DeLozier 
Shawnee Mission, Kansas 


I ran this through my computer 
and you should have been able to 
complete the 250 feet in around 
three seconds (which is very fast). 
Not too easy on the rider, but the 
performance is startling. The only 
thing you can do outside of using 
the law of gravity to increase per- 
formance, would be to take the ma- 
chine and your title down to your 
friendly neighborhood dealer who 
will fix you up with something that 
does run good — and quick (like a 
250). 

I don’t know of a national direc- 
tory on motorcycle riding areas. In 
Oregon, we have a Henning’s Guide 
listing many of the good places to 
ride. I agree it would be beneficial 
for all riders, but who can we get 
to do it? (Particularly, an article on 
mountain climbing in Kansas would 
be nice.) 


MORE POWER FOR THE 
PEOPLE 
I'm getting an Elsinore CR125 and 
I would like to know if the following 
would get more horsepower out of 
the bike: 1) Change the jet to a 120 
from a 125? 2) Lower the carb 
needle to the first top notch from 
the second notch? 3) Change the 
ignition timing to a 2mm BTDC 
from a 1.5mm BTDC? 
Ed Czupich, Jr. 
Monroe, Michigan 


Yeh, you should lower the main 
Cont'd. on page 21 


Bates keeps 
you together 


Zz 


Whether you ride on the street, prefer 
touring, or race on or off the road, firm 
support of back and stomach muscles 
is a must. A good riding belt provides 
this support. It helps reduce fatigue. 
It adds to your riding comfort. And, of 
all the riding belts available, a Bates 
Riding Belt does the job best. Why? 

Our specially woven twill “gives” as 
you move, ‘‘breathes,”’ to let body heat 
escape. Vinyl belts do neither. 

Specially shaped leather-covered 
stiffeners keep the Bates belt from 
bunching up around your waist like an 
all-elastic belt. 

And there are no sharp corners to 
dig in or gouge — even the rugged 
buckles have rounded edges. 

The best products are always copied 
—in appearance—but never equaled in 
quality. Look for Bates’ label in each 
belt as your guarantee of getting the 
original, and best, riding belt. 


belts, $8.95 ea. ....$. 
(20% to 46”) ....$ 


Send me. 


Waist size. 


California residents add 6% ...... $ 


Add 10% insurance and shipping $ 
Enclosed is check or M.O. for 


AGCESSORY HOUSE 


Box 1770, Long Beach, California 90801 


Name 


Street 


City. State _Zip 


r 
l 
l 
1 
1 
|] 
1 
1 
I 
I 
I 
' full amount—No C.O.D.'s ....... $ 
I 
1 
1 
1 
! 
! 
[l 
I 
{ 
| 
l 


Complete Bates Catalog available for $1. 
\ Enclosed free with order. C | 
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LANCER LEATHERS 


1511 W. Hatcher Rd. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85021 


(602) 944-1783 

New, ventilated M-X pants, $89.50. 
Padded, lined, stripes. Available in 
black, white, brown, gold, kelly green, 
orange, grey, sky blue, dark blue, fire 
red, yellow, saddle tan. Any color 
stripe you want. Give waist, hips, and 
inseam measurements. Send 25c for 
catalog. 


Name 

Street 

City. 

Stao = == = Zp) eS = 
a a'oa o"a o"a a a" a"n" an'a" 


REED INDUCTION fz: 


“FOR MOST POPULAR 
DIRT BIKES” 


KITS PRICED FROM 


$19.95 — $29.95 
IDEAL FEATURES FOR 
TRIALS, ENDURO OR 
MOTO-CROSS. 


G5140—BULTACO 2850 illustrated 
Send 25¢ for complete Catalog 


GLEN. PRODUCTS 


496 East St. Charles Rd. P.O. Box 895 Dept.DB 
CAROL STREAM, ILL. 60187 - (312) 653-1800 


7) — Wi3dvavd — INVSYMYN — WNWGOH — ANSAH 
ULTACO — YAMAHA — PENTON — SUZUKI — MAI 
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RIDERS 


STICKER SAVES THE DAY - 

I recently purchased one of your 
yellow DIRT BIKE Stickers. It hap- 
pens that it came in very handy for 
an unusual purpose. I was riding 
along, minding my own business, 
when I came across a small stream 
(about 3—4 feet wide) and tried 
to cross it. As it happens, this small 
stream turned out to be about three 
feet deep with ooky mud on the 
bottom, and the bike became com- 
pletely submerged . . . except for a 
small part of the back fender. . . 
the part with the DIRT BIKE 
Sticker on it. That’s right, all that 
stuck out of the water was your 
sticker. It served as a very good 
“K? to mark the spot where my Su- 
zuki TC-90J Blazer went down. We 
got the bike out and it looks like it 
will run all right again. 

Bob Shotwell 
Sayerville, New Jersey 


BERM SUIT 

I noticed you have been offering 
for sale genuine G.P. berms. Gentle- 
men: I'll have you know that I pat- 
ented them some eight years ago 
and have been selling berms made 
of genuine certified dirt—for only 
$7220 installed. And, for a limited 
time only, you will receive — abso- 
lutely free — a genuine H20 water 
crossing when you order your certi- 
fied berm. Aaaaaaand, if you call 
right now, I'll knock off an addi- 
tional 10 percent, bringing your cost 
down to $7220 installed. Call right 
now! 

Now back to you, D.B. If you will 
please turn your head to the right, 
you will see a little fat man with 
glasses. . . check? He’s my patent 
attorney. 

(Editors note: We received a phony 
name with this foul letter, but 


Dirt Bike ° PO Box 317 


e Encino, California 91316 


WRITE 


strongly suspect it was that no-man- 
nered Patrick Chaplin from Arling- 
ton, Virginia, who sniveled about 
our clean and match article.) 


MATCH THIS ONE 

Hooooe!!! Stop the presses — stop 
the presses! I hope I'm in time. I 
just caught the clean and match 
section in your August issue and, 
while it was very good, you forgot 
to tell your readers that before doing 
Stage Two operations, to check very 
carefully on the cylinder base gas- 
ket to see if the case transfers had 
left their mark on it. 

If so, this means that the cylin- 
der transfers are smaller than the 
case transfers, and that the cylinder 
transfers could have simply been 
honed out to the impression left on 
the gasket by the case transfers. 
Your readers could have saved that 
adventuresome splitting of the cases. 

Patrick Chaplin 
Arlington, Virginia 


YEH, BUT DOES IT RUN? 
The enclosed picture is in response 
to your picture on page 77 of the 
September issue and to all similar 
photos of Hondas in other maga- 
zines. So THERE, HONDA! (Bike 
is a stock Penton. ) 
Keith Pope 
Denver, Colorado 


DIRT BIKE 


REVENGE OF THE CYCLONE 

Is there any truth to the rumor 
that Japan is going to take over the 
U.S. by bombing our country with 
200 million Suzuki 400s? Thereby 
allowing the populace to kill them- 
selves off. 

Also, do you think it would add to 
the beauty of the environment if I 
recycled my DT-1? Maybe it would 
come back as an iron lung for a TB 
victim or something else asal 

“Toe Dixon 
Merkel, Texas 


HAPPY HUSKYS 

Enclosed is a picture of a "72 250 
and a new 400 out for the first time. 

Ken Hadley and I had been out 
getting our rocks in the sand. We 
stopped at the truck for some more 
fuel (beer) and left the bikes alone 
(mistake). Ken saw what was hap- 
pening and ran over to them with a 
bucket of cold water. 

Ken’s reaction just had to be on 
film, so I’ grabbed the camera. We 
would like to know if all new 400s 
are this aggressive on their first time 
out. 

Mick Lind 
Murray, Utah 


After heavy deliberation with our 
concerned staff, we can only recom- 
mend that you reduce the bikes’ in- 
take of oily things to a minimum — 
and then wait for old age to take 
its course. 


BARCELONA BLASPHEMY 

Alas and alack! Pity poor Bultaco. 
The 250 Pursang was the fastest bike 
in the 250 class — before the Honda 
Elsinore came along. In the same 
‘line of thought, the 125 Pursang was 
ruler of the 125 motocross class. Now 
the Honda 125 is ruling (or so you 
say). 

Notice the parentheses. Who are 
you to say that a little Honda can 
beat a mighty Pursang? The Mighty 
Motocrosser in the Sky is sure to 
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Simi Valley, Calif. 93063 


Enclosed check or money 
order for 
at $2.50 each ppd. Calif. 


The No. 1 
hest selling 
chain lubricant 


Proven by a recent 
survey conducted 
by Cycle magazine; 
CHAIN LIFE placed 
first over all other 
brands of chain 
lubricants. Chain 
Life contains no 
oil, silicon, moly 
or graphite. 
Penetrates pins 
and rollers; no 
overspray or waste. 
Repels excess 
accumulation of 
dirt, sand, mud 
and grass. 


LIFE” 


MOTORCYCLES 


* SILENCES 

© CLEANS 

© PENETRATES 
* CLINGS 

© LUBRICATES 
> EXTENDS LIFE 


ns! sik 
wuu Tari: Set caa! ves pa M 


D Ashland Chemical Co. 
Ashland, Division of Ashland Oil, Inc. 
ES Santa Fe Springs, Cal. 90670 


Perfect Oil-Gas Ratio with 


RATIO-RITE 


®No guessing®No figuring 
®No mistakes... Perfect mixture 

all the time. Fill your ratio-rite 
measuring cup with oil to the 
expertly calibrated ratio mark and 
pour into gas. Ratio’s from 16:1 to 
50:1 for 1.0, 1.5, 2.0 and 2.5 gals to 
suit the needs from trail riding to racing. 
Also calibrated for ounces, cc’s and 
pints on opposite side for filling 
transmission oil, fork oil and etc. 
Rugged... made from 
unbreakable polypropylene. 


kamere ECH 


28:1- 
32:1- 


KAMBECH 


P.O. Box 3572 “ 


Phone: 805-526-5542 a 


CITY 


nems STATE ZIP 


res. add 5% tax. DISTRIBUTORS/DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED 
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strike down you blasphemers (you 
who bad-mouth Bultacos). I should 
say it’s about time you people add- 
ed a Bultaco freak (a la Maico 
freak) to your staff. You could use 
one. 

Richard Lightfoot 

Los Angeles, California 


Hey Richard, we have one — and 
he’s hell to live with. Nobody, but 
nobody, is harder to live with than 
a Bul freak. 


THE NEW 


PENTON 250cc: 


HARE 
SCRAMBLER 


Whatever you 
Penton 250 to 


Not a small statement to make, 
but when you have the goods in your 
hands, you know you can make it. 
The new 250 Penton will do any- 
thing you want it to do and do it 
now! 


Moto-Cross? Yes, 35 h.p. with a 
torque that will drive you out of 
corners as fast as you want! Enduro? 
Yes, 6-speeds to give you a gear for 
every situation! Trials? Yes, a 55” 
wheelbase with a Chrome Moly 
frame to speed you there fast as 
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LAST TANGO IN TORRANCE 

A few Sundays ago, my husband 
and myself and another couple were 
sitting around the pool fully clothed 
and, as one thing led to another, we 
all went into the pool, still fully 
clothed. Well, after a couple of six- 
packs, a gallon of Gallo and a fifth 
of Scotch, we all decided the only 
logical thing to do was put our 
clothes in the dryer and swim until 
they were dry. 

So here we were, two guys, two 
gals, stark naked on a beautiful, 
warm, summer night, and what were 


I Send me info on the new Penton 

l and my closest dealer. 

l Enclosed is $1.00 for 3-8x10 

l glossy photos of Pentons in action. 
l 

l 


Name 


| Address 
l 


| City. 


Penton Imports, 3709 W. Erie Ave., 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 


State Zip 


want the New 
do... IT WILL!! 


possible. Hare Scrambles? We didn’t 
name it Hare Scrambler for nothing! 
Trail Riding? Yes, a power band to 
make every rider happy! 

No matter what you ride, or if 
you ride ’em all, you will not be giv- 
ing one thing away to any of the 
single purpose machines. In fact, we 
think the new Penton 250 Hare 
Scrambler exceeds all the single 
purpose machines! 

Better yet, look at the results of 
the new Penton ... then see your 
Penton Dealer for the genuine article. 


the guys talking about? You guessed 
it — their Maicos! We decided the 
only thing left to do was swim to 
the deep end of the pool and cry. 
And the situation didn’t change a 
whole lot later on. Have you ever 
seen two grown men, dressed in 
towels, sitting on milk crates in a 
dimly lighted garage looking long- 
ingly at a Maico? DISGUSTING!!! 
I certainly hope you print this for 
the benefit of all future wives and 
girl friends of Maico owners, be- 
cause there’s only one way to get 
attention and that is to paint your- 
self vellow and wear a knobby on 
your fanny, 
Pat McDonald 
Torrance, California 


FUEL LINE FROLICS 
In reference to your Sept. ’73 is- 
sue, page 12, I know what’s wrong 
with that Hodie; the fuel line came 
off. Now I know a high-class maga- 
zine like yours gives prizes for us 
sharp-eyed observers, so if you'll 
just send me my CR Honda (either 
one will do), we'll both be happy. 
Moe Toe Kraus 
Oakland, California 
ko 


ATTENTION 
EAST COAST 
RIDERS 


International MX Trick 
stuff is now available 
thru... 


R&W 
CYCLE 
ACCESSORIES 


DISCOUNT PRICES 


Send $1.00 (refunded 
with Ist purchase) for 
jam-packed catalog to: 


R&W Cycle Accessories 
32 So. 3rd St. 
Oxford, Penna. 19363 
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EXPERT Cont'd. from page 17 

jet one size, and the carb needle to 
the top notch is right for two in a 
row. The timing I'm a little leery 
about. It is better to leave it at 1.5, 
and run an oil additive that will in- 
crease the burning speed of your 
gasoline. The less you can advance 
the timing on an engine and still re- 
tain its power, the longer it will live. 


AND STILL MORE POWER! 

Is it true that downpipes give 
more torque and power, rather than 
up-pipes? And if so, could you please 
explain? 

David Peterson 
Oxnard, California 


Yes, I've heard the same thing. 
One guy says he put a downpipe on 
his bike and got two hp more all 
the way through. Then a while later 
he may get blown off by another 
rider with the same type bike and 
an upswept pipe. This guy only blue- 
printed the engine and tuned it 
right. If downswept pipes were so 
much better, I don’t think Yamaha 
would have upswepts on their moto- 
cross machinery. I personally like 
upswept pipes better because they 
dont get pranged and the engine 
can sit lower in the frame. If there 
is any power advantage to down- 
swept pipes, it’s usually lost after 
the first race or two when the bot- 
tom of the pipe gets dinged and 
smashed from crashing over fallen 
bikes and spectators. 


A MARSUPIAL YAMAHA? 

I have just returned from two years 
in Queensland, Australia, where I 
first owned a Yamaha LS2. Then the 
urge for more power became too 
great and I bought an R5, which is 
a great bike. Then the call of the 
trail got too strong and I ended up 
with a Yamaha 360 (RT-2) on which 
my mate (he had one, too) and I 
did many trail miles and also a trip 
from Brisbane down through the 
Snowey Mts. to Tasmania and all 
around there. 

I now hope to buy another one 
here in New Zealand “although they 
are $250 more expensive, but one 
thing worries me about the 360; that 
is, the slapping or clanking the bike 
makes when decelerating or just 
cruising at a moderate speed. Could 
you tell me what this ding is, and 
also if it will cause any damage? 
(All the dealers say it doesn’t and 
just ignore it.) 
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Also, Im hoping to change the 
rear shocks and better its handling, 
and had decided on Konis. Is this the 
best choice or are some other types 
better? If so, please name them. 

Richard J. Matthews 
Waipukurau, New Zealand 

P.S. How can I get ahold of a 

DIRT BIKE Magazine sweater? 


If you invite me down to New 
Zealand for a neat trail ride, Ill 
bring a DIRT BIKE sweater along 
for you. 

I would really get more concerned 
about the noise if it stops, because 
when that happens, you'll know the 
engine just quit. If it’s pinging at 
partial throttle, you might try rais- 
ing the slide needle. Konis will work 
fine for your riding. 


AVOIDING THE HONDA HUMP 

My brother owns a modified Hon- 
da SL-100 and we are having a few 
problems with our forks. They bot- 
tom out when we come to unavoid- 
able bumps and hard riding. We 
have already drained the forks and 
put in fresh Lubri-Tech 30-weight 
oil. We also tried 20-weight oil. 
Neither seems to improve the situ- 


3. Wheelie on a Beezer 4. Slidin’ Sideways 


ation. Have you any suggestions? 
Also, we would like to rebuild the 
forks; what parts would we replace 
if we do this? 

Barry Bunch 


Mesa, Arizona 


I don’t know what year your SL- 
100 is, but if it’s been around very 
long, chances are the fork springs 
are sacked out. A simple check is to 
pluck one of your springs out, haul it 
down to Ye Friendly Honda Dealer 
and compare it with the length of a 
brand-new spring; chances are you'll 
find your fork spring is quite a bit 
shorter, and anything like 14- to 1⁄2- 
inch should be replaced. If the forks 
arent leaking and you do not have 
to pull the seals apart, then dont 
bother changing them. Otherwise, 
it’s a good idea to change seals when 
the forks are dismantled. I have 
heard that the weather gets warm in 
Mesa, Arizona, in the summertime. 
In that hot weather you should try 
40- or 50-weight oil, and in the win- 
tertime when it freezes, try the 20- 
to 30-weight. When the forks are in 
good condition they should work 
fine. 


Cont'd. on page 24 


Fantastic 17x22” 
Black & white posters 


Only $1.50 each plus 25¢ postage. 
All four $5.00 plus 50¢ postage. 


1 Enclosed is my check (or money 
1 order) for $ 
1 


1 
1 Name 


i Address 
a 


1 City 
i 


Zip 
eg send me poster(s). 
~f) 2. CI3. 0% 
aie $1 .50 each plus 25¢ 
postage. All four $5.00 
plus 50¢ postage. 
PLUS PRODUCTS 
2732 Heritage Circle 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 


D-312 


NEW PRODUCTS 


250 BUNNY SCRAMBLER 
It’s finally here! The 250 Penton, 
featuring Girling shocks, paper air 
cleaner, 210-pound weight and a 
snazzy leather belt holding the gas 
tank on! It’s won the Yugoslavian 
Grand Prix and two ISDT qualifiers. 


They named it the Hare Scrambler, 
probably because it’s never been en- 
tered in a hare scrambles of any kind. 
If your 250 doesn’t have six speeds 
or a needle bearing swingarm, then 
this is your baby! If you want a real 
thrill, wait till they release the price! 


SATISFIED MIND 

Though you CZ owners won't ad- 
mit it, youre probably riding along 
and getting your arms and shoulders 
beat to death by the excessively 
sproingy, boingy and bouncy front 
forks. CZ shoes have been sneaking 
some trick items in their forks to 
make them work better, but nobody’s 
been telling you about it until now. 
Bill Kasson Motorcycles, 1607 S. La- 
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mar, Dept. DB, Austin, Texas 78704, 
is offering a kit to smooth out CZ 


forks; $38.95 will get you new 
springs, damper rods, wipers and 
seals. The improved dampers and 
springs alone are $29.95. Both kits 
include full mounting instructions 
and a Kasson Motocross team sticker 
with vultures and sunsets and broken 
wheels on it. Order by mail and tell 
Bill you read about it in DIRT BIKE. 


For prompt, courteous, 
efficient, personal, 
downright pleasant 
attention, 

tell them thai you 

saw it in DIRT BIKE 
Magazine © 

—even if you didn't. 


DON’T BUCKLE UP FOR SAFETY 

If youre one of the lucky ones 
with a foot size between 7 and 13, 
then get out your wallet! Hercules 
has a new VELCRO boot out that 
features super-easy opening and clos- 
ing, as well as light weight and 
heavy quality. 

It'll set you back about $65.75 at 
your Hercules dealer. 

This boot is recommended for ra- 
cers who are too clumsy to use 
buckles or laces, or who usually get 
to the track so late that they don’t 
have time to put on their boots be- 
fore the first moto because it takes 
so long. 
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ITS “INJECTO-POWER” 
TIME, KIDS!! 

Yes, this wonderific little jewel 
will not simply “squirt” fork oil into 
your forks, it will power-inject it! 
Think of the feeling of manliness! 
You can all run out and buy one 
wherever you usually get your Petro- 
chem ATF fork life and other such 
goodies, because after all, Petro- 
chem makes this too. It costs half a 
clam, but that’s not too bad since it'll 
measure the fork oil for you also. 


TRAVEL-FLATOR? 

The ultimate way in which to 
startle your friends when you go 
riding. Merely ease out your $42.50, 
12-volt, mini-sized, lubrication-free 
air compressor. They'll be dazzled 
by its permanent, pre-formed “stow- 
away” kit as well. 

The Dakon Corp., 1836 Gilford 
Ave., Dept. DB, New Hyde Park, 
New York, says it produces 60 
pounds of air pressure by plugging 
into a cigarette lighter (it’s not 
included). 


Boogie woogie. 
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FLATULENCE 


At last! You've finally gotten a flat 
tire after having this stupid bottle 
tied to your bike for the last ten 
months! You ease it off and cere- 
moniously squirt the contents into 
the tire in question. The magic foam 
fills it, seals it, and leaves you with a 
non-flat tire and an empty can to dis- 
pense of. Your friends and acquaint- 


PLUG POUCH 

We thought we'd give this product 
a little plug (hardy-har-har). All 
seriousness aside, however, this 
gadget looks like the hot ticket for 
carrying an extra spark plug on the 
trail with you. It clips onto a frame 
tube and keeps your spare gapped 
correctly, dry, and fresh as a day-old 


ances are amazed at your savoir 
faire. Your parents are proud of you. 
Your grades improve. And all þe- 
cause you had the foresight to visit 
your kindly Suzuki dealer and give 
him your money. Isn’t dirt bikin 
grand? Aren't we at DIRT BIKE 
wonderful to have told you about 
this fine product’s existence? 


possum. As you may know, stashing 
spark plugs under the saddle or in 
your back pocket can lead to mo- 
ments of violence when the time 
comes to use it and you find it’s 
wiped out. Lindberg Plastics, being 
against violence, is distributing these 
from Box 12, Dept. DB, Traverse 
City, Michigan 49684. @ 
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IF THE SHOE FITS... 


Its MOTOCROSS ACTION Magazine 


We start at the shoe and work our way up. Covering every aspect 


of Motocross Action. With sections on Racing, Machinery, Per- 


sonalities (New, Old and Hot Shoes) and special monthly features. 


Fantastic action pictures in color and black and white, our famous 
“Berm Shot” and Tricks from the Trade section. If the shoe fits 
you, subscribe today to MOTOCROSS ACTION Magazine. 


MOTOCROSS ACTION Magazine 
Attention: Subscription Dept. 
Box 317, Encino, California 91316 
L] $7.50 for one year 
[] $14.00 for two years 
To subscribe, enclose check or money order: Canada add $1.00 
postage, foreign add $2.00. 
INR a 
AGONCSS Sa a a a 


City. 
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ASK THE EXPERT 
Conťd. from page 21 


I own a 1970 Yamaha 175 and 
would like to know why my Mikuni 
overflows out of my overflow pipe. 
I lost a gallon of my pre-mix in 334 
hours! I put the float level at the 
correct adjustment and checked it 
again and it leaks a little less. I 
would also like to know how I could 
put torque in my ported cycle. 

Greg Lugo 
National City, California 

I'm sorry its taken a while to an- 
swer your letter. You must have gone 
through hundreds of gallons of gaso- 
line by now. First thing I suggest is 
that you run outside and turn the 
petcock off. Then pull the float off 
and lap the float needle into its seat 
until it makes smooth contact all the 
way around. Then readjust the float 
height and you'll be in business. If 
the float needle seat has the slight- 
est nick or burr on it, this slow leak- 
ing always occurs. If you ported the 
engine and it lost its torque, you'll 
have to unport it to get it back. 


MORE PEOPLE, MORE POWER 
I own a Hodaka 100 engine. It is 

mounted in a Van Tech frame. I was 
thinking of buying a DKW engine 
and mounting it. “iis you think it 
would be w orth the time, trouble 
and money to do so? Also, my bike 
has a 49-inch wheelbase and it 
weighs 140 pounds. With all that 
power and such light weight, do you 
think it would make the handling 
poor? My friends and I are bicycle 
freaks. We ride and race bicycles in 
our spare time. Someone told us that 
you make Preston Pettys for bicycles. 
If you do, where can I get some? 
If you don’t why not? 

Scott McBryde 

Arleta, California 


If yowre going to change engines 
for simply more power, it’s not a bad 
idea. But there is virtually no way to 
make it a competitive motocross ma- 
chine. It wasn’t really designed for 
that in the first place. Still, a bunch 
of power and light weight never 
hurt any motorcycle, at least han- 
dling-wise. 

Yeh, we've got some fenders com- 
ing out for bicycles, too. The biggest 
problem is, we don't have anybody 
with enough leg muscle to test them 
to make sure theyre unbreakable.@ 
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Freedom and fun to some guys involves a little work. 
HARLEY: DAVIDSON SR:1OO The kind a Harley-Davidson SR-400 was made to handle. 
Ripping through bushes and crud, tearing off a hill, ramming through slush and sand. 
The type of rugged terrain where 10.8" clearance, super-cleated knobbies, 5-speed, 
wide ratio transmission and heavy-duty rear shocks and Ceriani fork give you a lot to 
cheer about when things get rough. 
Plus new chrome bore aluminum cylinder and new cylinder head. Safety rim locks. 
If you're into the kind of muddy, sweaty fun and freedom we've been talking about, 
check out a Harley-Davidson 
SR-100. 
Cheers! 


Mea Meanée GB cee necrne Eesadancee Ghackina f 
i Harley-Davidson [erus 


AMF Harley-Davidson + Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204 e Member Motorcycle Industry Council 


MXer for the masses | 
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What’s wrong with being average? 


YAMANA 300 - 
MOTOCROSSER - 


By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


26 DIRT BIKE 


DECEMBER 1973 


Brand “X.” Everybody is down on 
brand “X.” “Yessir. Step right up and 
take a look at the new Spincter 
Shrinker 360 MX. Far better than 
the average motorcycle.” 

Or: “Hey, hey, Mister Bike Buver. 
Take a looka this honey here. Much 
lighter than your standard racer.” 

Or: “Dollar for dollar, our bike 
gives a lot more than your normal 
big-inch racer.” 

Or even. “Don’t settle for run-of- 
the-mill performance, ride the new 
ThunderSlammer 360 GTXR-KXL 
Replica.” 

What, may we ask, is so wrong 
with brand “X”? 

Is it so bad being the standard of 
the industry? The average. The 
norm. The thing that all other things 
aspire to be better than. 

Not really. 


Nate Sciacqua found that bike slid 
well on smooth corners. 


To prove our point, let’s take a 
look at the low-priced spread. The 
360 Yamaha MX. Like most average 
things in this world, it looks like the 
higher priced spread at first glance, 
but a closer look shows that it’s 
pretty much the same old stuff they 
gave you last year. 

Oh, the paint job has been chang- 
ed. But then, even Chevy does that 
every year to the Bel-Aire. But what 
you get is not all that bad. Taking 
a look past the new yellow and 
black Hollywood paint job, you can 
see that this Yammie, like several 
others in their standard line, uses 
the exact same frame they devel- 
oped two years ago. It’s a strong 
frame and we havent heard of any- 
one breaking one yet. The penalty 
you pay for strength with mild steel 
and large gussets, however, is weight. 
When you look at a Yamaha MX 
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frame, you're looking at 40 pounds 
or so. 

Starting procedure is the same as 
it has been since they brought | the 
first DT-1 here back in the late ‘60s. 
Gas tap on, flip down the choke 
lever on the Mikuni (no tickle but- 
ton to soak your glove with), leave 
your hand off the throttle and give 
the right side kickstarter one boot. 
The engine should snap right to life, 
unless you've cracked the throttle 
out of some long-ingrained habit. 
Then, it'll take maybe a half-dozen 
boots to get things oscillating. 


Surprise. When the engine is lit 
off on the 74 MxXer, the exhaust 
makes less noise than last year’s 
bike. Yamaha has worked out some 
kind of deal with Skyway and these 
fine units are standard (whoops, 
there we go again) equipment. Fi- 
berglass will have to be replaced on 
a regular basis, but it’s a very good 
silencer/spark arrestor. The method 
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of mounting could (and should) be 
improved. The more we rode our 
test bike, the more it bent in and 
rubbed against the fender. And not 
from a fall; it’s just the way it’s 
angled. The unit is heavy and gets 
hot enough to melt into the plastic 
fender when contact is made. 

It takes a normal (damn; did it 
again) length of time for the engine 
to reach minimal operating tempera- 
ture; maybe two minutes. If you try 
to ride off into the sunset before the 
metal is happy, the bike will prob- 
ably stall several times. You could 
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leave the choke partially on, but 
then the motor almost trips over 
itself and blubbers insanely. 
Speaking of blubbering, our Yam- 
aha came jetted so far out of the 
ballpark that it took half a day to 
get it running like a Yammie 360 is 
supposed to run. We cant seem to 
find out from Yamaha International 
just exactly who does their test bike 


preparation, but we strongly suspect 
it might be a stockholder in Kawa- 
saki or Suzuki. The set-up service 
used by the Distributor apparently 
is contracted to do no more than 
assemble the bike, then deliver it to 
the magazine in question. We wish 
they would get their corporate act 
together and take the time to break 
in ad tune up all test bikes. If the 
dealers were as careless with cash 
customers as Yamaha is with test 
bikes, we doubt seriously if Yamaha 
would enjoy the position it has to- 
day as the leading seller of dirt 
YAMAHA 360 MX 


PRICE: $1133 


ENGINE TYPE: 
Single-cylinder, reed valve 
DISPLACEMENT: 351cc 
BORE & STROKE: 80mm x 70mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 7.2:1 
CARBURETION: Mikuni 34mm 
HP @ RPM: (claimed) N/A 
(actual) 34.5 
@ 7400 


PRIMARY DRIVE TYPE: Helical 
gears 


PRIMARY RATIO: 2.667 or 24:64 
FINAL RATIO: 3.642 or 14:51 
CHAIN SIZE: #520 


GEAR RATIOS: 1. 2.250 


2. 1.684 
3. 1.260 
4. 1.000 
5. 0.793 
AIR FILTER: Polyurethane foam 
with molt plane 


ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: CDI 
LUBRICATION: Autolube (.6 qts.) 
FUEL CAPACITY: 2.4 gallons 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL: Yamalube 
FRAME TYPE AND MATERIAL: 
Double loop, mild steel 
FORKS: Yamaha 
SHOCKS: Yamaha 
TIRES: Dunlop sports knobbies 
Front: 3.00x21 
Rear: 4.00x18 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 56 inches 
Ground Clearance: 8.9 inches 
Weight: (claimed) 234 pounds 
(actual) 251 pounds 
dry 
INSTRUMENTS: None 
SILENCER: Yes; 
good effectiveness 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 
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bikes. 

After we got the bike running 
cleanly, we put on an hour of moder- 
ate break-in riding on the MX course. 
Even while using a restrained hand 
on the tight, new engine, we could 
tell that the bike was about right for 
a big-incher. Not a whole bunch 


down low, but a good early mid- 


range and the Yamaha ability to rev 
freely where other engines would 
melt. 


As long as we were taking it easy 
during the break-in period, handling 
was all right. No complaints. 

But when we started to push the 
machine, several things immediately 
became apparent. The weight bias is 
very, very wrong on the 360 Yamaha. 
With not much weight over the front 
wheel and a way-too-heavy rear 
wheel assembly, the bike protested 
directional changes on rough ground. 
Smoother corners posed no problem, 
but when that 47-pound rear wheel 
assembly started chattering and hop- 
ping, the entire machine reacted 
violently. 

Fork action contributed to some 
of the cornering hassle. While it 
worked acceptably (a little harsh) 
on deep bumps and ruts, small rip- 
ple and stutter bumps drove the 
forks crazy. They just couldnt re- 
spond quickly enough and occasion- 
ally would pump up and almost lock. 
One right-hander comes to mind. 
It was a normal 35-40 mile-per-hour 
sweeper that was sort of soft and 
loamy. A friendly, fun turn, all things 
considered. Only problem was, right 
at the middle of the turn, the ruts 
were hardened from the pounding to 
an adobe-like ripple section. As our 
test rider entered the sweeper, the 
bike responded cleanly and held its 
line well. The machine assumed 
heeled-over attitude, with the rear 
wheel creeping out slightly—power 

But when the front end flitted 
over the hard-packed stutter bumps, 
the forks refused to faithfully follow 
the contour of the ground and the 
front end skated out. A heavy-duty 
case of front end washout caused by 
momentary loss of contact with the 
ground, Fortunately, the test rider 
eared it by slamming a foot down 
harshly and punching the throttle, 
making the rear end swing out. 

But that’s time lost. And one thing 
a racer cannot afford to do in the 
corners is lose time. A rider who 
competes on a 360 Yamaha MX can 
expect to make several time-consum- 
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ing corrections during the course of 
a moto, if he’s pushing the machine 
anywhere near its limits. 

As with several bikes weve tested 
lately, the problem appears to be 
the fack of a vented fork cap system. 
Forks must breathe. 

Once the rider gets past the cor- 
ners, he can probably accelerate 
with all but the strongest bikes in 
the 500 class. Still, the power output 
is healthy and nothing to be ashamed 
of. An additional benchi is the fact 
that there are Yamaha go-faster 
shops on almost every street corner. 


Despite the overly heavy rear end, 
the shocks do a decent job on the 
cobby stuff. To assure a smooth tran- 
sition, all the rider has to do is pick 
the front end up and all is well. 

If the rider is intending to race 
cross-country or desert, where he 
doesn’t have to turn a lot, the Yam- 
aha is almost ideal. We rode our test 
bike in the desert several times and 
were delighted with its performance. 
Here, the five-speed gearbox allows 
a fine top end, with a low gear that'll 
permit tender path-picking through 
rocks and up hills. Mid-range power, 


It was easy to get front end up — ‘eat back and gas it. 


The bikes can be made ferocious 
without spending a whole bunch of 
money. But, weve ridden modified 
360 Yamahas that were blindingly 
fast and untouched in the suspension 
or chassis, and they were a genuine 
handful. Unless the bike is intended 
solely for Scrambles, engine mods 
should not be vince without han- 
dling mods. Fair warning. 


where the desert rider will be most 
of the time, is just right for the var- 
ied bursts of power needed under 
racing conditions. 

There’s one place, however, where 
the Yamaha is tops — not average. 
It’s a dynamite play bike. Just the 
thing to go messing around with your 
buddies. It'll shart easy, won't re- 
quire much maintenance, has enough 
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torque, a high pipe, decent brakes, 
adequate gas tank and no surprises. 
In short, if you're not into serious 
riding, but just want something to 
diddle with on the weekends, this is 
probably the bike for you. 

If youre the kind of rider who falls 
into this category (and there are 
plenty of them), the only things 
youll want to change v will be the 
grips, bars and possibly add some 
shielding on the expansion chamber. 

Half of the test riders complained 
about leg-toasting on the right side 
— half didn’t. 


average knobby tires. We'd rather 
see some of the spiffy DID rims and 
better tread, but considering the 
price and all. 

You'll find the rear brake far too 
touchy until you stomp on the brake 
rod and put a bend in it to allow 
some “give.” After a while, the brake 
lever will become stubborn about 


returning. Clean the pivot point reg- 
ularly and add a spring to the brake 
rod for best results. Rear brake is a 
full-floater. Keep that assembly clean 
too, or you might crack the brake 
backing plate. Don’t say we didn't 


Some dirt passed into carb — we couldn't find out why. 


Shocks worked OK — we bent brake 
rod for better feel. Sorry. 


BITS AND PIECES 

Oil tank, located under seat 
and behind quick-disconnect panels, 
could be larger. Holds enough for 
MX, barely enough for a 65-mile loop 
and not enough for a dav of trail 
riding. 

Akront rims come under painfully 
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tell vou. 

Front brake is superb and all 
others must be measured against it. 
Spokes loosened a great deal 
the first three rides, then settled 

down and stayed put. 

Chain stretch was also quite pro- 
nounced for the first few rides, but 
soon settled down to normal wear. 

Sprockets, front and rear, showed 
arly signs of hooking. 

Omni- -phase balancer really seems 
to work. The bike vibrates less than 
a 250MX. Some racers are removing 
it to allow the engine revs to build 
quicker. We'd suggest you leave it 
in place, unless youre a serious 
racer. In which case, you would 
probably want a different bike, any- 
way. 

Shifting is typically Yammie — 
good, with neutral fairly easy to find, 
even with the engine running. 

Our clutch dragged slightlv, not 
a normal Yamaha characteristic. We 
used up most of the lever adjust- 
ment soon. It never slipped, however. 

One small, but very important, 
point. If you decide, for one reason 
or another, to remove the front num- 


ber plate, vou had damn well better 
reroute the front brake cable or hook 
it in place with a “tie-tie.” If you 
don’t, itll hang up on the triple 
clamp pinch bolts as the bike lands 
from a jump. We know of several 
instances where this happened. This 
is a very real thing — so don’t ignore 
it. 

Waterproofing is good, but some- 
how we passed crud into the carb 
and had the slide stick. Unless the 
rubber bootie on the carb is leaking, 
we have no idea how the crud passed 
through the filter. 

Pegs are good — spring loaded and 
self-cleaning. Good stuff. 

It’s easy to reach both the gear- 
shift and brake pedal without re- 
moving the foot from ‘the pegs, but 
many riders complained that they 
were knocking the shift lever inad- 
vertently out of gear in the normal 
position. Once we rotated it up 
notch or two, complaints ceased. 

Kickstand is tucked out of way — 
easy to use. 

Seat is decent — nobody sniveled 
about it. Seems sturdy enough, too. 

Engine is very easy to work on and 
seems especially well thought out. 
No mysterious flanges or widgets to 
hinder removal of most anything. 

Gas cap is a pain, but they’ve been 
using it for a few years now with no 
sign of changing, Probably got a zil- 
lion of ’em up on the shelves some- 
where and have to use them all up. 
Oh well. At least it doesn’t leak. 

Strangely though, our engine leak- 
ed oil all over the usually spotless 
DIRT BIKE garage. A handful of 
kitty litter each night cured that, 
but we wish the bike had been prop- 
erly housebroken. 

SUMMATION 

All things considered, the Yamaha 
is a reasonable bike for the money. 
Not a steal, mind you, but you get 
exactly what you pay for. No big 
deal — but not so bad in this day and 
age. 

We can only wistfully wish that 
instead of continuing to be the stan- 
dard of the industry, the Dodge Cor- 
onet of racing, the Bic Pen of bikes, 
the 39-cent hamburger of handling, 
the Kirby vacuum cleaner of corner- 
ing, the Sears Roebuck of searing 
performance and the ugly girl friend 
with nice legs of motorcycling, that 
Yamaha will seek to change their 
standard MX line next year. 

Instead of settling for ordinary, we 
hope they'll attempt to be the Stan- 
dard of Excellence. fe} 
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ELSINORE 


By CHET HEYBERGER 


One-of-a-kind, all-purpose screamer 


Infamous Chicklets Family Enduro Mountain about 30 miles out. Of 
Team course I crashed, and before I got 
Skippack, Pennsylvania 19474 up again, a regiment of raccoons ate 
my clutch cable, my helmet strap 

Dear John, Denny, Sol, Hank, Blane: and the left sleeve of my Belstaff. So 
Bet the team wondered why I I was really honkin’ down a trail to 
never came back from that last en- make up the time. The arrows indi- 
duro. Well, I hit an oak on Slippery cated a left into what appeared to 
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be a covered bridge. It wasn’t. It 
was a boxcar of Jersey cranberry 
bog. No sooner had I hit the stuff 
and done the usual trick of stalling 
while chest deep, when the doors 
closed, the lights went out, and 
everything started moving. 

I remember thinking that the 
south Penn Enduro Riders really 
went out of their way to entertain 
me, but it turned out that District 
6 had agreed to swap me and the 
cranberry bog for a dump truck of 
California berm and an autographed 
pair of Super’s Maico shorts. 

I woke up to find that I was DIRT 
BIKE’s token Pennsylvania Dutch- 
man and I had been transplanted 
to L.A., the world’s largest shopping 
center. Perhaps they finally realized 
that their West Coast bias would 
eventually cause the magazine to 
tip over and fall into the Pacific. 

Actually, L.A. isn’t too bad be- 


cause they have the U.S. of A.’s best 
mex food. And although these people 
will never appreciate the joys of hav- 
ing your teeth and gums cleaned by 
a Jersey sapling, or having to use 
a chisel to remove your clothes after 
a 100-miler in Pennsy goop, they do 
have a neat place to do their soul- 
straightening, Namely, the Mojave. 

Which is why I'm writing. We 
were out there “yesterday and met 
George Ethridge, Honda’s engineer- 
ine charge - of - getting - Americans- 
what-they-want. Ethridge, none too 
modestly, admits to having had 
hand in developing the CR125M and 
250M production motocrossers. He 
had a couple along with him to 
RvR (that’s ride and refine). A 
couple of real desert types also 
showed: Mitch Mayes and Wayne 
Cook. These two, Ethridge, and 
DB's staff then proceeded to leap 
whoopdies with such elan that I’m 
sure they were on Edwards Air 
Force Bases GCA radar. And talk 
about whoopdies. These shame San- 
dy Lane and the Curly Fern. They 
require some kind of 17/23rds 
rhythm that induces thigh seizures 
after 40 minutes. 

Anyway, these desert dervishes 
kept trading motors and I eventually 
noticed that there was one machine 
in particular that they all got sweaty 
palms and crusty jeans over. Of 
course my natural curiosity and 
great reporting instincts took over 
and I decided to give that bike a 
try. I craftily waited in the shade 
of a convenient camper and pre- 
tended to be fiddling with my cam- 
era. Finally they all got thirsty and 
parked and began to rummage 
through various coolers like Yellow- 
stone black bears following the scent 
of bacon. 

I then slipped on my riding gloves 
and used my fabled military “Halk 
ing to belly. across the sand on el- 
bows and knees, creeping, unseen, 
under two vans and a pickup to that 
Honda. I pounced, kicked, snicked, 
shouted “Ha! Eat dust, round eves,” 
and motored moderately away for 
the first eight dozen ae Then 
the spirit caught me and I velled 
“Elsinore!” aoe punched it. What’s 
this? No gawdawful leap forward? 
No lunging and skidding? 

No, just power. Then some more. 
Then more. And still more? Yes, and 
it’s time to shift. Still more motor. 
Hum. Let’s head for the grandfather 
of sand washes and check this thing 
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out. The wash is one of those tidbits 
that He put here for bikies to find. 
You do this Wall of Death routine 
on the fast curves, then slow up to 
trials it through a couple of boul- 
ders, then get on it again to start 
climbing the rims some more. My 
first pass earlier that day had con- 
sisted mostly of picking myself up, 
but this Honda let me demonstrate 
my true potential. I rarely dabbed, 
let alone crashed. 

Since I can never let well enough 
alone, I went back to THE Dune. 
My experience there in the morning 
had been: Bury the back wheel half- 
way up; bury my bod two-thirds of 
the way up; bury both at the bot- 
tom; give up. So this time I chick- 
aed a little and shifted to first on 
the approach. Too much wheelspin; 
back to second. Torque! Hey, what 
is this? An SL 350? I stopped at the 
top to look, but it was a two- stroker 
for sure. 

By now the rest of the Afrika 
Corps was sure to be out looking 
for me, fixing an ambush or some- 
thing, so I headed back. 

But they were still beveraging-it- 
up inside a ring of trucks. I stopped, 


dismounted, and walked over. They 
kept quiet while I pulled off my 
riding hat, and they kept giving me 
one of those smiles. You know that 
smile. The Monday morning in the 
home room smile when somehow all 
vour friends found out that you'd 
spent Saturday night with one of 
those girls. Somebody said “Well” 
with a question mark on the end, 
and I started to describe my sensa- 
tions. They all laughed before I 
could finish and started smiling that 
way again. I'd been initiated. 

After some of the sweat evapor- 
ated, I had a chance to examine the 
machine — but not much of a chance 
since the desert types immediately 
started hogging the bike again. First 
thing vou see is that the engine cases 
are brown, not black. How strange. 
And the gearshift and kickstarter 
look very familiar. By using induc- 
tive, deductive and reductive reas- 
oning — and by asking a lot of ques- 
tions — I found that George Ethridge 
had built this Elsinore because so 
many people wanted a lightweight 
250 for desert and play riding. He 
took a CR250M, whipped out the 
motor, bolted an MT250 bottom to 


It will take a snow job to change this headline 


WILLI/MAICO WINNERS? 


As the World Championship 500cc Motocross reporters have 
pointed out, all that stands between Willi Bauer/Maico and the 
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COOPER MOTORS 
110 E. Santa Anita Ave. 
Burbank, Ca. 91502 


Bauer, Wolsink and Schultz. 


out in front! 


WEST 


world title for 1973 is the controversial Austrian snowstorm . 
the top riders boycotted the Austrian Grand Prix because of 
unsafe and unsatisfactory conditions caused by the snow. If the 
Austrian results are thrown out — and this will be voted on offi- 
cially by FIM in October — guess who wins. WILLI! Whatever 
FIM decides, Willi did win 7 victories in the Series to DeCoster’s 
5. More power to both of them — they’re great! 


the CR top end, carb, etc, and 
strapped the whole thing back into 
the frame. Then he took a ride, 
swelled with pride, and got very 
pleased with himself. He should be. 
The CR’s power is spread through 
the MT’s wide-range gearbox. The 
heavier MT lower pieces and the 
addition of a flywheel let you churn 
through the raspiest terrain. And the 
handling is somewhere in between 
a trials ‘bike and an MXer; it steers 
quick and is responsive to body- 
think, but it’s stable in the air and 
at speed. Ralph Nader would even 
like it. A gnarly front tire, a bash 
plate and a green off-road stickie 
complete the setup. 

John, you have got to trade in 
your SL. “And Team, get your hands 
on one of these. George Ethridge 
has invented an Elsinore Ridge Run- 
ner, a bike that'll walk on mud, leap 
scrub pine, level Back Mountain, and 
still do 80 down fireroads. 

With the headlight off an old 
Rolls, a taillight off a Hardly Dav- 
idson, and even one of John Penton’s 
tool bags strapped on a sewer pipe 
mount, this bike will weigh 240 

Cont'd. on page 97 


(All 


As always, the Maico’s gave a good account of themselves 
throughout the Grand Prix Series, with fine performances from 


You can depend on it in your own riding — with MAICO you're 


EAST MID-WEST 


EASTERN MAICO DEBENHAM IMPORTS 
Royal & Duke St. 
Reedsville, Pa. 17084 


Route 1, Box 211 
Antioch, IlI. 60002 
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TRAIL TRICKERY 


By CARL 


PART TWO SHIPMAN 


Rocks, 
logs 

and things 
that 

go bump 
in the 


A Lat 


& i : i 


daytime 


Doing it right, Shep lofts the front wheel at the rock and 
contacts it with the tire, which makes the front end go still 
higher in the air. 


Harold Shepard tells a story about 
a time he was riding in the Cloud- 
croft Enduro. That year the route 
ran up a beautiful mountain valley 
which would have been a delightful 
Sunday ride, except for the fact that 
the floor of the valley was com- 
pletely covered with a tangle of fall- 
en logs. 

The straight-line distance for this 
stretch was no more than two or 
three miles. However, the zig-zag 
route through the logs was more like 


Hold the front end high with engine power while the rear 
tire rolls up to the face of the rock. 


When the rear tire starts walking up the rock step, you can Shep rode up and down the vertical side of this little rock to 
start dialing off throttle to bring the front end down. show proper technique. Here he is doing it all wrong. 
The frame is hung up on the rock while the front tire is still 
off the ground. 
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Going down the same rock step. As the 
front wheel nears the drop-off, lift it up 
with engine power and body position. 
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15. He was behind a gaggle of slow 
runners and was gradually falling 
behind schedule. He soon tired of 
trying to pass them one at a time so 
he just started riding over the logs in 
a straight line toward the top of the 
valley. Pretty soon he came out onto 
clear path once again and hit the 
next check pretty close to schedule. 

A single log, big enough to make 
a house with, is fun for Shep and he 
will go out of his way to ride over 
one just for practice. On our trail 
ride where we took these pictures we 
didn’t find any super-big logs, which 
is just as well anyway. The object of 
this is not to show you a log so huge 
that you are not likely to attempt it 
and then tell you how to do just that. 
It is to show you some logs which 
you can learn to hop over immedi- 
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ately, and tell you how. 

If a log is small enough to fit un- 
der the frame of your bike, then no 
..., technique is really required. The 
3427 best thing is to lift the front wheel a 
os bit as the tire goes over, but you can 
just ride into it, slowly, and the front 
wheel will bounce over followed by 
the rear wheel. 

Lifting the front wheel is impor- 
tant in several of these exercises and 
vou should learn to do it if you don’t 
already know how. On a bike with- 
out a lot of low-end grunt, you have 


And you land like this, balanced on the 
pegs, knees flexing to help the bike land 
gently. 


If you don’t want to jump off the rock, 
close the throttle as soon as you are sure 
you have frame clearance. This drops the 
front end quickly and lets you make a 
sudden turn, for example, if you need to. 
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to help quite a bit. As you approach 
the place where you want to get the 
front end up, you push down on the 
handlebars to compress the fork 
springs. Then, you simultaneously 
shift your body weight toward the 
back, pull up on the bars, and open 
the throttle. This combination will 
lift the front wheel on any bike. If 
there is good low-end power you can 
skip compressing the front fork 
springs. Just crank on throttle and 
move your weight to the rear. 

Good practice ground for learning 
this stunt is a field with some clumps 
of grass or weeds. Practice picking 
up the front end and carrying it in 
the air over a clump. Setting it down 
precisely is just as important as pick- 
ing it up at the right place, so you 
work at it until you can do both ex- 
actly where you want to. 

If a log is big enough to fuss over, 
then there are two things to think 
about. First, there will not be frame 
clearance. Second, because the log 
is round, a big one will stop the for- 
ward motion of the bike if you just 
ride into it. You may go over but 
your bike won't. 

You have to lift the front wheel as 
you approach so it touches the log at 
the center of curvature, or higher. 
In other words, so that the contour 
of the log tends to cause the wheel 
to roll on over the log rather than 
under it. 

The best way is to lift the front 
wheel so the tire just kisses the log 
and then goes higher up in the air. 
By using throttle to keep the wheel 
up, the next point of contact will be 
the rear tire touching the log, unless 
you are attacking a monster biggie. 
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When you feel the rear tire start- 
ing to climb up the log, you can start 
reducing throttle, because the log 
will act as a pivot and momentum 
will rock the bike forward so the 
front wheel moves down toward the 
ground on the other side. 

If the log is really big, the frame 
or your bash plate will hit the log 
before your rear tire does. In this 
case you have to slide the frame part 
way over the top of the log before 
the rear tire can contact it and roll 
on over. When you feel the frame in 
contact, shift your weight forward 
and push down on the handlebars 
to help out. As the frame is sliding 
along and the rear tire is starting to 
get some bite into the log, it takes 
some judgment and experience to 
know how much throttle you should 
be using. If you are still using as 
much throttle as you did to lift the 
front wheel, it will be too much. The 
rear tire will bite into the log and 
fling the back of the bike upwards. 
You should be using less throttle 
than that but still enough to help the 
rear part of the bike crawl over the 
log. Sometimes momentum alone is 
enough. 

The way to get a feel for this is 
to use too little power at the begin- 
ning because the consequences are 
less severe. When you get the front 
end up and the frame is just contact- 
ing the log, close the throttle com- 
pletely. If it’s just an average big log 
you will probably go on over it. If 
not, then the worst that can happen 
is that you get stuck on top. Put your 
feet down on the log, push and wig- 
gle with a little more throttle until 
the rear tire bites and you can get 
the rest of the way over. 

Naturally, you worry about the 
frame while doing this and a good 
bash plate helps. If you hit enough 
logs enough times, and hard enough, 
you are going to bend the bottom 
of the frame and will eventually 
have to straighten it out a again. How- 
ever, with practice you will find 
that vou don’t really have to hit the 
log hard. 

If vou approach at about walking 
speed, give the bike a burst of throt- 
tle and pull up on the bars, the front 
end will come up as discussed earlier 
out in the weed patch. You should 
always touch the log with your front 


tire because this does two things. By 
glancing upward off the log, it slows 
down the forward motion of the bike 
and converts some of the momentum 
into vertical movement of the front 
end. The result is fairly gentle con- 
tact between log and frame. The 
ability to pick up the front wheel 
just at the right spot so that it kisses 
the log results from your diligent 
practice out among the weeds. 

Some riders pull a big wheelie 
long before reaching the log and 
hold the wheelie until the frame 
crashes into it. This works, as far as 
getting over the log is concerned, 
but is unnecessarily rough on the 
bike. 

There is no reason to worry much 
about hitting the frame on a dirt 
bank or gently on a log. There is 
reason to worry about hitting it on 
hard rock. This can happen when 
going up a rock ledge or when com- 
ing down one, although it can usu- 

ally be avoided by technique. When 
I am riding and see a place where 
I feel sure I am going to bash the 
frame into a rock, I don’t ride there. 
If necessary, I will get off and man- 
handle the bike. 

The rock or ledge that requires 
getting off and lifting the bike either 
up or down is much larger than 
many people seem to think. Unless 
the sides are absolutely vertical you 
can ride up a rock as high as an of- 
fice desk and sometimes higher. 
Even if the sides are vertical (or 
even concave) you can ride down a 
step which is about twice the diame- 
ter of your tires — approximately 
four feet high. If it slopes a little 
and has some runout at the bottom, 
you can ride down nearly anything. 

The technique for going up a rock 
is similar to going over a log, with 
one big difference. You do not want 
the frame to touch the rock and 
therefore you use the throttle dif- 
ferently. Do the same things at the 
beginning. Approach at a walking 
speed, loft the front wheel at the 
rock and touch it with the tire, which 
will cause the wheel to go even 
higher in the air. As the front wheel 
comes up, use enough throttle to 
keep the frame up off the rock. 
When the rear tire touches the rock 
there will normally be good traction 
and the idea is to walk the rear tire 


If the bike jumps off the rock with the front end a little 
higher than the rear, it will normally land on the rear wheel 
first, which is the right way to do it if you are going fast. 
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Logs this size are easy. However, as you can see, the log is 
slightly higher than the frame so you have to hold the 
frame up a bit while going over it. 
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When you can hop over little logs with no problem, you can 
work up to bigger ones. Even a log this size does not require 
you to hit it with the frame. Here, Harold Shepard has just 
kissed the log with his front tire and the front end of the 
bike is moving upwards. 


up the rock while keeping the front 
end high enough so the frame clears. 

When the rear tire is getting near 
the top of the ledge, dial off the 
throttle and push forward on the 
bars. Both of these will bring the 
front end down. If done correctly, 
the front tire should contact the sur- 
face on top of the step just as the 
rear tire comes over the edge and, at 
that time, the forward speed of the 
bike should be very slow. The best 
place to see people doing this trick, 
and a good place to learn to do it, 
is at an Observed Trials. It is not a 
good idea to try to learn this when 
you are 15 miles from the highway 
on some remote trail. After you learn 
the stunt, it changes difficult trails 
with rock steps into fun trails with 
rock steps. 

If you climbed up steps all morn- 
ing and you return by the same 
route, then you are going to go down 
steps all afternoon. 

Let’s say your bike has nine inches 
of frame clearance and you are going 
over a step which is only eight inches 
high. If you just roll up to the edge 
and let the front wheel drop over, 
the front fork will compress and 
your frame will bash the rock. So, 
even over small drop-offs, some tech- 
nique is required. 

What you think about is keeping 
the bike horizontal until the rear tire 
rolls up to the edge of the drop. 
Then you can lower the front end 
without any danger of bashing the 
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frame or breaking the engine case. 

Throttle does it, combined with 
your body placement. Just before the 
front tire goes over the edge, use 
more throttle and move your body 
back on the bike. Naturally you are 
standing on the pegs. Depending on 
how much throttle you use and your 
body English, the front wheel will 
be projected out into space so that 
it is below horizontal, level with the 
rear wheel, or higher than the rear 
wheel. 

Sometimes it doesn’t matter which 
of these you do, but more often it 
does matter. If below that rock step 
the trail is smooth and straight, you 
‘an gleefully wheelie off the ledge 
and ride the rear wheel on down the 
trail. 

Many times there will be loose 
rocks at the bottom of the drop-off, 
or you will have to turn immediately, 


Sz ee 


After glancing the front wheel up off the 
log, the frame is held up by engine 
power until the rear tire gets to the log. 


or both. In such cases you want to 
be going as slowly as you can, which 
means you close throttle and drop 
the front wheel just as soon as you 
think you have cleared the ledge 
with the frame. 

The accompanying photos show 
Harold Shepard going over rocks 
and logs which are higher than the 
frame. These are not super-difficult 
challenges. Just by looking at the 
pictures and reading the descrip- 
tions, you should be able to go out 
immediately and ride logs and ledges 
this size. From there you can get just 
as brave as you choose. o 
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As you can see, by holding the front end high, the frame 
never touches the log. A log about half again as large as this 
one may require frame contact in order to get over it. 


As the rear tire comes over the log, 
reduce throttle to let the front end down 
and then modestly hide behind the 
nearest tree. Notice the size of the log 
compared to the size of the rear wheel. 


Reduce throttle as the 
rear tire comes over the 
log and you will land like this. 
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mono LOADING RAMP $ 


DB’S KEY FINDINGS 

Loading ramps have been long 
overdue for a hard look by the cyc- 
ling experts at DIRT BIKE, and our 
investigations were very revealing. 
We subjected several nationally 


known ramps to tests that were al- 
most diabolical in their severity, in- 
tensity and sheer destructiveness. 
We found only two top performers, a 
smattering of middle-of-the-packers, 
and a couple of real bummers. Read 
on. 
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From Jack Flak of Wishek, North 
Dakota: “Dear DB, please publish 
this letter from a lonely dirt freak. 
No one seems to want to ride with 
me anymore. It all started when I 
traded my Hodaka for a Yankee Z. 
Every weekend something horrible 
would happen. First Dan and I 
slipped on the tailgate of my 4WD 
and dropped the machine on Fred, 
Walt and Billy who were picking up 
the back end. Fred’s in traction still, 
Walt took up the sport of trout- 
squeezing, and Billy doesn’t answer 
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his phone anymore. Then Dan hurt 
his back. Then the Z tipped over and 
fell on Frank’s pet beaver and even 
ruined the pelt. What can I do now 
that everyone is underwhelmed with 
me and my Z?” 

Or from Tony Nicosoli of Zep, 
Pennsylvania: “Hey DB, how can I 
get my 93cc Allstate off the roof of 
the garage? My little brother rode it 
out his bedroom window. He'll be all 
right in a couple of months and likes 
your magazine a lot.” 

For these people and hundreds like 


DECEMBER 1973 


DIRT BIKE 
gets loaded 


so you 
don’t get 
un-loaded 


Sophisticated DIRT BIKE load testing apparatus consists 
of official DB scales, hydraulic jack, Dodge van, 
Rumbler American, and assorted high-grade bricks. 

The Rocky moans and yields under the 500-pound force. 


them across the country, that great, 
silent, suffering majority, the answer 
is a loading ramp. 

But which loading ramp? A $45 
zoot-capri folding, telescoping, auto- 
graphed special with four-channel 
sound and rubber bumpers? Or the 
very spiffy type with built-in pockets 
for spare parts. Or how about a six- 
foot 2 x 6 of Douglas fir for $3? After 
all, you have to watch your money 
these days, when $3 gets you about 
a pound of hamburger, or the thumb 
and palm of one MX glove. 


Graham’s reveals sharp unfinished 
edges. Dangerous. 
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Graham’s cuts paper and skin equally well. 
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MOTORCYCLE LOADING RAMPS: PERFORMANCE AND SPECIFICATIONS 


Loading 
Unloading 


Tipping 
Guiding 


Wet 


Traction Biy 


Strength 


Storage Ease 


Durability 
Weight (pounds) 
Length (inches) 


Appearance 


Letters mean what you think they mean. 


Grease, oil, dirt and grit were 
applied liberally to all collapsibles. 
This is the A.V.D. hinge. 


G Mg á 7 Ay 
Slippage was tested both wet and 


dry. The extrusions didn't work too 
well here as a whole. 
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The question was posed to the 
staff of DIRT BIKE Magazine, the 
dirt-oriented consumer compendium. 
A high-rolling project was soon 
funded by Hi-Torque Pub’s. Organ- 
ization charts were drawn up. A Di- 
rector of Loading Ramp Research 
was appointed. PERT and CPM 
computer programming was initi- 
ated. A team of sample collectors was 
selected. A Chief Loader was as- 
signed. Then the tests were made 
with great scientific rigor. And at 
last we wrote reports for the DOT, 
DOD, EPA, AMA, MIC, and vou. 


THE OLD STANDBY FAILS 

One of the first things we found 
out was that the wooden plank 
doesnt make it. The board only 
functions well under ideal conditions 
like perfect weather, dry riding, co- 
ordinated loaders and a lot of fore- 
thought. Should any of these be miss- 
ing, the board falls flat on its face. 
First of all, in stock form, it gives 
you splinters (though we admit that 
wood splinters are easier to take than 
metal ones), and when you trv to 
back a bike onto it, usually you 
knock it off the tailgate. The wood 
offers little traction to begin with, 
and when its wet or your tires are 
muddy, wood is slicker than owl 
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- Cross sections of extrusion ramp vs. 
formed sheet. The bends guided the 
tire better than the extrusions. 


Triple A unit shows its handy tailgate 
clip ,extra-wide lip, flared end, etc. 


stuff. Stock, the plank is easy to tip 
over, it doesn’t help guide the 
wheels, nor will it prevent your cas- 
ually walking your bike off the edge 
and smashing the picnic cooler that’s 
always behind your truck. 

Of course, you can modify your 
2 x 6. Drill it for lightness, punch 
out traction holes or glue down sand- 
paper strips, put on a lip, and install 
side runners. That'll run you about: 
$3 for the board; $2 more for the 
sides; a buck for assorted nails, nuts, 
and bolts; another dollar for a metal 
lip; $12 for an electric drill; $5 for 
a hammer; 79 cents for bandages; $3 
for pizza and beer to keep yourself 
interested, etc. 

We have to rate the wooden plank 
NOT ACCEPTABLE. So that leaves 
the ramps you can buy from the 
accessories after the fact. And how 
does your local bike freak know 
which ramp to buy? Usually his 
whole testing procedure consists of 
picking up a ramp, shaking it a little, 
and asking the dealer how much it 
costs. 


TEST PROCEDURES 
We get to be a little more destruc- 
tive; we didn't have to empty our 
own pockets. So we evaluated each 
ramp with the same criteria in mind: 
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Each ramp was use-tested several times by sweaty editors. 
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Rocky ramp buckled from a 500-pound load applied 
over a 20-square-inch area. 


Int'l Cycle House (A.V.D.) model 
looked shabby after a little 
work-over. 


We checked their efficiency in load- 
ing and unloading, examined trac- 
tion, and watched for details like 
tipping and guiding the tire. We also 
weighed and measured, checked for 
sharp edges, and determined if all 
the parts were supplied for those you 
put together yourself. We threw 
them on the ground, we backed 
over them with a van (inadvertent- 
ly, of course); and we called them 
nasty names in front of their peers. 
We poured oil on the folding models 
and then applied dirt and grit. Right 
on the most crucial areas. 

We checked their strength by 
loading the center of each ramp to 
500 pounds using a hydraulic jack 
and the official DIRT BIKE Scales. 
Since this represents about 900 
pounds of bike weight in real life, 
we figured other fatigue and impact 
tests would be superfluous. Keep in 
mind, however, that loading a 250- 
pound motorcycle repeatedly may 
eventually equal the destructiveness 
of our test. 


TO FOLD OR NOT TO FOLD 

Folding ramps represent a grow- 
ing segment of the ramp market, 
what with more and more Japanese 
trucks, And short-bed American 
trucks aren't all that lengthy either. 
So we included three samples of 
folding ramps in our tests. In gen- 
eral, these ramps suffered the most 
in our load test, of deforming perma- 
nently when the other ramps would 
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simply spring back into shape. 


SAFETY FIRST 

Since most buyers of motorcycle 
loading ramps use their ramps to 
load motorcycles, either before or 
after riding their machines, and since 
motorcycle riding has its own ele- 
ments of risk, we considered safety 
in our ratings. After all, it makes no 
sense to hurt yourself before riding, 
and who needs it after a hot day of 
wicking it? For this reason we were 
forced to rate the Graham’s standard 
and telescopic models CONDITION- 
ALLY ACCEPTABLE. Both ramps 
are constructed of one sheet of metal, 
folded to form sides, and punched to 
give traction. Both sides and the 
edges of the holes were sharp enough 
to severely lacerate fingers or what- 
ever else a user might rub against 
the ramp. The Yamaha model tested 
also suffered the same failing, but to 
a lesser degree. Consequently, it was 
downrated, but we still marked it 


ACCEPTABLE. 


RATINGS OF MOTORCYCLE 
LOADING RAMPS 
Ratings should be used in conjunc- 
tion with accompanying table. Ex- 
cept as noted, all are non-collapsible. 
Prices are list, rounded to the nearest 
dollar; discounts may be available. 


ACCEPTABLE — Good 
The following were judged 
about equal. Listed alphabetically 
yJ TRIPLE A ($20). This is the 
only steel ramp tested, and boy, is it 
ever heavy-duty. You can load any 
Electra-Glide with knobbies that you 
can find. This ramp has design inno- 
vations that the others havent 
dreamed of: flared ends, tailgate 
flange, turned-down dirt end, deep 
traction louvers at the upper end 
where you need them, rust-proof 
paint job (until vou scratch it). It 
passed our tipping test, the tire-guid- 
ing test and the traction test with 
ease. But it’s not perfect. First of all, 
it weighs 17 pounds, and that’s a 
little too hefty for much carrying 
about. And secondly, the side run- 
ners are very narrow; if you don’t 
push the bike exactly up the middle, 
the knobs catch the side and prog- 
ress halts until vou back up and be- 
gin again. 
v¥ WEBCO ($16). The Webco 
looks just like you imagine a ramp 
should; as a matter of fact, its dis- 
gustingly typical. But it also passed 
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all our tests, even the difficult Clum- 
sy Unloading Test where we tried to 
mess up. Its only deficiency is the lip 
that rests on the truck; that could 
have been wider. A BEST BUY. 
ACCEPTABLE — Fair-to-Good 

The following models were 
judged to be slightly raspier than the 
preceding ramps. Listed in order of 
increasing price. 

KAWASAKI ($15). Tridair ac- 
tually makes this ramp, one of their 
own, and another for Casler. They’re 
all decent ramps that differ only 
slightly. All are aluminum extrusions 
ane flared sides and traction holes. 
They're the prettiest ramps in the 
batch, if that turns you on. They’re 
strong, light, durable and competent 
performers. The bad points are that 
they lack traction, especially when 
the ramps are wet, and the flared 
sides make for tipping troubles; one 
flipped out during the test and made 
like a propeller. It chased an editor 
for blocks. The Kawasaki version has 
a big K on the lip, the lip is riveted 
to the ramp, and it’s the cheapest. 
Draw your own conclusions. 

TRIDAIR ($20). Same as Ka- 
wasaki, expect the truck end is cut 
at an angle to make clearing it with 
your engine cases easy and the lip is 
wider and bolted, not riveted. 

CASLER ($23). Same as Kawa- 
saki, except lip is bolted on. 

A.V.D. (International House of 
Cycles; $25). This is a folder, and 
another pretty ramp besides. It had 
some good workmanship and design 
features too, It has sandpaper-type 
stuff on it for traction while loading, 
and some more on the underside of 
the lip. Nice touch that. Ready for 
the bad news? The A.V.D. was the 
flimsiest ramp we tested; it began to 
bend at about 300 pounds and at 
500, testers were running for fear of 
shrapnel. After the test, it looked as 
bent as one a staffer owns and has 
been abusing for some time. Actual- 
ly, once it’s “broken in” and starts to 
look funny, it doesn’t seem to get 
worse. Just don’t load a 650 Triumph 
with it. On second thought, go ahead 
if vou want to; this ramp is actually 
guaranteed, 

ROCKY (Rocky Cycles: $25). 
The Rocky is a folding ramp similar 
to the A.V.D., and the only reason 
it’s listed after the A.V.D. is that this 
thing has no traction aids at all. It’s 
almost as bad in this way as the 
NOT ACCEPTABLE wooden plank. 


Cont'd. on page 94 


THE CHOICE 
OF CHAMPIONS 


Gold Belt, the newest, best. One size 
fits everyone—27 to 40. 


Higher support, always fits. 


Worn by Joel Robert, Roger DeCoster, 
Jim Pomeroy, Parnelli Jones, Dave 
Ekins, Bob Steffan, Preston Petty, Mal- 
colm Smith, Gene Cannady, Bill Silver- 
thorn and a whole bunch more. 


$15.95 


Send check or money order 
Special Introductory Offer 
Add 50¢ for postage and handling. 
(California residents add 5% sales tax.) 


SIMON SAYS YES 


P.O. Box 69129 Dept. DB 
Los Angeles, CA 90069 


If you thought last month’s were bad 


Wonder if Charlton Heston 
is really entered in this 
hundred-mile Ape Scrambles? 


the Geritol bunch next door?” 

The clincher was yet to come. All 
those wealthy dudes at the country 
club had found out about Half Fast 
Park and, by pulling a string here 
and scratching a palm there, had 
gotten an injunction to have the track 
closed down on the country club’s 
opening day. The  Boondockers 
fought hard and spent every cent 
of their gate receipts for legal aid, 
but the cause was lost. 

May 7th was the day of reckoning. 
Sheriff Harold Stacy himself showed 
up to see that the closing was order- 
ly. The club members were there 
too, with the exception of Brady, but 
they didn’t fight it. They just listen- 
ed quietly as Sheriff Stacy read the 
injunction. The golf course was now 


Bench Racing Contest Leftovers 


By the Readers of DIRT BIKE 


BEAR RUN 

Every year my brother and I go to 
the upper part of Michigan to ride 
the big woods. We have a special 
place to take our big-mouth, know- 
it - all, I - can - do - it - better - than - 
you-type pals. We call it Bear Run. 

We found it a couple of years ago 
while riding a very hilly, wooded 
section. When climbing hills, we al- 
ways have one person stay on top 
while the other one tries to go down 
the hill. This way, you orks have to 
pack one bike out if the hill can’t be 
made. It was my turn to try first. 

As I slid and bounced to the bot- 
tom, it looked like we had found one 
that couldn’t be climbed. At the bot- 
tom there was just room enough to 
turn the bike. The trees were very 
thick and it was loose, sandy soil. 
The only way out was up one path. 
Next to the path at the bottom was 
a large hole one could fall into with 
no trouble at all. I almost fell into it 
and then I hit some rocks and bit the 
dust. Then the front wheel got just 
a bit high. I had so much dust stirred 
up, I eouldntt see a thing. I stopped 
next to the hole and started to yell 
for help when I heard a deep, rum- 
bling sound coming from the hole. 
I leaned over and looked in — Whee- 
oow! There was the biggest, meanest, 
maddest bear I have ever seen. I had 
awakened him, and thrown dirt in 
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his bed to boot! 

I didn’t have a bit of trouble mak- 
ing the hill! I cleared the top yell- 
ing, “No, no, no” as my brother start- 
ed down. He thought I was just 
showing off for him. I had hardly 
gotten off my bike and up a tree 
when he was up again. He told me 
he had just tumed his bike around 
when something smacked his rear 
fender. How he made it up that hill, 
between those trees, while looking 
behind I'll never kon 

Donald L. Creech 
Berkley, Michigan 


BRADY'S REVENGE 

Half Fast Motocross Park stood 
as a monument to months of hard 
work by the Mayville Boondockers 
Motorcycle Club. Everyone who 
rode it said it was the most challeng- 
ing course in the state, and all of 
the best flocked there each Sunday 
for full-blown racing. 

Everything was cool, til that one 
day a cloud of dust, not raised by 
knobbies, hung in the cloudless sky. 
Next door to good ol Half Fast Park 
a hoard of CZ-colored graders, trac- 
tors and caterpillars cut their evil 
swath through the woods. A new 
subdivision- Couldn’t be. What, then? 

The mystery was solved later that 
week when Greg read about it in the 
paper. “A country club? Next to Half 
Fast Park? Man, what'll we do with 


open and the multicolored golf carts 
could be seen poking down the long 
hill from the first tee on their mon- 
otonous journeys. 

Suddenly an alien sound pierced 
the air — rrrraaaapppp! What! Sher- 
iff Stacy stopped reading and turned 
to see Brady, proudly mounted on 
his 501 Maico, sitting on the first 
tee revving his engine. Excited golf- 
ers had run to get the manager, who 
was now moving quickly toward the 
bright yellow Maico. Brady snicked 
into first and gassed it. When he 
reached the lip of the tee, he flew 
in a graceful arc 30 feet out and 
landed in a spray of Bermuda grass 
and earth. A four and a half-inch 
trench was dug the length of the 
fairway, and capped off with a dou- 
ble doughnut on the neatly mani- 
cured green. Brady never looked bet- 
ter: crossed-up jumps off the greens, 
wheelies down the fairways, oppo- 
site lock through the sand traps, 
and wreaking havoc with the course. 

Reinforcements were called in. He 
wasn’t going to escape from this! 
The entire course was surrounded 
with squad cars, police cycles, and 
emergency cars sealing off every 
gap. Brady wasn’t impressed. He 
just gassed it in top gear, blasting 
toward the steeply banked seventh 
green next to the road. When he 
reached the green, he sailed far off 
the outer edge, completely over the 
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black-and-whites parked along the 
road, and down a secret trail where 
his van was parked. Quickly he 
loaded the Maico up the ramp, tied 
it down, and hopped into the driver's 
seat. He twisted the key, the starter 
turned over a few times, and... 
nothing. A cold sweat broke out on 
Brady’s brow as he sensed being 
stared at. There, peering into the 
side window was Sheriff Stacy with 
a broad grin on his face. The Econo- 
lines coil wire dangled from his 
hand. 

Charlie Clabough 

Memphis, Tennessee 


THIS LAND IS MINE 

We were a northern California 
group on our fourth desert trip. We 
were out on our last ride of the day 
after a filling dinner that had been 
hazardously consumed with an over- 
abundance of Red Mountain. 

The sun had just slid below the 
horizon as we paused for one of the 
frequent “fix-it” rests and as usual, 
it was the ’66 Bultaco. Extracting a 
plug from his parts bag, which look- 
ed like a traveling case for an NGK 
salesman, the rider removed the plug 
and dropped the plug wrapper on 
the ground. It was then that it hap- 
pened — a strong, chilling wind sud- 
denly pierced our vented jerseys 
sending shivers through our sweaty 
bodies, increasing in velocity until 
swirling sand made visibility impos- 
sible! After only seconds it began to 
subside as stinging specks of rock 
began forming a funnel that quickly 
sucked into it the flying debris to 
produce a column of spinning sand 
that reached hundreds of feet into 
the darkening sky! At the base of 
the column a glowing, almost trans- 
parent figure became more visible 
like the developing process of a pho- 
tograph. The realization of what we 
saw had us standing transfixed like 
granite gravestones. My mind raced 
with thoughts that fatigue, too much 
sun, or possibly LSD-laced Red 
Mountain had brought forth the 
image. 

The figure had the appearance of 
a large person astride an early vin- 
tage Norton. His apparel and mount 
were battered and smudged with 
white dust, as if he had just finished 
running the Mint 400. He moved 
toward us as if carrying the sand 
funnel on his back until he stopped 
some 20 yards away. None of us 
moved, petrified by the sight before 
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us. His arm raised and he pointed a 
meatless finger at our frozen group 
as a deep booming voice could be 
heard over the whine of the devil 
wind. These words came thundering 
at us and became etched in our mem- 
ories like lightning bolts writing on 
rock. 


“There’s a land beyond that you 
have yearned for, 

With trails, streams and sweeping 
berms. 

Most riders find it when their time 
has come, 

But some will be stripped of eternal 
fun. 

Like me, they're condemned to this 
barren waste; 

To ride for eternity in shameful dis- 
grace. 

Misuse of land was my only crime, 

But the sentence imposed is to the 
end of time. 

If you wish to have your riding 
dreams, 

Don’t litter the land or pollute the 
streams. 

Protect this land from shore to shore. 

It once was mine and now it’s yours.” 


As fast as the figure appeared it 
vanished, leaving an almost frighten- 
ing stillness, each man feeling total- 
ly alone and empty. 

You may consider this to be fic- 
tion of the highest degree. If you do, 
then explain why nine adult men 
were crawling around the desert, 
in the middle of the night with 
flashlights, searching for a single 
spark plug wrapper. 

Larry Depriest 
San Jose, California 


GETTING A TOW JOB 

Me and the boys had been out in 
the woods for a Sunday blast when 
one of the bikes sheared a key on 
his crank, thus putting an end to the 
day. Being too far to bump and roll, 
one of the mob scooted back and 
returned with a long electrical ex- 
tension cord to tow the injured Hon- 
da with. After a few minutes of in- 
structions and the tying of many 
slip knots (they didn’t look like slip 
knots ), we started back to the trucks, 
the injured bike in tow behind mine. 

Then, one of the local 95-pound 
weaklings, on a trick Husky, zapped 
past us making rude remarks and 
gestures about our predicament. We 
tried not to let it bother us, but then 
he came by again. This time on his 


rear wheel, while thumbing his nose 
with one hand and pulling a cross-up 
with the other. 

That was it. My mind snapped and 
I wrenched the throttle open with 
such force that the thing jammed 
wide open. The front wheel sprang 
up sharply and the bike danced wild- 
ly for an instant. Being the super- 
skilled rider I am, I froze to the 
bars and began to scream. My next 
thought was to relieve second gear 
of its misery, so I worked the box up 
the scale. Suddenly, with the front 
wheel slowly dropping to the ground, 
there was a great crunch that tore 
away my rear brakes and sent me 
sailing into the air. As I looked down 
and to the rear of me, which wasn’t 
difficult at the time, I could see the 
Husky that must have been dropped 
by the kid at the beginning of all 
the confusion. It took me nearly 20 
yards before I caught him. 

At this point the front wheel and 
I had settled and I could see the end 
of the field approaching. So, with 
more deductive reasoning, I decid- 
ed the only way to stop was to kill 
the engine. This was done by some 
fancy ballet work with my left foot; 
you don’t dare take your hands off 
a Yammie. Strange, just about that 
same time there was another great 
howling. 

Within a few yards, the Mikuni, 
exhausted from its workout, gasped 
and died from lack of food. I had 
lost the rear brake and was afraid 
of the front, so to stop I danced the 
one-leg jig on the shifter (something 
like Smokey the Bear putting out a 
fire). I came to a dead stop. 

While I cleared my heart from my 
throat, I worked the throttle free 
with both hands. I turned around 
and, hot damn, O fudge, I forgot I 
was towing the 75! There he was, 
still seated on his now badly bent 
bike, eyes sealed tighter than the 
cases on the old Honda. White- 
knuckled hands were permanently 
welded to a pair of oddly shaped 
bars that had been bent with the 
strength of a hundred Indians (no 
slight intended ). Both legs were out- 
stretched like a kid’s learner wheels 
and both feet were now protruding 
through his slightly worn sneakers. 
I told you they werent slip knots. 
What stamina! What a monument 
to human endurance! What a mess. 

R. Blacklock 
Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada & 
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TECH INSPECTION 


GOOD REASON 


WHY IT 


WON'T RUN 


It has to run, if you 
know what to look for 


By LARRY SHAWHAN 


During the course of my long 
training as a motorcycle mechanic I 
had a religious experience — cathar- 
sis, as the old motorcycle devotee, 
Aristotle, would say—which changed 
me instantaneously from a mystic- 
ally-oriented parts changer and 
guesser to a competent wrench. 

The catharsis came after four 
years of puzzling with frustrating, 
non-working motorcycles; after four 
years of tinkering with carburetors, 
reading service manuals, experiment- 
ing with spark plugs, adjusting 
points, and smashing fingers and gas 
tanks in rage; after four years of at- 
tributing meticulously arranged 
pieces of metal with diabolical minds 
intent on destroying my sanity. 

The bit of knowledge which was 
responsible for my miraculous trans- 
formation from a fumbling grease- 
monkey into an able mechanic came 
from a man six years younger than 
me named Roger. Roger is an ex-flat- 
tracker who abruptly stopped roar- 
ing in half-mile ovals one Fourth of 
July when he took out an eight-inch 
wooden guardrail post with his head. 
He didn’t ride professionally after 
that, but he became one of the best 
wrenches in the business. 

In the shop where Roger and I 
worked, my first assignment one 
Monday morning was a machine 
which most service department em- 
ployees would gladly accept in their 
workslot. It was a new bike, well 
taken care of, with no grease, mud, 
rollbars, windshields or other gar- 
bage to get in the way, and the own- 
er had brought it in because he 
couldn’t get it started. Easy enough, 
I thought, as I pushed it to my work 
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area. I kicked the engine over, choke 
on, choke off; sure enough, it would- 
n't start. I checked the gas. Full. I 
took out a spark plug, held it against 
the head and cranked the engine 
over. Spark. My mind flashed on 
numerous malfunctions. Could it.be 
bad valves? Shorted wires? Dirt in 
the carburetor? I randomly checked 
some more things, kicked the bike 
over — nothing. I checked more, 
kicked more, thought more, swore, 
kicked, and sweat. Finally, exasper- 
ated, I threw a screwdriver on the 
workbench and shouted an oath 
which sounded a little rank even in 
a motorcycle shop. Roger, the ex-flat- 
tracker and custodian of green me- 
chanics, stopped his work and came 
over to my bench. 

“What’s wrong?” 

“Son-of-a-bitch won't start!” 

“Well, don’t get upset, it has to 
start.” 

“What do you mean?” 

“A man made that machine,” 
Roger said patiently, “a man no 
smarter than you or I. It’s made out 
of metal and plastic and rubber and 
that’s all. It has to start.” 

“Well, it won't, goddamnit!” 

“It has to,” Roger repeated. “Let's 
make it simple. If an engine has 
compression, if it’s getting a proper 
gas/air mixture, and it’s getting 
spark at the right time, it must start. 
It has no choice, it has to run. Now, 
let’s pull one of these spark plugs 
and check it out.” 

And that was the revelation that 
turned me into a mechanic: There is 
no mysticism to motorcycle engines. 
They are pieces of metal, plastic and 
rubber. They are finite, understand- 


m 
goonj TEAR 


able creations of man. If an engine 
has compression, a proper gas/air 
mixture and a timed spark, it must 
run. After a person understands that 
concept, bike fixing is no longer a 
trial and error duel with a wicked 
and sneaky machine. It is a simple, 
methodical and pleasant experience 
which terminates in a sense of ac- 
complishment and a smooth-running 
bike. 

Let’s see what this revelation 
means in practice. Suppose your all- 
thumbs neighbor pushes his bike 
into your garage some Saturday 
morning and says meekly, “It won't 
start.” No backyard mechanic could 
resist such a challenge, of course, but 
once you've promised to make the 
bike run for him, where do you be- 
gin? Remember first, before you be- 
gin twisting screws, that the bike 
won't run not because it is a cantank- 
erous devil that wants to wreck your 
day — it won't start simply because 
something isn’t functioning properly. 
Either there is no compression, or 
the gas/air mixture isn’t right, or 
something is wrong with the ignition 
system. 

Let’s approach this hypothetical 
situation — the neighbor’s non-run- 
ning bike — like a professional me- 
chanic would. That means methodic- 
ally and calmly. First, a pro would 
probably check out the ignition sys- 
tem, following this sequence: Take 


out a spark plug, hold it against the - 
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cylinder or head, and kick the engine 
over — with the key on, of course — 
and see if there is a spark. If a blue 
spark jumps the gap consistently, 
chances are you have no problems in 
the ignition area. If the spark is 
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orange, weak, sporadic or non-exist- 
ent, you have a problem. If there is 
a bad spark or no spark, put in a new 
spark plug and repeat the test. Don’t 
“clean” the old plug or use a burnt- 
out wreck lying around that used to 
be in the lawnmower. Put in a new 
one. If spark is still inadequate after 
the installation of a new plug, move 
on and check either the points or the 
battery, depending on whether you 
have a magneto or battery ignition. 
Let’s discuss the battery system first. 
To check the battery on a street bike, 
turn on all the lights and blow the 
horn. The combined amperage of the 
lights and horn makes an effective 
load test. If the horn sounds strong 
and loud and the lights don’t dim 
much, your battery is OK. If you 
have stripped off the horn and lights 
youll have to devise another load 
test — but that’s not hard. Once you 
have determined the battery is good 
it’s time to move down to the points 
— where the magneto people have 
been patiently waiting while we 
talked about batteries. 

Get the points shiny with a Flex- 
Stone, sandpaper, points file or nail 
file, and then, while holding them 
open, spray them with a can of 
electric contact cleaner. If you don’t 
have a can of contact cleaner, buy 
some immediately. There is simply 
no other way to clean points. Con- 
tact cleaner will get rid of water, 
sand, oil and dust on the points, and 
it is also handy for blowing dirt 
out of carburetor passages. After 
cleaning the points, repeat the spark 
plug-held-against-the-head test. You 
should have a strong spark. If not, 
clean the points again making sure 
there isn’t a tiny piece of sandpaper 
or other bit of a non-conductor pre- 
venting good contact. Then retest. 
No spark? Check your kill button, if 
you have one, and make sure it isn’t 
grounded or, in the case of Hondas, 
turned off. As an aside, it should be 
added that if you live within two 
miles of a Honda owner you will one 
day hear a frightening, earthshaking 
scream coming from the direction of 
his garage. Why? He has just dis- 
covered he has been working on his 
bike for two hours trying to get spark 
and the kill switch was turned off. 
This happens to all Honda owners 
once in their lives, and none of them 
are ever well after that experience. 

After the kill button has been 
cleared, check all electrical connec- 
tions in the ignition system, includ- 
ing the spark plug cap and coil 
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ground. Retest. Still no spark? Tell 
the neighbor whose bike you are 
working on that there has to be a 
trip to the local bike shop, unless 
you happen to be a first-class me- 
chanic and have a lot of special 
tools, because the next course of ac- 
tion must be a continuity check on 
all wires and connections, a coil test 
using a special tester, and a con- 
denser check also using sophisticated 
shop equipment. But, in 95 percent 
of all cases, you will have fixed the 
ignition system yourself long before 
you reach this point. 

Thus far, in our efforts to fix the 
neighbor’s bike we have done a 
methodical and thorough check on 
the ignition system. Let's backtrack, 
however, and assume that on the 
first spark plug - held - against - the - 
head test the spark was fat and blue 
and the timing was reasonably close 
to specifications. This means that 
one of the other two areas—gas/air 
or compression— is causing trouble. 

Most mechanics, when they ap- 
proach a machine they are going to 
be working on, automatically take 
off the gas cap and peer in. If the 
tank is low, they fill it up. Thou- 
sands of motorcycles have been lit- 
erally torn to pieces because “it look- 
ed like it had plenty of gas,” when in 
fact the bike didn’t have enough gas 
to get it started. Assuming the gas 
tank is full (we've already determin- 
ed the spark is timed and strong), we 
make the basic gas/air test. Just as 
the spark plug-held-against-the-head 
test is basic for finding out about 
the ignition system, the following 
test is basic for checking an engine’s 
gas/air supply. Turn off the key, put 
on the choke, and kick the bike 
through a few times with the throttle 
closed. Take out a plug and look at 
it. If the plug is bone dry you aren't 
getting gas. It’s that simple. If the 
plug is dripping wet, you're getting 
too much gas. If the plug is simp- 
ly wet, you're getting the proper 
amount of gas — hopefully. “Hope- 
fully,” because you might be get- 
ting water, but a quick sniff can 
tell you this. Also, “hopefully,” be- 
cause this look-at-the-wet-on-the- 
plug test isn’t totally infallible, but 
to an experienced eye, it’s usually a 
reliable test. 

We'll analyze each of the above 
plug conditions (dry, super-wet, 
wet) one at a time. First, assuming 
the plug is dry and you have a full 
tank of gas, you operate like an ace 
mechanic and work from the tank 


down. Take off and clean the filter 
bowl attached to the fuel shut-off 
valve, and while the bowl is off, 
turn on the gas. Does gas flow? OK, 
put back the cleaned bowl and pull 
the gas line loose at the carburetor. 
Again, turn on the gas. Does it run 
out of the gas line rapidly? Good. 
Take out the carburetor main jet or 
pull the float bowl off and turn on 
the gas. Does it douse the top of the 
engine cases? Good — or bad, actu- 
ally, because if gas flows well at 
this point and the spark plug re- 
mains dry, you have to pull the car- 
buretor for a thorough cleaning. But 
before you do, put the bowl or main 
jet back and try the kick-the-bike- 
over-look-at-the-wet-on-the-plug_ test 
again. No luck? Pull the carb, and 
carefully disassemble and clean all 
the jets and passages. This cleaning 
should guarantee an adequate gas/ 
air supply when the carburetor is re- 
assembled and installed. If the plug 
isn °t wet then after a vigorous kick 
test, there are two other possibili- 
ties. One, the exhaust system may 
be blocked, which happens occasion- 
ally, particularly on two-stroke minis. 
If you suspect blockage of the ex- 
haust system, clean out the exhaust 

ort on the cylinder as well as the 
Paffles in the muffler. The second 
possibility which could cause a dry 
plug, even if the carburetor is func- 
tioning properly, is poor sealing of 
the crankcase (again a two-stroke 
problem only). If you suspect that 
the crankcase seals have blown out, 
a rare occurrence by the way, it: is 
best to take the bike to a shop where 
they can check crankcase pressure. 

What if condition two exists, that 
is, the plug is super-wet? If, when 
the spark plug is initially pulled, 
it is sooty black or, in the case of a 
new plug, dripping with gas, you 
know the engine is being drowned. 
The first item to check in this case 
is the air cleaner, to see if the filter 
is clogged. If it is, a good cleaning 
will cure the super-rich condition. 
If the air cleaner is not clogged 
and there continues to be too much 
gas on the plug, you may have also 
noticed that the float bowl is often 
overflowing. If so, you probably 
need a new float valve, because the 
old valve isn’t seating properly, and 
is causing not only the overflowing 
condition, but also the rich running. 
If you determine that the float valve 
operates properly, the problem may 
be that the engine is getting too 
much gas because someone has got- 


51 


ie 


Sa a aa aT 


52 


ten to the carburetor before you and 
“fixed” it. Regardless, at this point, 
to get the too-much-gas problem un- 
der control it is necessary to remove 
the carburetor and “blueprint” it, 
that is, put it together properly, mak- 
ing sure the main jet is the right 
size, the float is set at the proper 
height, and the needle is secured in 
the carburetor slide so it won't be 
slipping up and down independent 
of the slide. 

Now, the fuel valves and feeder 
lines have been checked out, the car- 
buretor is cleaned and blueprinted, 
the air cleaner is passing air, and the 
exhaust ports and exhaust pipe have 


makes them. 


\cMic 


*Combine Jt with the competition proven front ™ 
NABER and go in the mud with maximum 
protection and minimum hassle. 
e Built in mud flaps. @Mud deflecting deep valance. 
e Strong, light and durable as only Preston Petty 
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been checked for obstructions. If 
the ignition system is doing its job 
properly and there is compression, 
the bike will start. Remember, it has 
no choice. 

Suppose, however, that the igni- 
tion system and the gas/air system 
on neighbor’s bike have been thor- 
oughly checked out and the ma- 
chine still won’t start. Then, the 
third variable, compression, must be 
looked to. On a four-stroke, checking 
compression is simple. Get out your 
compression gauge (they're not ex- 
pensive — prices start about $5) and 
call over the neighbor, hoping he 
has a strong leg. Remove the spark 
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plug, insert the compression gauge 
in the spark plug hole, make sure 
the choke is off, and have Strong 
Leg hold the throttle grip wide open 
while he kicks the bike over briskly 
about three times. If the gauge reads 
from 130 to 160 pounds per square 
inch, chances are the rings, valves 
and head gasket are in good condi- 
tion — although if the readings are 
on the low side, the valves should 
be adjusted to make sure they are 
sealing properly. 

On a two-stroke, checking com- 
pression with a gauge is not as in- 
formative. Usually if one suspects 
a two-stroke lacks compression it is 
best to simply pull the head and cyl- 
inder and look for a holed or seized 
piston, or a leaking head gasket. On 
a two-stroke there are some other 
areas that need scrutiny in relation 
to compression. First, make sure 
the cylinder base gasket is in good 
condition, because leaks here will 
cause problems with crankcase pres- 
sure. Also, the crankshaft seals are 
crucial to proper crankcase pressure. 
Finally, check reed valves, rotary 
valves and carburetor gaskets care- 
fully on a two-stroke if you suspect 
compression problems. 


SAVE $50 ON 


Benelli minicycles are available 
at greatly reduced prices, and 
just in time for Christmas! 
Benelli’s rugged design and big- 
bike features give you years of 
trouble-free, safe riding. Models 
are available for beginners and 
experts alike. See your Benelli 
dealer or send 20¢ for decal, bro- 
chure, and nearest dealer list. 
We'll send you a FREE $50.00 
DISCOUNT COUPON good 
towards purchase! SEND TO: 


COSOMOPOLITAN MOTORS 
Hatboro, Pa. 19040 CDB 


ADDRESS 
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Compression is a tricky area, and 
most bike owners would probably 
be wise to let a competent shop work 
on suspected compression problems, 
because even skilled mechanics have 
had the experience of getting a per- 
fect compression reading, and then 
pulling out a piston that looked like 
it had been worked over by a fluting 
machine in a furniture shop. Check 
out your neighbor's ignition system; 
check his bike’s carburetion; but un- 
less you're skilled, let a shop deal 
with his bike’s compression problems. 

That’s it. Weve methodically iso- 
lated the three crucial areas of func- 
tioning on a gasoline engine, and 
we've checked them out step by step. 
This is the way ace mechanics oper- 
ate and they make bikes run. 

The biggest mistake a novice me- 
chanic usually makes is that each 
time he encounters a non-running 
bike he suspects the worst. A seas- 
oned wrench does just the opposite— 
he looks in the gas tank to see if 
there is gas; he changes the spark 
plugs; he is maddeningly simple in 
his approach to a non-running bike. 

As a novice mechanic you are 
ahead to forget all the articles you 
read in bike magazines telling you 
about exotic problems with engines. 
Internally shorted coils? Forget it. 
Bad condensers? Forget it. Indented 
camshafts, casting faults in carbure- 
tor blocks, weak points’, springs, 
etcetera, etcetera? Forget them all. 
These things happen, but rarely on 
modern bikes, and it usually takes 
a trained mechanic to find and cure 
such exotic problems anyway. 

Over half the time, a Saturday- 
morning, back-yard mechanic will 
find the bike he is working on does 
not have complicated problems at 
all, but simple ones that he can 
easily fix if hell only work in the 
systematic way outlined above. 
There are, admittedly, many mal- 
functions that can keep an engine 
from running, but an orderly ap- 
proach can solve the majority of 
these problems, because engine 
problems are finite — they're within 
the grasp of an ordinary man. 
Prayers and mystical incantations 
are not necessary to fix a bike, be- 
cause the gasoline engine is a finite 
piece of metal, rubber and plastic, 
and in the words of wise Roger, “It 
has to run.” 
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MORE FROM LUJA — MX PANTS 
$34.95.¢ Made from extremely tough 
& durable nylon-rayon blend 
material for super abrasion & tear 
resistance. Leg zippers, 2 pockets, 
etc. Washable. Racing blue w/red 
white strp. Blk w/red, Red w/ 

blk. Blu/grn/tan/red/yel strps. 

avail. $2.00 xtra. even sizes 

22-40. Trail riders pants P 
$28.95. 14.7 oz. sanfor- p 

ized vat dyed cotton duck. 3 : 
Washable. Same style & 

sizes as MX pants. Navy blu 

w/red or yellow strp. Chest 
protector $11.95.¢ Same mat. as 

MX pants. blu/red, blk/blu, 
blk/red. Also made from cotton 
duck $8.95. Navy blu/red or yel. 


Nylon jersey $10.95 r/w/blu/gld 
SMLXL +-50¢ ship.* Kidney belt $7.95 
+50¢ ship.* Give waist size. MOTO 
socks SML $2.95 +35¢  ship.* 
Iron on let. & Nos. 8” 98¢ ea. 
3” 29¢ ea. blk/w/r/blu/yel. 
+25¢ ship.* Price includes ship. 
*W/pants we pay ship. Cal. res. 
add 5% sales tax. Free info. All 
items satisfaction guaranteed. Fast 
service. 
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POWER OPTION 


Your stock bike is great. . . if it’s all you 
can handle. When you’re ready for more 
horsepower, torque and performance. 
You’re ready for Hooker Headers. 
Sophisticated, high performance exhaust 
systems. The best. Engineered, designed, 
dynotuned by pros. The largest builder of 


high performance exhaust systems in the 
world. Hooker Headers. When you want the 
best. Available at better dealers for popular 
Two and Four cycle bikes. For complete in- 
formation and two Hooker decals, send 50¢ 
handling to Hooker Headers, 1032 TF West 
Brooks Street, Ontario, California 91762. 


The CZ motocross is made 
for one purpose. To go faster 
and easier over rough terrain 
than any other bike. And to do 
it weekend after weekend, 
year-in and year-out. 

At CZ, we don’t make 
changes just to say we havea 
new model. 

So for 1973, we have made 
refinements that will help you 
go even faster. A 5 speed gear 
box for the 250. New, improved 
carburetor for all 3 bikes. A 
“sunburst” head for increased 
cooling for the 250 and 400. 
New Grand Prix tank and 
styling. And an engine that puts 
out enough ‘‘out-of-the-crate”’ 
horsepower to win every moto. 

A frame that is virtually 
unbreakable. Designed to get 
around corners quick, but 
great stability when you’re 
hooking it in the rough. 


Front forks that utilize 
all their travel to smooth out 
the whoop-de-does, and won’t 
bottom or throw you off on 
that unexpected bump. Brakes 
that you use, not brakes that 
use you. 

Strong magnesium alloy hubs 
to keep the unsprung weight 
low. 

Controls that are laid out 
for fast riding, to be comfort- 
able and accessible whether 
you're high on the berm or 
high in the air. CZ’s seat; 
strong and soft and won't let 
your spine get the third moto 
blues. 

Waterproofing and dust- 
proofing keeps the CZ engine 


‘running strong and ignition 


dry. And the dual-coil 
ignition that fires both plugs 
simultaneously so you won't 
be left stranded. Precision 
parts; chains, sprockets, 


gears that seem to last forever. 
Welded levers, Barum tires and 
a new light and flexible 
fiberglass front fender. 

At CZ, we build for speed, 
strength, handling and dura- 
bility; for motocross, cross- 
country and desert... we'll let 
our 32 world’s titles speak for 
themselves. 

CZ is built for the rider. 
That’s why it’s not only a 
better dirt bike, it’s a better 
CZ. So much better that when 
you ride one, you’ll see why 
our changes are for all the 
right reasons. 

Check one out at your 
nearest CZ dealer today. 


JAWA-CZ 


AMERICAN JAWA, LTD. 
WEST: 3745 Overland Ave., Los Angeles, Ca. 90034, Dept DB1273 
EAST: 185 Express St., Plainview, Long Island, N.Y. 11803 
CANADA: Skoda & Jawa Motors Canada Ltd. 

7600 Trans-Canada Hwy., Montreal 337 Ca. 


CZ 125-250-400 


New, for all the 


_ilonala 
SWIMCGAPIN 
Remedy 


43,000 new Hondas 


are going to need 


By Tim Imhoff 


A bikers eyes are never as bright 
as when hes wheeling his shiny, 
spanking-new scooter down the load- 
ing ramp in front of his buddies for 
the first time, and our staffers are no 
exception. Since we gave super re- 
views of the Honda Elsinore in a 
previous issue, one editor already 
purchased one of the little jewels. 
We all stood around examining the 
trick engineering it displayed, tell- 
ing each other how perfect it was. 
And then. 

And then one buddy in particular, 
namely Tom Sawyer, of Tom Sawyer 
Honda fame, strolled over and eye- 
balled it. He gave it the quick once- 
over, saw it had never even been 
ridden, and remarked, “You know 
your swingarm bushings are shot, 
don’t you?” 

“What!? Is this some kind of cruel 
joke? Impossible! Ill just grab the 
rear wheel here and . . . erg, choke, 
sputter. They do feel a taste loose!” 

An hour or two of riding proved 
that the Elsinore’s back end was in- 
deed not very stable over many sec- 
tions of the track. Sad, but true. 

The stock swingarm bushings are 
made of low-grade plastic alloyed 
with vear-old rice husks. Or maybe 
something even softer. These stock- 
ers “egg-out” just about immediately 


56 


this new bushing. Sad. 


and result in not-too-keen stability. 
Definitely not the hot setup. 

Now Tom, being the pleasant sort 
he is, wouldn’t have called it to our 
attention just to freak us out. He has 
a cure: replacement bronze bush- 
ings, specially manufactured for the 
Elsinore and MT-250, no less. 

The next day, we trucked the 
Honda over to Tom’s shop in Saugus, 
California, to have the new bushings 
installed. For only $11.95 you can’t 
beat it with a stick! One of his wiz- 
ard mechanics whipped off the Hon- 
da’s swingarm in record time and 
tapped out the plastic “imitation” 
bushings with a mallet. What ho! 
Not even any grease inside! The 
swingarm shaft has a grease fitting 
on the end, and often it comes from 
the factory clogged. Free of charge. 
Therefore no grease penetrates 
through to the bushings even though 
it backs out of the fitting as if it were 
indeed full. 

Wayne, the mechanic, lightly 
sanded the swingarm collar to make 
sure no plastic burns had been galled 
onto it from before. He then pressed 
in the new bronze bushings with a 
hydraulic press. A little grease was 
slopped on, and zip, zip, zip. The 
Honda was back together again and 
looking like its old self. We made 
insulting remarks to the stock bush- 
ings and tossed them away. They 


had been thoroughly disgraced. 

Tom is perfectly willing to sell a 
pair of his bushings to every 250 El- 
sinore or MT-250 owner in the coun- 
try, and if they bring him their 
swingarms, he'll even install them 
for two bucks. If you plan on doing 
it yourself, it’s plenty easy. Just don’t 
try hammering the bushings in, 
though. It wont work. Make your 
own press out of a hydraulic jack, 
or have it done at an auto shop. It 
should only take a minute. Tom sup- 
plies his super-bushings from Tom 
Sawyer Honda, 26062 Bouquet Can- 
yon Road, Saugus, California 91350. 
Enclose $11.95 plus 6% tax if you're 
a Californian, and you'll be in busi- 
ness. Of course, if you can drive 
over, on the other hand, you may 
get waited on by his daughter; 
hotcha! 

Are we happy with the new bush- 
ings? The new Honda now behaves 
like it should. No more rear end 
twitching sideways over small bumps 
and holes, and no more two inches 
of rear wheel sideplay. It tracks 
straight and true. Funny .. . the El- 
sinores that we tested a couple of 
months ago didn’t have any swing- 
arm play. At any rate, Elsinore and 
MT-250 owners should definitely 
think about replacing their bushings 
before they even ride it for the first 
time. Le 
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Slather a bunch of grease on the collar before installation. Sand the collar lightly to make sure there is no plastic stuck 
Don't depend entirely on the zerk fitting. to it from the cheapo bushings. 


eee eS 


si 


Try to install the bushings without a press and you'll probably Observe. Often the fitting becomes clogged so grease can’t 
regret it. penetrate to the inside of the shaft. 


Notice how much more pride of ownership the beautiful bronze In normal operation the grease squirts through the fitting, 
bushings create! Scummy plastic ones are already shot. down, and out the middle of the swingarm bolt. 
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MAIC-AHA USES 
NO SHOCKS 


By Tim Imhoff, as decoded from the back page of a Maico 


shop manual smuggled to DIRT BIKE by Carl Elleard. 


We just got in a late flash from 
one of our German spies who suc- 
ceeded in infiltrating a race near 
Frankfurt. He escaped with top- 
secret information and pictures of 
the new shock-less Maico! After he 
blew up the shots and called in ex- 
perts to examine them, they noticed 
several glaring oddities in this bike. 

The condition of the front fender 
and fork boots suggest that this 
scooter may be a well-worn test bed 
for this new arrangement. The frame 
and swingarm look like stock units 
which have been adapted to mono- 
shock action. It even has the old 
style black frame. 

Agent Elleard couldn't find out if 
this was a works bike or if it was 


International 
intrigue 
at its 
highest level! 


just some mad German scientist’s 
newest creation. 

DIRT BIKE Theory #1 — The 
Maico factory people are so enraged 
at Yamaha for putting Maico forks 
(and riders) on their scooters that 
they're giving them some of their 
own medicine by copying the mono- 
shock design, whether it works or 
not! 


DIRT BIKE Theory #2 — Ake 
Jonsson likes his mono-shock Yama- 
ha so much that he’s giving his ol’ 
buddies at the Maico factory the 
benefit of his experience! 

DIRT BIKE Theory #3 — It’s not 
really a Maico at all. It’s just Ake’s 
Yamaha with a Maico gas tank on it! 

DIRT BIKE Theory #4 — The 
factory (or some enterprising indi- 
vidual) is doing research into the 
possibility of adopting the mono- 
shock principle using conventional 
Maico frame components. We at DB 
favor this last theory. 

Remember, you read about it first 
in DIRT BIKE, the cheap scandal 
sheet with the juiciest tidbits of 
gossip! fe] 
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MAKE 


YOUR OWN 


GASKETS 


.. . but you better know what you're doing—here’s the inside scoop. 
By Brian Fabre 


A gasket is a simple little device. 
Most gaskets are made from various 
grades of paper, and generally all 
of them are oil-proof. Breaking a 
gasket on Saturday night and using 
the back cover of the local telephone 
directory to make a new one might 
result in more problems than a whole 
tree full of monkeys. To the unob- 
serving, it is possible to make a new 
clutch cover gasket in jig time. Take 
a Maico. The clutch release mech- 
anism moves only one millimeter 
(.040). The back page of the tele- 
phone directory is about twice the 
thickness of the stock gasket. This 
will cut the throw of the Maico re- 
lease mechanism in half. If you have 
clutch release problems now, a 
thicker gasket will make the situa- 
tion grim indeed. 

So, the best bet would be to match 
the home-manufactured gasket thick- 
ness to the original equipment gas- 
ket thickness. If, for instance, a cen- 
ter case gasket is needed, a gasket 
too thick can cause the transmission 
shafts to float further than the fac- 
tory tolerances and the flywheels 
will be pulled too far to one side, 
possibly resulting in side loads on 
the piston or connecting rod. Of 
course, if the gasket is too thin, it is 
possible that the cases will not go 
together, and if they do, tolerances 
may be too small and the oil supply 
will be shut off, resulting in seizure. 

Like we said, a gasket is a simple 
little device, providing it is under- 
stood that it serves more than its ob- 
vious function of sealing. With that 
understanding in mind, let’s go 
through the conception, gestation 
and birth of a gasket made from the 
materials at hand. 

If at all possible, measure the 
thickness of the original gasket with 
a micrometer or a vernicr caliper. 
Transfer this dimension from the in- 
strument to your brain and go 
searching for paper of the same 
thickness. First place to check would 
be the old Playboy magazines. Their 
covers are of good quality and are 
about .005-inch thick, whereas the 
great DIRT BIKE Magazine cover 
weighs in at a thin .004-inch thick. 
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Trace the outline of the part onto 
the gasket paper. 


Punch the screw holes using a leather 
punch or the like. 

Back covers of most telephone direc- 
tories are .010 thick. 

Once a thickness has been deter- 
mined and the proper rear cover 
selected, lay the gasket surface of 
the case on top of the paper. Draw 
the outline of the case with a pencil. 
Before removing the case, place the 
appropriate screws through any 
screw holes and lightly tap with a 
hammer to leave an impression in 
the paper. Remove the case and cut 
the screw holes in the paper. We use 
saddlers’ leather punches, available 
from any good hardware store for 
about a dollar each. They come in 


Tap the screws through lightly so 
they leave a mark on the paper. 


$ X 


gey 


Trim away the excess inside paper 
after all else is done. 

all convenient sizes, such as 1/4- 
inch, 5/16-inch, 3/8-inch, etc., that 
correspond to 6, 8, and 10 millimeters 
respectively. 

Place the paper on a soft surface, 
such as an oak two by four, center 
the punch and tap smartly with a 
hammer. Once the holes are cut, trim 
the outside of the gasket surface 
with a scissors. Glue the gasket to the 
case surface with a gasket adhesive. 
We prefer Gasket-Cinch. Allow the 
adhesive to dry. Trim the inside of 
the gasket to match the inside of the 
case with a razor blade. A gasket has 
been created. oO 
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Me enact 


Kickstand, starter and shifter are all on the “wrong” side. 
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Tools supplied 
are good quality. 


Throttle assembly 3 
is high-budget, 
route sheet holder is nice. 
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Disturbingly short impression 
Sneak preview of a serious enduro bike 


Next year's 
Bultaco Matador 6-days 


By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


Fenders are ultra-resilient. 


DECEMBER 1973 


The DIRT BIKE staff recent- 
ly got a sneak-preview of the 
74 Matador SD Mark V. We 
couldnt do an all-out test on it, 
but we did get to check it out 
thoroughly and give it several 
hours of enduro-type riding. We 
thrashed it through streams, up 
and down hills, etc., etc., then 
we just parked it in the pits and 
scrutinized it. 


Opening scene: Decked out in his 
Levis and striped shirt, smooth- 


e Tar 


Tire repair bottle is efficient and fun. 


faced Mr. Novice Customer is kick- 
ing tires behind the big plate glass 
window of Dyna-Mike Bikes; Sales, 
Service, and Trick Stuf; “If We 
Aint Got It, You Don’t Need It.” 

Dolly in to show: Matador Six 
Days and Japanese enduro sitting 
side by side. 

Close-up: price tags; Bul is $1195. 
Whew! 

Close-up: mustachioed salesman’s 
mouth; you know he’s pointing out 
that the J-model is cheaper, more 
reliable, prettier, guaranteed until 
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the next national election, ete. 

Close-up: cash changing hands. 

Fade, and cut to deep woods: 
Young Customer sits waist-deep in 
mud, next to belly-up, smoothly- 
idling 250cc Boredom Conqueror, 
Nature Preserver, or whatever. He 
watches Matador riders hit that slip- 
pery log, plant a foot, and bounce 
around the corner. Three new ones, 
seven of last year’s model, and about 
a half-dozen old funky black and red 
Matadors go by while he picks him- 
self up. $400 more for the Six Days 
seems worth it now. 


Watch holder is very spiffy. Magni- 
fying top, foam bottom. 
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Cap protects wheel bearings, Dural hub has speedo drive inside. 


é 


Number plates are very flexible. 


Lever covers, cable guide, foam pad, 
rubber seal are all neat. 


dh 
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Yes, this Bul is expensive, but it’s 
worth it. The bike is genuinely en- 
duro-ready as delivered. Instead of 
being equipped with $850 worth of 
turn signals, tachometers, and “trials” 
tires, luggage racks, and oil-injection 
devices, the SD Mark V comes ready 
to run an enduro. Several post-de- 
livery bills will prep a Japanese en- 
duro, but even then, they only be- 
gin to approach the Bul’s state of 
preparedness. 

The 74 Matador has so much en- 
duro-oriented trickery on it that it 
absolutely boggled us. It just has to 
be the best thought-out unit on the 
market. Hard-core trickery — there’s 
no other way to describe it. 

We checked out the wheels first. 
Nice Pirelli knobbies are standard. 
So are the new shoulderless Akronts 
with no rimlocks; sheetmetal screws 
hold the tire to the rim. The wheel 
bearings are protected by cute little 
rubber boots, and of course the chain 
is fully enclosed. This is not your 
everyday chain, either, it’s a super- 
duty motocross number that has oil- 
retention grooves in the links. 

Fenders are superb — very flex- 
ible and well mounted. The tiny 
Sherpa T taillight has a lens that 
unscrews. Number plates? Nice and 
springy. A speedo that’s just right. 
A neat route sheet holder is on the 
bars. The watch holder looks offi- 
cial — with a foam bottom and mag- 
nifying lens. Fine dust covers on 
the levers. One-piece cables. A throt- 
tle cable guide is even on the bike. 
And the throttle is waterproof, of 
course. Of course! 

That leather toolbox on the tank 
is super-sturdy and mounted with 
locknuts. The gas cap, by the way, 
doesn’t leak. Doherty-type grips are 
complemented with a nice foam pad 
on the throttle side. The tools in the 
kit are well made ones — the kind 
you would buy. 

Naturally, Filtron is standard. So 
is the fun tire repair bottle that in- 
flates and seals at the same time. 
Unreal. 

If you look closely there’s no end 
to the little details that mark this 
machine as the end result of a seri- 
ous effort to provide what the en- 
duro rider really wants. 

Sure, it has weird little quirks; 
shifting is on the “wrong” side, and 
so is the kickstand. The taillight 
wires are routed where they could 
be mashed by the tire. Sure. But 
putting up with things like this is 
made easier when you know the en- 
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gineers cared enough to include 
brush cables on the pedals, for in- 
stance. An honest effort from the 
factories is all we ever asked for as 
dirt bike buyers, isn’t it? 

When compared to previous Buls, 
the 74 Matador is structurally im- 
proved. Larger, more cushy seat, 
one-piece exhaust, new triple clamps, 
more comfy handlebars, ete. 

The new saddle is higher in front 
to make it more level and to do 
away with the old Bultaco sloping 
affair. The bars are further away 
from the rider to give more comfort 
also. 


1524 GRAND AVENUE, 
WAUKEGAN, IL. 60085 
312/336-1900 


It is a touch on the heavy side, 
and this affects the handling, of 
course. But when we looked at all 
the useful gadgetry that is strapped 
to the machine, we forgave it. There 
is nothing on it that is blatantly 
obese in itself. 

While we were standing around 
ogling the Bul we discussed our im- 
pressions of how the new shorter 
wheelbase and revamped triple 
clamps affected handling. We agreed 
it steers extremely well. High-speed 
tracking is fairly good also, but the 
new Bul really excels in woods-type 
maneuvering. 


FOR MAICO, PENTON, SACHS, DKW, MONARK 
SOON AVAILABLE FOR CZ, BULTACO AND MORE! 


Cheng Shin and Trelleborg MX Tires—All Sizes In Stock 
(Se SE A I E A O E 


Penton, DKW and Monark owners! Reed Value Mikuni conversions for 100’s and 125’s 
5 ~ Just send us your cylinder and Piston, call for Quote! 


SH-1 
SH-2 
SH-3 
SH-4 
SH-5 


00 


Shoe size 
SH-6 
SH-7 
Blue with yellow stripes 
SH-8 
SH-9 
Red/White 
SH-10 JIM DAVIS shin & knee guards 


stinger O.D. measurement 
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SH-20 GOO-GARD for Maico 
DKW O; Monark O 


JIM DAVIS elbow guard. H-D with 1⁄2” padding 
TORSTEN HALLMAN GP leathers. Plastic knee, Shin guards 


WEBCO Service stand, Adjustable 
HALLMAN GP Chest Protector. Black/Yellow, Blue/Yellow 


SH-11 JIM DAVIS contoured kneeguards 

SH-12 CARRERA goggles with yellow and smoke lenses 

SH-13 WEBCO High performance head. Yam., Hod., Suz., 

SH-14 HOOKER headers. Most 2 strokes & Honda Singles 
Specify make, model, year and CC 


BELL Super Magnum Helmet. White/Orange/Silver 

TORSTEN HALLMAN flip-up visor with tear-off lenses 

GECEL goggles. Clear Lens. Carrera-type 

Jofa mounthguard complete with mounting hardware 

J-T Motocross Socks. Yellow-Blue/Blue-White/Red-White Stripes. . 


6.95 pr. 
12.95 pr. 


SH-15 Casler Silencer. Specify make, model, year & CC and 


SH-16 WEBCO MX pegs. Yamaha, Honda, Suzuki 
SH-17 PRESTON PETTY RENDERS front—Silver, White, Black, Orange, 


SH-19 FLYING FINN mud flap. Red/Blue/Yellow/Black/Silver 
D; Penton Jackpiner LJ; Penton 6 Days m; 


NEW 1973 CATALOG FREE with order or send $1.00 refundable with purchase. 
C.O.D.’s require 25% deposit. Ill. Residents add 5% 


TOTAL ENCLOSED $ 
Name 

Address 

City 


Money order or COD only 
Phone 


Zip 


Maybe now you're wondering 
about the engine? The Mark V uses 
the °72 Pursang top end assembly 
with a 32mm carb. This means it is 
a strong motor! The powerband is 
wide, from about 3000-8000 revs per 
minute, and the horsepower is al- 
most equal to the motocrosser. Bul- 


others!!! 
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|" \\ BILL WALTERS LEATHERS 


oy og The scientific 
, Principles 
| explained in easy to 
__ | understand language 


How to lift off 
The technique of 
getting started 


How to balance 
How to prevent 
going over backwards 


Damages and Injuries 
How to protect yourself 
and your bike 


“Step by Step 
>>; instructions 

Every step of the way 
explained 


High speed wheelies 
fi 50 mph on one wheel 


O Learn To Wheelie $3.49 


f 2 BOOKS 
«FREE! 
a Order Learn To Wheelie at the 


regular $3.49 price and you 
receive free these other 2 
instruction books, Each worth 
$1.00. 


Also Available 


Learn To Hill Climb $3.49 
How To Buy A Used Motor- 
cycle $2.98 

ALL FIVE BOOKS only $6.98 
you save $4.98 
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SCAT aT 7A 


You get all the quality = 
you pay for with 


Bill Walters Leathers. 


Not so with some 


On AAAS 


LEARN TO 


eiee / 


taco used extremely good sense in 
selecting this spread of power. 
There’s enough at slow engine speeds 
to pull out of gooey bogs and up 
sandy hills, and there’s enough on 
top to outrun all but the 400s in open 
sections. Actually it runs just like you 
would expect a slightly overweight 


445 So. Victory Blvd. 
Burbank, California 91502 


Guaranteed Satisfaction 
Or Your Money Back 


Send cash, check or money order to 
POWER RIDER CO., Dept. 25, Box 158, 
Saugus, Ca. 91350. California residents add 
5% sales tax. Allow 3 to 4 weeks normal 
delivery or add $1.50 extra for rush 1st 
class mail. DB-12 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 


Pursang to run, if it had a 32mm 
carb and a wide-ratio gearbox. After 
all, that’s exactly what it is. It’s a 
fine little motor, and waterproofed 
to boot. The air box inlet seemed a 
shade more vulnerable to moisture, 
but we splooshed around a lot and 
had no problems. The bottom end is 
the same as on the 350 motocrosser, 
so it’s plenty sturdy. 

Playing on the bike was fun! It’s 
easy to handle, stable, and has neat 
power. 

Even for a rider who thoroughly 
enjoys his Japanese enduro; if he 
rides a Matador, he will want one. 

The Matador Six Days is an ex- 
tremely efficient and functional trail 
and enduro machine, which is ex- 
actly what it was designed to be. 
It is an unpretentious, honest pack- 
age that is marketed in a straight- 
forward manner. This is one of the 
reasons it appealed to use — we're 
used to buttery ad copy that is sel- 
dom backed up by the performance 
of the machinery. Bultaco is one of 
the few companies that attempts to 
produce a quality bike designed to 
serve the rider’s needs. 

We can hardly wait till next year 
and a full-fledged field test. Maybe 
a 100-mile enduro? You bet. Lo 


U.S. IMPORTER & DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES 


GRAND PRIX CHEST PROTECTOR 


THERE ARE MANY.-COPIES OF OUR 
-ORIGINAL GP CHEST PROTECTOR,. 
BUT CHAMPIONS SUCH AS ROBERT, 
DECOSTER, HAMMARGREN, BACOU, 
LACKEY, KARSMAKERS, MIKKOLA 
CHOOSE OURS.» Extra thin and light, 
yet. with high ‘shock resistance. Used by 
most top riders in: International GP racing 
since’1971. Black/Yellow, Blue/Yellow, 
or Red/White, and Kid-size in Blue/Yel- 
low only; all at one price, $16.95 each. 


: ` 
o 


eas Halman 
“ 1026 Riverside Drive 

Eimhurst, Illinois, 60126. 

(312) 834-5882 


SaWEST: 
5345 Timken Street/Suite t 
La. Mesa; California 92041 
(714)'480-1402 - 460:6234 
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Wheel Alignment Tps 


By BRIAN FABRE 


A lined-up wheel is a happy wheel 
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"Your rim’s bent, boy 4 


Wheel alignment is absolutely 
necessary for proper chassis han- 
dling. Most riders merely sight in 
the chain and let it go at that. Seri- 
ous professional riders will not let 
anything go to chance. They know 
that if the rear wheel is at an angle 
to the front wheel, they will be 
launched off from a jump in a nat- 
ural cross-up. 

If the rear wheel is cocked to ex- 
tremes, Roller DeCoster-type jumps 
will become your life-style. In a 
manner of speaking, it will DeCos- 
ter you when you do not want to be 
DcCostered. With the help of a bud- 
dy, check out your scooters chassis 
at least once every four races. It is 
very simple; pull up a beer, open a 
chair and we will run through it for 
you. 

Before getting into the nitty-gritty, 
a reference point will have to be 
made. Examine the steering head 
bearings to be sure that they are 
adjusted properly, so that no slop 
exists. The same goes for the swing- 
ing arm. If your scoot is equipped 
with metal or fiber swingarm bush- 
ings, be sure that they are not worn 
and that they are properly lubricat- 
ed. If your scoot is equipped with 
rubber bushings, pull the swingarm 
and look at them, especially on the 


Getting straight 


drive side. Any collapsing or tearing 
of the rubber is cause for replace- 
ment. With the steering head adjust- 
ed and the swingarm checked out, 
check out the alignment of the 
wheels. 

Place the bike on a footpeg stand. 
Measure from the center of the 
swingarm pivot to the center of the 
axle on one side. Now go to the other 
side and make the same measure- 
ment. Adjust the rear wheel until the 
same measurement is obtained. 
While you are measuring, put a mark 
on both sides of the swingarm so 
that it will be easier to adjust the 
chain in the field. 

Now measure from the swingarm 
bolt to the front axle and repeat on 
the other side. Adjust the position 
of the front forks until the axle is an 
equal distance on both sides from 
the swingarm pivot bolt. 

Quickly eyeball the front wheel/ 
rear wheel relationship to see if any 
gross errors are evident. If the front 
wheel is not in line with the rear by 
a wide margin, the frame or the 
swingarm is bent. Frames and swing- 
arms can be straightened, but this 
is beyond the scope of the home 
mechanic. 

Providing that the eyeball test 
passed, we can go ahead and center 
everything up. Place a two by four 
across the rear wheel and let it ex- 
tend beyond the front wheel. There 
should be equal distance between 
the leading and trailing edges of the 
front tire. Mismatch of up to %-inch 
can be tolerated by adjusting the 
rear wheel to bring the leading and 
trailing edges into parallel. 

With the front and rear wheels 
lined up, stand a carpenters square 
up against each of the wheels. If 
they mismatch to the square be sure 
that they both mismatch the same 
amount in the same direction. If they 
do not mismatch the same, either 
the swingarm or the fork pivot piece 
is twisted and will have to be 
straightened by a professional. Check 
with your dealer for a shop near you. 

With everything straight and in 
alignment, the old scoot should feel 
like a new bike. Don’t forget to lube 
the chain. © 
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ELEC TRICKERY 


Chasing that elusive spark 


Trackside 


Timing 


A day at the races can be a very 
rewarding thing. Scooter ready after 
much homework during the weck. 
Everything checked over, tightened, 
cleaned, massaged and lubricated. 
With a very smug look on my face, 
I settled into my lawn chair to watch 
the nervous classes do their handle- 
bar rattling and crashing. Seeing that 
my race was 14th on the schedule, I 
had my pit tootsie fire up the grill 
for a light breakfast. 

The cycle exhaust smoke was extra 
thick at the starting line and the en- 
gines were being rpm’ed to death, 
when I felt someone tap my shoul- 
der. Seeing it was the moment of the 
start, I ignored the nudging, but it 
persisted. At the moment that I 
turned, the starting gate fell. Noise? 
It was impossible to even think, and 
here was this rider, about 17, mov- 
ing his mouth trying to talk over 30 
engines at full throttle. Once the din 
had dispersed, I asked what he want- 
ed. “Well, I spoke with that old 
timer over there, the one with the 
black moustache. He said that you 
would help me time my motorcycle, 
seeing as you had nothing to do until 
your race. 

Very reluctantly, I said I would 
look at it. In about five minutes I 
heard a scratching sound and turned 
around just in time to see his clutch 
lever slide down the side of my El 
Camino. Curse and mumble. “Gee, 
I am sorry about the scratch. How 
long will it take to time my bike, 
*cause I’m in the llth race?” “No 
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problem at all,” I grumbled. “Take 
out the center spark plug and re- 
move the ignition cover. My toolbox 
is over there.” 

Finding the spark plug posed no 
problems, he just looked for the large 
black wire and followed it down to 
the cylinder head. After removing 
the plug, he questioned its condition. 
I took one look at it and swore un- 
der my breath. There was enough 
dirt and crud on the tip to make a 
victory garden. 

While I was gathering my timing 
equipment from the toolbox, I told 
him to remove the ignition cover. 
I looked over his shoulder and saw 
him trying to scrape away about 


two cubic yards of yellow 3M trim 
cement from the case cover joint. 
After getting the yellow gorilla snot 
from the case, it took an additional 
ten minutes to get the mud and crud 
out of the screw holes in order to 
get to the screws. An impact drive: 
and a blacksmith’s hammer broke 
the screws loose. 

The cover came off with a kind of 
gurgle sound followed by a whoosh, 
as water poured to the ground. Bend- 
ing over the ignition, I started to 
examine it for the problem, when an 
odor hit my nose. God! It smelled 
like a herd of goats had camped in- 
side of the ignition cover for a very 
extended period of time. “When was 


Use a very small dab of grease to lube the cam and 


point rubbing block. 
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flywheel until the dial indicator was 
at its minimum travel. Top dead cen- 
ter was marked on the dial indicator 
by rotating the outer bezel until the 
“0” was lined up with the pointer. 
The flywheel was “backed up” or 
turned in the opposite direction of 
running rotation until the proper 
number of millimeters before top 
dead center had been obtained, in 
this case 3mm. 

Once the firing point had been 
established by the location of the 
piston, it was necessary to adjust 
the contact points so that they would 
just “break” open at 3mm before top 
dead center. For motocross, I prefer 
to use cellophane to determine the 
break point. The method is simple; 
F j pare spread the contact points, insert a 
Insert the cellophane, then tug it lightly. When the i small piece of cellophane and adjust 
motor is rotated it will be released at the instant the points open. the points until a light “drag” is fale. 
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the last time the ignition was set?” 
His only reply was, “Gee, I don’t 
know,” or “Gee, I don’t remember.” 
That, I could believe; the situation 
was indeed very grim. 

In order to halfway dry the igni- 
tion out, I sprayed it with WD-40 
water-displacing oil. Once the igni- 
tion was saturated, the contact point 
area was cleaned with an clectrical 
contact cleaner to remove the oil 
from the tungsten point pads. Close 
examination of the points indicated 
that there was severe pitting. This 
was removed with a point file and 
then finished with 600-grit wet or 
dry sandpaper. 

A dial indicator was screwed into 
the spark plug hole and top dead 
center was found by rotating the 


T EE ; 7 7 ; Clean the points with 
a good ignition spray. 
This helps waterproof also. 


I tightened the hold-down screw, 
rechecked the points with cellophane 
and the job was completed. 

With the addition of a new “old” 
spark plug out of my box, the motor- 
cycle fired on the third or fourth 
kick. The owner went away happy. 
Did he learn a lesson? I doubt it 
this`time, but I am sure that in the 
next month or two the scooter will 
fail again and he will have to go 
through the same timing procedure 
one more time. Sooner or later the 
bare fact will dawn in his mind. A 
little preparation at home will make 
A Micro-Time unit can be used instead of a dial indicator. the race day more enjoyable for 
Readings are only accurate if the plug hole is parallel to the cylinder. everyone. i fe] 
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CAN-AM 125 


Just like 
Dudley DooRight— 


straightforward, but 
not too quick. 


Royal Canadian 
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If the dirt biking world sees just 
one more Sachs-powered 125, it'll 
probably throw up. At least, that’s 
the way we feel here at DIRT BIKE. 
Everybody wants to get into the 
lucrative off-road thing, so they take 
a quick look around and find out 
that the only reasonably priced 125 
powerplant available to them is the 
Sachs motor. Or possibly the Zun- 
dapp, which is a close cousin, or 
even an Austrian Puch, another rela- 
tive. 

So they make a deal with a fac- 


tory, put together some sort of frame, 
purchase suspenders from Italy or 
Spain and give the bike a fancy 
name. But it’s still a Sachs down 
deep. And some of these wonder 
bikes are not too well thought out. 
Many share the same faults that 
have plagued the Austrian/German 
powerplants since they yanked that 
bottom end/gearbox out of the 
mopeds. Bad shifting and expensive 
parts. 

About the only new 125s as of late 
have been the new Suzuki and Hon- 
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da 125 racers. Bultaco hasnt really 
changed their design since the earth’s 
crust cooled off and most of the 
other manufacturers have been con- 
tent with mere updating, too. 

It was, then, with a great deal of 
interest that we looked forward to 
the CAN-AM bikes for testing. Hav- 
ing received the usual flood of pre- 
release press kits, we could tell that 
the CAN-AM was at least a whole 
new design. Very few parts are “old 
stuff.” Most obviously new is the en- 
gine — a rotary valve unit made by 
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Rotax in Austria. Austria? Wait a 
minute. Isnt that where they make 
engines for some of those bikes we 
were talking about earlier? Sure is. 

What does this mean to Sachs and 
Zundapp and Puch, is the more than 
obvious musical question? 

It means they had better get off 
their dead asses and update their 
powerplants. Quickly. Because this 
engine is superb. 

It shares none of the jolly grue- 
somes of the Sachs transmission, but 
is as strong in hp as a normal DKW. 


Mounted racer 


By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


The actual spread of power is wider 
than any 125 racer we have ever 
tested and almost as strong as many 
on the top end. Who knows what po- 
tential is in the engine when the 
grinders get their flint-coated little 
hands on that rotary valve? 
During the month or so that we 
had the CAN-AM 125, we rode it 
very hard and gave it no mainte- 
nance, other than lubing and normal 
cleaning. Never once did we hear 
the slightest bit of piston slap or 
mechanical clatter. Even after a 
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pounding in the desert on a very hot 
day the motor sounded as tight as 
the day we first got it. 

Our test bike seemed to be able 
to rev almost endlessly and not mind 
it at all. One sand wash in particu- 
lar comes to mind . . . a long, slight- 
ly uphill section that ran almost two 
miles. We had to go to second gear 
and keep it tapped for the whole 
length. Not a whimper from that mo- 
tor. It’s still early to make predic- 
tions, but we feel it just might be 
the most reliable engine in the 125 


We added a homemade brake stop 
to relocate pedal position. 


Sole fatality — muffler bracket died 
quietly. 
class. If it’s left in stock trim, any 
rider should be able to get through 
an entire racing season on the orig- 
inal piston and rings. We had the 
opportunity to talk to some CAN- 
AM owners from Canada, and they 
tended to reinforce our feeling. 

Stunning engine aside, first-time 
riding impressions are not good on 
the 125 CAN-AM. When the bike is 
fired up (usually one or two kicks), 
it doesn’t sound like a motorcycle. 
More like a pump in an aquarium. 
Stick your finger in your mouth and 
blow real hard around it. That’s 
what it sounds like. Rev the motor 
and the whhoooooosh increases. No 
noise. 

While the engine is warming up, 
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CAN-AM MX-1 125 


PRICE: $895 
ENGINE TYPE: 
One-cylinder, two-stroke, 
rotary valve 
DISPLACEMENT: 123.7cc 
BORE & STROKE: 54mm x 54mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 13:1 
CARBURETION: 32mm Bing 
HP @ RPM: 20 (claimed) 
(actual) 17@ 9000 
PRIMARY DRIVE TYPE: 
Straight cut gears 
PRIMARY RATIO: 3.29:1 
FINAL RATIO: 3.57:1 
CHAIN SIZE: #520 


GEAR RATIOS: 1. 3.40 
= 2.31 
- 1.68 
4. 1.31 
5: 109 
6. 0.96 


AIR FILTER: Foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Bosch CDI 


LUBRICATION: 
Oil injection system 
FUEL CAPACITY: 1.9 gallons 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL: 
Can Am or other injection oil 
FRAME TYPE AND MATERIAL: 
Double loop w/tapered 
backbone 
FORKS: Betor; 6.0 inches travel 
SHOCKS: Girling; 2.9 inches 
travel 
TIRES: Trelleborg 
Front: 3.00x21 
Rear: 4.00x18 
RIMS: Steel 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 54 inches 
Ground clearance: 9 inches 
Seat height: 31% inches 
Weight: (claimed) 216 pounds 
dry 
(actual) 233 pounds 
wet 
FOOTPEG HEIGHT: 12 inches 
HANDLEBAR HEIGHT: 42 inches 
INSTRUMENTS: None 
SILENCER: 
Yes; good effectiveness 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 


Oe: 


sit on the bike and take a lookasee 
at the layout. Hmmmm. Decent wide 
bars ... but the gas tank is too wide 
near the seat. You can tell that be- 
fore your feet are on the pegs. 
There’s a slight bulge on the left 
side at your thigh — it’s the heat 
shield — and you also know that 
isn’t going to work so wonderful 
either. 

Bounce the forks up and down 
and they seem too stiff . . . seat is 
like an ironing board . . . pegs look 
OK, but the brake pedal is way up 
in the air. . . you'll have to lift your 
foot off the peg to actuate it... 
bummer. 

Oh well .. . might as well ride the 
bike and see how it works as a unit. 
Down for low on the left gets low 
gear — there are five more cogs to 
go — engagement is smooth. Feed 
some r’s and ease the clutch out. The 
bike moves off smoothly with no 
clutch slipping required. Good, very 
good, low-end grunt. 

Punch the throttle and the CAN- 
AM surges strongly ahead with some 
wheelspin. Moving from one gear 
to another is easy . . . the box is very 
pleasant to stir. Other than a wide 
gap between first and second, the 
ratios are properly set up. You must 
rev low quite high to cleanly pull 
into second. A good strong response 
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in each gear gets you moving right 
along, but the bike won't pull sixth 
gear, except under ideal conditions. 
Which is as it should be on a 125 
racer. 

Everything seems to be just fine, 
until the first series of bumps and 
ruts appears .. . then a serious de- 
ficiency lets itself be known. For all 
of its good features, the CAN-AM 
has horrendous suspension. But it 
shouldn't. Not with Betors up front 
and Girlings in the rear. Every de- 
cent bump on the track is immedi- 
ately and harshly transmitted direct- 
ly to the rider. The rear end whacks 
up and down and the forks do not 
absorb much of anything. Hands, 
wrists and forearms quickly tire from 


Even in deep sand, the good spread of power pulled the 
bike strongly in third and fourth gears. 


Wide ee rank isoked satin but 
got in way. 


the beating. 

We went back and took a long 
hard look at the offending units. 
The CAN-AM people told us that 
Jeff Smith (the development man) 
had 30-weight oil in the forks. That’s 
the way he likes it, apparently. We 
screwed out the drain plug in the 
lower leg and oil shot out about 30 
feet. Aha! Hydraulic buildup. Closer 
examination revealed that the fork 
caps were not vented — allowing 
air to get in — and not allowing it 
to escape. 

We put in some Bel Ray 10-weight 


4000 000. 9 
5000 aes 8000-9000 fork oil, which some of our guys 


have een using lately in their per- 


Rear Wheel Horsepower VS RPM sonal bikes, and gave it a try. It 


worked fine for a i minutes, ‘then 
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that damnable lockup started again. 
Those forks became almost rigid 
when really slamming into the hard 
stuff. 

Oh well, nothing much else could 
be done up front. Back up on the 
milk crate went the bike and we 
took a look at the rear end. Appar- 
ently the CAN-AM folks are aware 
they have suspension problems, be- 
cause our test bike did not have the 
standard Girlings on the back. In- 


After that, it was easy to reach. 
Brakes, by the way, were very strong 
and water didn’t seem to affect them 
at all. 

At first, we thought the CAN-AM 
had a decided tendency to plow — 
or wash out — the front end. But 
this was traced to a badly trued 
front wheel. We fiddled some with 
their movable steering geometry, but 
came back to the 31-degree position 
as most desirable. 


Oh well. Every once in a while, the suspension let the bike hop. 


stead, there was a pair of S & W 
shocks. They only offered about 
three inches of travel and don’t ap- 
pear to be the answer on this bike. 
We had a chance to ride a CAN-AM 
with Girlings, too, but it didn’t make 
much difference. The ride was still 
hammering. 

Our tech whiz, Brian Fabre, sug- 
gested that the shocks were mount- 
ed too far back near the axle, mak- 
ing even 60/90 springs way too stiff. 

Boge sent us a pair of their shocks 
with 55-pound springs on, and it 
made a big difference. We suggest 
that CAN-AM either mount the 
shocks further forward, or go the 
soft sprung path. Unfortunately, with 
55-pounders on the back, they’ ll bot- 
tom out every now and then. A lot 
more work is definitely needed on 
that back end. Vented fork caps, like 
the late-model Bultacos have, should 
cure the front end hassle. 

Anyway, back out to the dirt. 
After a four hours of riding, the rear 
brake position became unbearable, 
So we fabricated a brake stop from 
an old broken Maico motor mount 
lving in the bottom of a toolbox. 
There were no provisions for adjust- 
ment built into the standard system. 
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Their method for changing the 
rake seems safe and sound, but it’s 
a real pain to hassle with. It takes 
two guys about a half hour with 
hammers and big wrenches, and ap- 
pears to be another gimmick the bike 
does not really need. 

Aside from the suspension and 
wheel problems we later trued the 
wheel in our tastefully decorated DB 
garage), the bike handled well. 
Every once in a while, the rear end 
would take a nasty hop, but we feel 
the suspension was at fault, not chas- 
sis geometry. Someone told us the 
metal in the frame was halfway be- 
tween mild steel and chrome moly, 
which sounds like smoke-blowing 
to us, but it was plenty strong. 

No flex could be detected, even 
when we slammed some Grade AA 
whoopdies. The back end of the en- 
gine is part of the swingarm pivot, 
which means you'll have to take off 
the whole rear of the bike if you 
want to remove the engine. The 
swingarm did stay snug in its bush- 
ing though, and we were unable to 
wiggle he wheel by hand even after 
fhe Tul month of riding. 

One thing that all of the test riders 
made immediate comments on was 


Bendable, not breakable, front and rear. 
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Compact engine stayed fresh and 
tight throughout test. 


Oil filler on main frame spine. 
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the weight of the machine. With a 
half-tank of gas, it weighed in at 
228 — about 20-25 pounds too heavy 
for the 125 class. At higher speeds, 
this weight did not feel objection- 
able, however the bike took some 
muscling at lower speeds on the 
tight turns. 

After taking a long hard look at 
the machine, we cannot see where 
too much weight can be removed. 
Tank and fenders are both flexible 
plastic and the seat is relatively light. 
Some lard is in the exhaust system, 
but changes would be difficult and 
expensive, unless the rider is will- 
ing to go to a low pipe. 

We suspect the big poundage is 
lurking in the frame. A ball park 
guess would be that the frame 
weighed in at 40 pounds. Compare 
that to a Penton frame, which comes 
in at 27 or so. 

For a rotary valve engine, the 
powerplant is remarkably narrow, 
taping in at a svelt 10% inches 
wide. Come to think of it, that’s nar- 
row for a conventional engine. 

Our bike ran clean and stayed oil- 
tight. Like we said, the unit appears 
to be well thought out and should 
last, with a minimum of maintenance. 

As a package, even with the short- 
comings in the suspension, the CAN 
AM 125 MX seems to be an all- 
around bike. It has more than 
enough low end to ride enduros 
with, there’s just about enough 
steam for motocross and it surely 
can be ridden in desert and cross- 
country, with very few changes. And, 
most importantly, it should be a dy- 
namite fun and play bike. Who 
knows how much power can be 
coaxed out of the motor? Obviously, 
it’s in a very mild state of tune as 
delivered, but it’s almost as fast 
as the full-blown racers. At least 
close enough where you don’t have 
to be ashamed of it on any track 
in the country. 


BITS AND PIECES 

That bulge in the exhaust pipe 
did toast the inner thigh; a better 
heat shield is needed. 

Gas cap became increasingly hard- 
er to screw on as we used it more 
and more. The plastic edges seemed 
to lose their sharpness and it cross- 
threaded easily. Frustrating. 

Our muffler broke at the clamp 
near the rear shock. 

Steel rims and first-rate Trelle- 
borg tires are stock. 
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Kickstarter is on left and tucks 
in out of the way. Bike can be 
started in gear. Clutch did not drag. 

Number plates are part of side 
panels and help protect the foam 
filter nicely. 

Oil is carried in frame spine — 
holds a whopping 2.3 quarts. 

Waterproofing is first-rate. We 
could never drown the bike out. 

Forks wept a bit. Why not? 


They’re Betors; it’s the thing. 
Spokes loosened up once, then 
stayed snug from then on. 
The bike seemed to get very good 
gas mileage, even when revved at 
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the limit. We would estimate 55 to 60 
miles out of one tank — under the 
worst conditions. 


SUMMATION 

All things considered, the CAN 
AM is a good first effort from the 
Bombardier Snowmobile Company. 
They've made as close to an all- 
around 125 as exists today. There’s 
only one other bike that has the 
same versatility — Hodaka. 

Hey, that’s it . . . Canada’s an- 
swer to the Combat Wombat. 

Perhaps they should have named 
it The Combat Moose. o 
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MOTOMASTERS: 


RAR 


Mexico, New York 


By RICK SIEMAN 


If the 
rubber 
band 
doesn’t get 
you, 

then Devils 
Drop will. 
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WHERE IT'S AT 

MOTOMASTERS is located north of 
Syracuse, New York, and South of 
Watertown. It’s not too hard to find 
if you'll look at the map and it’s right 
off the highway. People in the near- 


by town of Mexico are very friendly 
and appreciate your business. Oh 
yes, there’s a country bar right down 
the road from the track with good 
food and a loud western band. Check 
it out. 


Betcha ten to one that you and a 
few friends have talked about buy- 
ing a little piece of land somewhere 
and making your very own motor- 
cycle park. Right? It'd be great, 
wouldn’t it? Just a nice area — not 
far from where you live — maybe 
with some trees and hills. Then you'd 
mark off a course and even hold a 
race every now and then. But mostly 
you'd like to just have a place to go 
riding anytime you wanted to — with 
no hassle. 

For most of us, that will remain 
an elusive goal. But chances are, 
welll still talk about it. 

Four guys from Syracuse did more 
than talk about it — they went out 
and did it. Jim Riccelli, his brother 


LEGEND 
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ENTRANCE 


Carmen, Rob Sachs and Roy Sanders 
ran across this parcel of land in 
Mexico, New York, that was just 
lving there in the sun—doing noth- 
ing. And it looked perfect for their 
initial intentions. The heavily wood- 
ed area was about 64 acres and right 
off the road — and even had a place 
for parking. A track had been there 
some time ago, but hadn’t been used 
recently. They brought in a Cat and 
hogged out the old course, made 
some new twists and turns and ran 
up and down the hills with the 
blade. 

And on the seventh day thev went 
out and rode. Yep, it was a nice 
place, and at first, they just had 
themselves and a few other friends 
around to ride. 

Eventually, they decided to hold a 

race. But as long as they were going 
through the trouble of putting an 
event on, they decided to do it first 
class. 

A whole weekend was put aside 
for the opening event and Gary 

Bailey was contacted and agreed to 
put on one of his world-famous 
schools and to race a few classes. 
Ads were run in the papers and even 
TV plugs were used to draw people. 
When’s the last time you saw 30- 
second spots showing guys blasting 
around your favorite MX course? 

Racing was split up into two days, 
with money events running on Sun- 
day. It’s a good thing they decided 
to run the racing over two days, be- 
cause lots and lots of riders showed 


up. 265 — to be exact. Old Ma Na- 
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Announcer kept everyone posted — 
unlike many other tracks. 


ture didn’t cooperate a bit and the 
rain clouds showed up. What a bum- 
mer, thought the four novice pro- 
moters. First race and the rain is sure 
to kill the crowds. Wrong. Well over 
3000 spectators came through the 
gates and stood around in the pour- 
ing down wet stuff just diggin’ the 
action. 

Rob Sachs, the optometrist/rider/ 
promoter/Suzuki owner, invited me 
to ride at MOTOMASTERS. Natur- 
ally, they made an offer I couldn't 
refuse: So I hopped on an airplane 
and split for Syracuse. (Notes of a 
weary traveler: American Airlines 
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GERALD'S 


SPECTATOR 
PARKING 


Typical first turn action: One man 
scoots through... 


.. next five guys stall dowa on top 
of each other . 


. and everyone scrambles to get 
back in the race while the leader is 
long gone. 


has the homeliest stewardesses and 
blandest food ever experienced; how- 

ver, stereo equipment is top stuff. ) 
After my gastronomic experiences on 
the airplane, it was with a great deal 
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125 class was pure carnage in second turn. 


of pleasure that I met the four Syra- 
cuse hustlers at the airport. You sce, 
part of the deal was that they supply 
me with pizza and beer. Sure enough, 
they brought a giant*pizza with them 
to the terminal. I shall be forever 
grateful to those fine gentlemen. We 
quickly slaughtered the pizza and 
washed it down with a few frosties. 
Jim Riccelli ate more than his share, 
earning everyone’s undying hatred. 
He’s the physical therapist and a big 
dude, so no one said anything about 
his bad manners. Carmen is his 
brother and only ate one piece — 
he’s a therapist also. Rob Sachs we 
already told you about and Roy San- 
ders is the attorney. 


Jim Riccelli, one of the owners, and 
a big pizza hog. 


That made a savvy group of bik- 
ers. They're all young businessmen 
who are going about the track in the 
right way. Sanders does all the legal 
work and is a good PR man. His spe- 
cialty is keeping the local people in 
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Mexico, New York, happy to have 
the track exist. 

Sachs handles all the money while 
Jim Riccelli handles all the food. 
That figures. He’s the guy who ate 
most a the pizza. 

We spent a lot of time talking 
about the headaches and hassles of 
running a track — plus the right way 
to do it. Apparently, they have the 
formula, Their setup is one of the 
smoothest, most professionally run 
tracks I have ever seen. A tremen- 
dous amount of pre-race publicity 
is gencrated — everything from paid 
ails to free plugs. Most promoters 
just don’t realize that they have to 
do more than tack a few posters up 
on a telephone pole and place a 
small ad in the local cycle paper. It 
takes work. But the right kind of 
work. 

Do you have any idea how many 
local newspapers would gladly run a 
story in their sports section about 
motorcycle racing? For free? Just 
about all of fea — but they don’t 
want an amateurish job and’ blurry 
photos. Give a sports editor clean, 
well-written copy and some dyna- 
mite photos and he'll stick it in on 
those days when sports news is shal- 
low. Which is about half the time. 

Even better. After running spots 
on TV, the four guys invited the sta- 
tion personnel out to the races as 
their guests. And treated them first 
cabin. TV people are human too, 
and they generally respond favor- 
ably to being treated pleasantly. 

Going a step further, they con- 
tacted a progressive beer maker who 
was sponsoring car races, and made 
arrangements to have them be a co- 
sponsor at times. Schaefer Beer is a 
leading seller of suds on the East 
Coast “aid is aware that nobody 


drinks more beer than bikers. Both 
parties benefited. We look forward 
to more beer backing in the future 
for bike racers all across the country. 
Olympia is heavily into it on the 
West Coast and Schaefer on the 
East. The rest of the manufacturers 
apparently cannot see the suds for 
the bubbles. By the way, Schacfers 
is tasty stuff. Erp. 

After some socializing, we headed 
for the track and took the 25-cent 
tour. Jim lent me one of his Maicos 
for the Saturday racing and I en- 
tered the Open class — much to my 
eternal embarrassment. I crashed in 
every moto. Every single moto. Re- 
peatedly. Over the bars, under the 
bars, around the bars, into other 
bikes, other bikes into me, on down- 
hills, uphills, level ground, hard 
ground, soft ground and even. 

Obviously, any impressions of the 
course I have must be viewed with 
a certain amount of candor because 
of my C&B experiences. 

MOTOMASTERS is a physically 
pounding course — with lots of 


bumps and turns. But it’s a good 
course and one that incorporates 
radical changes of elevation and lots 
of interesting twists and turns. You 
don’t get bored. 


Joe Watt from Schaefer got free issue 
of DB and picture in book in trade 
for all the Schaefers I could drink. 
Fool. 


Occasionally, changes are made 
into the long track — mostly in the 
back sections. This helps keep riders 
interested in the track — nothing gets 
worse than the same thing week in 
and week out. 

The starting line is wide and flat 
with shallow loose dirt, mixed with 
an occasional rock or two. Instead of 
the normal rubber band start, they 
have one that pops up into the air. 
The regular kind has been known to 
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swack a rider in the chops, so this is 
a breakthrough of sorts. Only handi- 
cap was that guys who tried to jump 
the rubber band got caught under 
the chin and nearly lifted off the 
saddle. 

Once the band lifts, riders smoke 
it for the first turn — about 60 yards 
out. Normally, the pack makes a 
sharp right, but the course was being 
run backwards on Saturday and we 
had to hang a left. Crashes were 
common here, as not much in the 
way of room was available. There 
were two lines — and two lines only. 
Still, the riders were going so slow 
when they tangled, no one got more 
than a few scratches and bruises. In 
order to make the turn at all, you 
damn near have to stop the bike and 
wrench it physically around. 

All of the front half of the track is 
well watered and has snow fencing 
lining the straights. In the more re- 
mote back sections, there are dusty 
sections — little pockets of sand that 
turn into wheel-grabbing ruts after 
a few races. Most of the track in the 
back section is tree-lined and is by 
far the most interesting part of the 
course. It’s too bad more spectators 
didn’t wander back there and take 


a look. 

The big conversation piece at 
MOTOMASTERS is Devil's Drop— 
a diabolical drop-off jump that 
launches riders off into the air for 
many long seconds. The brave ones 
— that is. Taken backwards, like we 
took it on Saturday, it’s an abrupt 
whap in the back and a near str aight 
shot up into the air. The harder you 
hit it, the more height you get—not 
distance. 

Sunday, the fast riders were soar- 
ing 40, 50 and 60 fect off the lip of 
the ski-type jump. Ooohs and aaahs 
from the spectators. 

Around a great deal of the track 
are water hoses, and announcer Don- 
frio invites the folks to... “go ahead 
and water the track if youre not 
doing anything else; keep that dust 
down for the riders. . . ” So the folks 
pick up the hoses and do some im- 
aginative sprinkling. They always 
seem to just miss the riders, but get 
other spectators more often than not. 
Two kids got in a water fight near 
the far end of the track. I don’t think 
they saw more than five minutes’ 
worth of racing the whole day, but 
they had a good time. 

Trophies and money are awarded 


the same day and most riders go 
home happy. It appears that a week- 
end at MOTOMASTERS is more 
than just two days of racing. Many 
stay overnight and the low-key par- 
tying is good fun. Big campfires 
light up and lots of mosquito repel- 
lent is sprayed in vain. Some music, 
a fair quantity of beer and the fin- 
est bench racing that side of the 
Mississippi. 

Using the excruciatingly accurate 
DIRT BIKE course rating sheet as a 
guide, we can safely call MOTO- 
MASTERS a good course. The start 
should be modified slightly (per- 
haps radiused) for less congestion 
and some water is sorely needed in 
the dusty back sections. It’s a bumpy, 
rutted course, but it features lots of 
traction and is a challenge to ride. 
And that’s what racing is all about, 
anyway. 

Having spent some time with the 
guys who run it, I feel that they'll 
keep improving MOTOMASTERS 
until it’s beyond reproach. They told 
me some of their plans and they're 
steadily pumping money and time 
into improving an already good 
track. Which is what youd do if it 
was vour track, wouldwt you? @ 


SuperVision by Scott 


Scott U.S.A., a leader in performance ski goggles, now introduces its new 
Motorcycle Goggles. These uniquely designed goggles are now available after 
extensive research and development in motocross and desert competition, 
including the Mint 400 (lst place), the Baja 500 (1st place) and the International 


Six-Day Trials. 


O All models feature the Scott extra wide RED, WHITE and BLUE STRAP. 
O Controlled atmosphere vent foam greatly reduces dust penetration and fogging. 
O Optional Polaroid lens reduces glare a 


and dust particle reflections which 

gives clearer definition of terrain. 
O Optional face shield gives added 

protection to nose and cheek areas. 


The Scott Goggle | 


SCOTT USA 
P.O. Box 187, 
Sun Valley, Idaho 83353 
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MOTD GROSS SHODEOUT! G2 HUSKY MALICE. COMPARISON 
OWA WIN MOTO: CROSS aI MPROVETHRHANDUNG OR YOUR DT 
OFFEND TST Ok ZF LAE RR ER 
IAGOIMATADORUMKIW.cOUANPURPOSE MACHINE WHH) BURAO! 


7. KAWRSAKI CLIMBING 


Got a section of wall that measures 17 x 22 inches? 
Any old wall will do. Now, here’s how to make that 
wall worth looking at. Hang up one or more of these 
far-out, blow-mind, trick action posters. The cost? 
It's right. Just $2.50 each (plus 25% postage and 
handling), $7.50 for any four posters that catch your 
eye (plus a half a buck for postage and handling). 
Or go all the way and do up an entire room — $14.00 
will get you all eight (of course that same 50% added 
for postage and handling). Order now — that empty 
wall can’t be that interesting to look at. 


~ PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. ose | 
2732 Heritage Circle 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 

Enclosed is check or money order for $— > . 
PosterNo. RO- 2.4):3:32).4,4.5-/61 6.0) 7, ess 
$ 2.50 ea. plus 25¢ postage l 
$ 7.50 any four plus 50¢ postage l 
$14.00 any eight plus 50¢ postage - 
Nam l 
i 
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am 
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TOKEN FOUR-STROKE TEST 


ONDA SiL-350 


By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


From its rubber covered pegs, to its 
competition styled mirror, to its lightweight 
cast steel fenders, this honey yells, “Lets go!” 


If you see a dead squirrel lying 
in the middle of a trail, chances are 
it was splattered by a, 350 Honda 
four-stroke twin. Reasons for the sur- 
mise are two-fold. Firstly, there are 
a whole bunch of 350 Hondas flit- 
ting about in the woods. Rumor has 
it that there are more 350 Honda 
twins sold than any other single 
bike ever made. Secondly, the squir- 
rel probably never heard the bike 
coming. It’s quiet. 

Back to the first reason. Why is 
the bike so popular? There must be 
a reason why an overweight four- 
stroke twin sells so well. Put simply, 
the bike is as nearly bulletproof as 
anything a rider can buy. It can be 
abused and hammered for a long 
time before it'll dic. 

While we were back East several 
months back, we noticed a bunch of 
the 350s being used in enduros. 
After spending some time talking to 
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the owners of the bikes, it became 
more than clear why. Yes, the bike 
is far too heavy for woods work. But 
it just wont quit running. And in a 
100-mile enduro, reliability is the 
most desirable feature a bike can 
have. Everything else comes in a 
poor second. Face it. No one even 
likes to think about leaving a bike 
stranded back in a primeval forest 
and going back in the next day with 
some buddies to tow it back out. 
That can get old instantly. 

Plus, so many of the ‘eastern and 
mid-west enduros require a totally 
street-legal bike that it’s out of the 
realm of most to convert a racer- 
type bike into a license plate 
machine. 

Economics enters into the picture 
for most of us, too. How many peo- 
ple can afford to pop 1500 bucks for 
a fancy European bike and then put 
another $200-$300 in it making it 
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livable? And still not have a totally 
reliable mount. 

So, many riders literally have no 
other choice. You buy a Honda of 
one sort or another, or you don’t ride 
in the woods. 

Let’s say you fall into this bracket 
— and purchase a 350 Honda. What 
are you faced with? About 300 
pounds of virtually un-rideable bike, 
that’s what. And most of the un- 
rideabilitvy stems from the horren- 
dous rubber Japan chooses to strap 
on the rims. As delivered, the SL350 
cannot go anywhere a street 350 can 


HONDA SL 350 

PRICE: $920, suggested 
ENGINE TYPE: Four-stroke, 

vertical twin, overhead cam 
DISPLACEMENT: 325cc 
BORE & STROKE: 64mm x 50.6mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 9.5:1 
CARBURETION: 2—24mm Keihin 
HP @ RPM: 22.5 at 8000 
PRIMARY DRIVE TYPE: Gear 
PRIMARY RATIO: 3.714:1 
FINAL RATIO: 42/16, 2.625:1 
CHAIN SIZE: N/A 
GEAR RATIOS: 1. 


2: 
3. 
4. 
D 


AIR FILTER: Foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: 
Battery and points 
LUBRICATION: 
Forced, with wet sump 
FUEL CAPACITY: 
2.4 gallons + .5 reserve 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: 
91+ octane 
RECOMMENDED OIL: 10-40 
FRAME TYPE AND MATERIAL: 
Double cradle 
FORKS: Honda; 6.7 inches travel 
SHOCKS: Honda; 3.7 inches travel 
TIRES: Bridgestone trials pattern 
Front: 3.00x21 
Rear: 4.00x2] 
RIMS: Honda, steel 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 55 inches 
Ground clearance: 9.1 inches 
Seat height: 33 inches 
Weight: (claimed) 309 pounds 
(dry) 
(actual) 309 
on front wheel: 
142 pounds 
on rear wheel: 
167 pounds 
INSTRUMENTS: 
Tachometer, speedometer, 
resettable odometer 
SILENCER: 
Yes; excellent effectiveness 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 
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go. Traction is non-existent with 
ase utterly dumb trials tires. Yeh, 
yeh, we know. Honda has to put on 
trials tires because many will ride 
this thing on the street on a regular 
basis. But for God’s sake — those 
tires? They don’t even work on the 
street. 

To check out the street-ability of 
the tires, the bike was ridden to the 
DB offices almost every day, when 
it was not being tested in the dirt. 
On freeway rain grooves, the bike 
did an insane dance and was in a 
near tank-slapper at certain speeds. 
When cornering, there was no feed 
back about available traction. The 
tires would hold to a certain point, 
then break loose in a stomach-sink- 
ing lurch. 


HONDA SL 350 


ae. ea PE ae RPM HP 
e ea 3500 95 
m emes 4000 11.0 
— 4500 12.8 
eas re 5000 15.1 
H A 5500 16.9 
a 6000 19.0 
Lt eee | 
A 22.9, 

— 7500 99.4 

8000 22.5 

8500 21.8 

9000 21.6 


5000 6000 7000 8000 9000 


Rear Wheel Horsepower VS RPM 


There is a large segment of the 
motorcycling public that has been 
led to believe that knobby tires are 
deadly on pavement. This is not true. 
A knobby reacts to cement much 
like it does to loose dirt. When the 
limit of traction is reached, the 
wheel(s) gently break away with 
plenty of warning. In fact, it’s great 
sport to do a flattrack bit around 
deserted corners. As long as a certain 
amount of discretion is used, they 
are certainly no more dangerous than 


Nate Sciacqua enters a muddy 
section under full power . . . keeps it 
on until the bike settles down to the 
axle ... then takes a look at watch. 
Yes, he’s behind schedule. 
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trials tires. The only real penalty you 
pay is fairly rapid tire wear. 

Ah, but in the dirt you pay a far 
more severe price. Here, the mass 
of motorcycle and man are in a 
world of owl snot. If you are on any- 
thing less than a smooth, flat, fairly 
hard surface, the rubber refuses to 
have anything to do with the ground. 
Steering does not work and turning 
sharply is totally out of the question. 
Sand and deep dirt become a night- 
mare and the smallest hill grows into 
a full-fledged challenge. Every ex- 
tra pound of the highly placed 
weight tries to fall over and play 
dead. In short, the only trails you 
are able to ride are those resembling 
the street. And on these kinds of 
trails, you can get away with a set 
of full street rubber. 

We asked many of the Honda peo- 
ple why they chose to put such 
abysmal trash on their dual-purpose 
bikes, and they always gave us the 
same answer: “Safety; we don’t want 
anybody to get hurt on the street.” 
We take it, then, that thev don’t 
mind at all that many people are 
going to get hurt in the dirt. Because 
a heavy bike equipped thusly is a 


death-trap. You will fall down, 
sooner or later, and you will get 
hurt. It takes a seasoned rider to 
negotiate a moderately difficult trail 
on a 350 Honda with stock tires, and 
a beginner would surely fall down 
on that same trail. Yet, seasoned 
riders do not buy this kind of bike 
—beginners and novices do. And 
they get hurt, skinned, bruised, bat- 
tered, broken, discouraged, cut, bent, 
folded, spindled and mutilated be- 


cause the salesman told him the 
bike was a true “dual-purpose” 
machine. 


So there you have the Honda 
“duality” myth in its entirety. A to- 
tal commitment to street safetv and 
trail slaughter. 

Now that we're done blowing our 
stack about the basic concept of the 
bike, let’s get down to what it can 
be with minimal changes. 

Plenty of enduro riders put the 
machine on a quick diet, and get 
rid of 20 to 30 pounds of lard with- 
out too much hassle. The heavy steel 
fenders get placed on the shelf and 
Pettys usually find a new home front 
and rear. The giant gas tank often 
gets replaced with a lighter plastic 


unit and some of the instruments 
find their way into a cardboard box 
for the duration. Most use the tach 
for a doorstop and many replace the 
headlight and taillight with smaller 
units. Penton or VDO components 
are common substitutions. Good tires 
find their wav into the scheme and 
voila!, there vou are. A dirt bike. 
You can go further, but most don't. 
Total investment to put the bike in 
the ballpark is still around a hun- 
dred bucks at this point. 

If you want to spend another hun- 
dred and go whole (ahem) hog, you 
take off the huge muffler/spark ar- 
restor combo and put on some J & R 
clamp-ons. The weight savings is 
huge here. Oh yeh, you'll want some 
good accessory footpegs and _ that’s 
about it. If you go any further, then 
vou should have bought a Penton or 
an Ossa in the first place. 

Now the bike works well in the 
dirt. Sure, it’s still too heavy, but 
not unreasonably so. With a full 
tank of gas, youre now down to 275 
or so. Which aint all that bad — 
unless you have to carry it up a hill. 
Which vou probably won't. 

With stock gearing, the bike 


Competition Accessories 


1. ‘big T’ moto-x gloves. Hard wearing; soft sheepskin; Valcro 


fastener at wrist. Black with either red, green or blue padded 
backing. Sizes: M, L, XL. $12.45. 2. Jim Davis chest protector. 
Color orange. $16.25. 3. Malcolm Smith vented nylon racing 
jerseys. Will not rip or shrink. Plain or your motorcycle brand 
name on front. Send for list of names and colors. Sizes: S, M, 
L, XL. $12.95. 4. Don Vesco plastic gas tank. 3.375 gal. for 
Yamaha, Suzuki 250 and 400, Honda XL-250, CZ 250 and 400, 
Kawasaki 125, Bultaco. Supplied with petcock, gas cap (except 
Honda, use stock cap) and necessary fixing hardware. Guar- 
anteed 1 year. Colors: red, yellow, orange, metallic gray. 
ALSO, 3.5 gal. for Husqvarna Supplied as above except gas cap. 
Colors: red, yellow, orange, maroon. All $49.95. 5. Don Vesco 
plastic moto-x gas tank. 1.7 gal. Supplied with petcock, gas 
cap and center mount, fixing hardware. Fits most bikes with 
single backbone frame. Guaranteed 1 year. Colors: red, yellow, 
orange, metallic gray. $44.95. 6. HYLANDER alloy gas tanks. 
Just bolt onto Husky, CZ. Half the weight of standard tank. 
1.8 gal. $75.00; 3.0 gal. $79.00. 7. Carrera goggles. With two 
lenses: clear, dark or yellow. $8.50. 8. Jofa mouthguard. $5.45. 
9. Jim Davis elbow guard set. Color: orange and black. $9.75. 
10. Jim Davis shoulder guards. $16.60. 11. Kidney belt. Durable 
elastic with leather covered ribbing. Waist sizes: 26 to 36. 
$7.50. 12. Knee pad set. $6.95. 13. Jim Davis mouthguard. $4.85. 
14. Duffle bag. For all your riding gear. 30’ long x 14” dia. 
Almost indestructable. $12.95. 15. ‘big T’ leathers. Hard wear- 
ing; soft sheepskin; Velcro leg fastener; breathable elasticated 
crotch; fully lined. Weight 134 Ibs. Sizes: 30 thru 36 waist. 
Colors: black with red/yellow, blue/yellow or green/yellow 
side stripes. $79.00. 16. Plastic number plates. Set of 3. Colors: 
white, black, green and yellow. $3.95. 17. Jim Davis shin and 
knee set. $19.25. 
ALL ORDERS POSTPAID. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 


TO ORDER: on the order form below, circle the number of the 
item(s) required. Add any additional information such as make, 
size, color, etc. Include payment: check or M.O., and don’t for- 
get to fill in your name and address. If you think that mail order 
blanks never give enough space for the information requested— 
you're probably right, so please don’t hesitate to use an addi- 
tional sheet of paper. California residents add sales tax. 


hyland M.V P.O. Box 39393, Dept. AR-2 


Los Angeles, Calif. 90039 
PLEASE RUSH THE FOLLOWING ITEM(S): 
1234567 89 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 


MAKE, SIZE, COLOR, ETC. 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED $. 


ITY. STATE. ZIP. 
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should take on most any hill in sec- 
ond gear. The powerband is out- 
standing in stock form and all that 
anyone will ever need in the woods. 

There’s not a mud bog in this hem- 
isphere that will stop the rear wheel 
from turning and the bike will still 
do 75 easily when it comes to the 
fast stuff. 

Standard suspension is adequate 
for most trail and enduro riding and 
only the nasty ruts stun your butt. 
Of course you could pop for a pair 
of shocks, but it isn’t really neces- 
sary until the standard units go 
south. 

Riding position is about right for 
sitting down/long-distance riding. 
Just the sort of riding, strangely, 
that youll encounter in most en- 
duros. Eastern ones, that is. Western 
enduros, in general, are little more 
than slightly slower desert races, 
with a few good hills thrown in to 
keep you honest. 

But for good old mud-slogging, 
wind-your-way-through-the-trees en- 
duros, the chassis and suspension 
are up to the job. Forks will top out 
now and then, but not irritatingly so. 
And no, a change of oil will not cure 
the topping-out problem. 


GARY JONES CHAMPIONSHIP MX TANK, 
fiberglass, 1.8 gal. $59.95 


WHEEL FOAM reduces mud build-up 
& unsprung weight $5.95/wheel 


GARY JONES reinforced ‘sticky’ 
surgical rubber grips 


ALUMINUM BRAKE ANCHOR helps 


eliminate rear brake lock-up $10.95 


COMP. FORK LEG SERVICE, 2-3 Ibs 
unsprung weight machined off 
& springs modified. $25.00 


-a JONES 
KO MOTOCROSS 


PRODUCTS 


(714) 595-9100 — (714) 595-0819 
20868 Currier Rd. Walnut, Ca. 91789 


Catalog available for $1.50 
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So far, weve just talked about the 
bike as it should be, not as it truly 
is. Let’s take a trail ride with the 
bike in standard trim, OK? Fine. 
Race you to the top of that hill over 
there. Ready; begin. 

Kick. Just one and the bike is 
purring. Down for low and feed the 
clutch out — it engages late, like 
most Honda four- Stokers. The low- 
end torque is nice and the bike 
moves along faster than a VW bus, 
which is nice. You can shift up early 
without the engine bogging down 


and soon voure bombing along at 
45 or so. About as fast as you'd care 


to go over moderately choppy 
ground. At this speed, everything 


works all right, just sort of hobby- 
horsing along. Push it over 50 and 
the bike protests. Back down to 45 
and the Honda gets its manners 
back. Deep sand up ahead. Whoa! 
The forks are wiggling and the front 
wheel wants to take a bite and plow. 
Up on the pegs and fight the front 
end. If you don’t pay attention, the 
bike will surely spit you off. 


© 1973, CIRCLE INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED 
FER IRIN aed 4 ‘| 
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Our tie-down beits make 
loading up a cinch. 


When you take to the road, you can make sure that what you’ve 
strapped on back stays in its place with our SHUR-RELEASE 


belts. 


The sturdy 2000-lb.-test webbing is made to hold its own 
against the roughest roads and weather any condition. 

Five-inch locking handles make it a snap to cinch up your load 
or release it, even when the webbing is wet. And one of the two 
hefty %” steel holding hooks is vinyl coated to prevent slipping 


and scratching of your handlebars. 


The 2” x 6 belts are stitched with high-tensile nylon to assure 


a long, strong life. 


JUST $8.95. Sold in pairs and available in your choice of jet 
black, or red, white and blue stripes. 
For a look at our entire line of parts and accessories, send $1 


for our latest 28-page catalog. 
Circle Industries, 
Monte, i. 91733. 


2536 Seaman Ave., 


“All merchandise prices are FOB, South El Monte, Calit.” 


~ CIRCLE inoustaies 


Your business is our business. 


Dept. DB, 


South El 


MEMBER OF 
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Out of the sand and a fireroad 
looms up ahead. The kind that jeeps 
have been going over for 600 years. 
Two deep ruts with a big hump in 
the middle. Hard packed. It’s dief. 
cult to keep the Honda in its intend- 
ed line of flight. It keeps trying to 
climb out of the groove and wander, 
especially in the turns. You silently 
curse the tires, knowing full well 
that if you had even the lowliest 
knobbies on, you would not have to 
work so hard to keep upright. Front 
end washes out on a slightly off- 
camber turn and you have to slap 
a foot down. It hurts. Damn. 
Doubledamn. 

The fireroad passes through a shal- 
low stream, maybe 20 feet wide and 


EXPERTS 


HONDA 


TRIUMPH SUZUKI 


of 
POMONA, CAL. 
1090 Holt Ave. (714) 623-4431 


EAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


Bikes • Parts + Accessories 
Catalog Available 
n {v 


T and 5 a foot deep. Try to pull the front Bune 
F roven 
Used by the U.S. CZ Racing Team end up and it responds sluggishly. POWER... 
Gives improved H.P. throughout Did it come up some or not? You're pace 
the entire RPM Range not sure. But one thing you're sure RELIABILITY! 


125 EZ ST D $52.95 


125 Reed, 250, 400 $57.95 


Engines by Chenda Lelck 
Rebuilding and Custom porting by a real 
expert. 25 yrs. in the CZ factory. He 
knows his stuff!! 


of — the bike is reasonably water- 
proof. A sheet of the wet stuff 
. splashed on the engine and it didn’t 
crap out. You sit back down only 
to get a jolt in the right knee cap. 
Whatinnahell!? Shock. Electrical 
shock from the spark plug cap. Cur- 
rent is passing right through the cap 
to your wet knee. Make a mental note 


Bore Kits e Stroked Cranks for Singles 
Cams & Tuned Pipes e Engine Building 


Complete catalog $1.25; or model 
information 50c. Questions 


@ gladly answered! 


PERFORMANCE POBox? 
E Bend, Oregon 9770 
PRODUCTS, INC. COSSA ei ia 


Also parts for 


PENTON DKW RICKMAN INDIAN 


Can I Interest You In A 


Genuine Personalized Watch? 


eee es ee 
PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 


i 2732 Heritage Circle, Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 | 
INDICATE STYLE: | 
| DESERT RACER MX ENDURO O DIRT BIKE O CHOPPER? 
Please send me ___________ watch (s). Add $1.00 each for postage and handling. Nevada res. fj 
add 6% sales tax. Enclosed is my check or money order for $_____—. e 
Allow 4 weeks delivery. | 
SHIP TO: 
A Name. | 
Tea § Your picture will be hand-painted 
city > a by a professional caricature artist 
O Swiss made — 1 yr. service warranty ...........eeeee pa bates beset ees n eee cee ee enee $19. 95 f 
| 17 Jewel, shock & water resistant. Gold tone case with stainless steel back. 2 yr. poles from any color or black and white 
NAC EAP GAIT ei i pastes Seco ENEE T E sacs te nso eas NETE E N 
f 17 Jewel, self winding — shock & water resistant. Silver tone case with stainless steel back o — photo you send. A great self- indul- 
date keeper. 2 yi Waray: wc sieves TENSESO 5 atone 16 A ERAN aoe E È AE erence 
ence and an ego-trip gift. Actual 
Ë INCLUDE YOUR PHOTO returned w go-trip gif 


face size 17⁄4 inches in diameter. So 
order fast, this fantastic order isnt 
going tọ last forever. 


| Indicate: Hair Color. Eye Color. 
Complexion, | 
a Name on Watch 
es m eee eee eee es es 2 0 E E 
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not to lay the old leg there until it 
` dries off, and stick your knee out 

in the airstream like an English 

roadracer. 

Ha! The base of the hill is near- 
ing. Better stand up on the pegs for 


MOTOCROSS BAR 


MADE TO ORDER 


rubber-covered pegs and your sex 
life is ruined for at least two weeks. 
Moan. You sit and rest a while and 
pray for the guy who invented rub- 
ber pegs to walk by right now so 
you can strangle him with a live 
snake. 

Eventually, you recover (sort of) 
and restart the bike, motoring off a 
little slower, with your voice two 
octaves higher. 

You eventually forget your bruised 
pride and then see the hill looming 
up ahead. It’s not a bad hill. You’ve 
climbed it plenty of times before 
and once made it up in second gear 
on a DKW (with a good run). 

Third gear is chosen for the ap- 
proach and this takes you about a 
third of the way up, then you're 
forced to snap down to second, But 
the gearbox just does not like to be 
forced, Even though the bike shifts 
up like a champ, you have to be pa- 


That’s right. Now you can have 
DIRT BIKE stickers printed in two 
brilliant DIRT BIKE colors of yel- 
low and black, 354” x 27". Some- 
thing to put over the dent in your 
gas tank, that hole in your garage 
or that ugly scratch in your helmet. 
Show ‘em where your head is at, 
and put the famed DIRT BIKE 
stickie in an unusual place. 


eee ee 
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| PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 0-312 
| 2732 Heritage Circle 

| Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 
| 
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l 
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OVER 60 DIFFERENT 
STYLES OF 
MOTOCROSS BARS 
IN STOCK! 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


Enclosed is çheck or money order for: O 


The cost? A piddling 25 cents 
each, or 5 for a buck. Or 10,000 
for $2,500. 


Name 


Address 
City 
Stale ee Zip 


SF house of E TES 


801 e. artesia, no. long beach, calif. 90805 (213) 423-7936 


April 1973 and Jim Pomeroy took his Bultaco Pursang to the start line 

of the Spanish Grand Prix...his first-ever effort in the World 
Championship Series. Forty-five minutes later the young American took the 

checkered flag against the very best 250cc class riders in the world. First 
American ever to win a Grand Prix, first American ever to lead the World 
Championship table and first rider to ever win a Grand Prix race at his first attempt. 
Right first time, indeed! 
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tient with down-gearing. Something 
to do with the way Honda under- 
cuts their gears, or some fancy tech- 
nical terms like that. Anyway, you've 
taken far too long. getting to second 
and promptly loose the powerband. 


KENDICK’S NEW EXP 
CARBURETOR IT’S QUICK! 


m Quick way to more horsepower. 
m Quick throttle response with 
broader power band. 
Quick starting and non-flooding. 
Quick adjustable external jetting. 
Quick installation — no pulse or 
vapor return line hookups. 


EXP carburetors are available in 29mm, 
33mm and 40mm. Complete kits from 
ee 95. Our kits work beautifully on both 

2- and 4-cycle engines. Reed or piston port 
induction systems. Write for information. 
When ordering specify make, model. 


KENDICK Engineering 


9520 DeSoto, Chatsworth, California 91311 
Phone (213) 882-8668 Dept.-D 


Hop up and high performance work our specialty 


1. Current address 


Attach 

address label 

from a recent issue 
or print your name 
and address exactly as 
shown on the label 


Name 


2. Fillin new address 
Name 


MOVING’? | 


DON’T FORGET TO LET US KNOW 


Use this form to notify us at least 6 weeks 
before you move to your new address 


Address 


Rats. First gear is a must. Snick. Big 
healthy surge. And you're climbing 
strongly. 


The first half of the hill is 
not too hard, sort of hard packed 


with a few rain ruts. But as you 
near the top, it gets loose and 
powdery. Not much traction. And 


the wheel starts breaking loose. Revs 
climb and the rear end snakes 
around. You lean back for bite, but 
it doesn’t make any difference. Now 
you wish you were in second so you 
could play with the throttle. Tough. 
The bike ceases forward motion, 
even though the rear wheel is still 
spinning strongly. Like we said, you 
cannot stop that wheel. 

Useless. 

The hill, that simple stupid hill, 
has beaten you. 

Now what. What else? You go 
back down and try it again. Pick 
the heavy beast up and muscle it 
around so the front end is pointing 
in the right direction. Grunt and 
sweat. Finally, after a serious work- 
out, you straighten it out and push 
off. Once it gets rolling, hop on 
and bump-start the machine. It fires 
right away and then you realize that 
youre desce nding the hill faster 
than you want to. Tap on the brakes 
and the rear wheel chatters badly. 
Feather that one and make the front 
brake do all the work. Not too bad, 
but it’s awful hard to feel the rear 
wheel working. It keeps wanting to 
creep around eer get ahead of the 
front. Disconcerting would be a very 


City__ 


New Address 
City 


Mail form to: 


rr rrr snes nc rca- 


DIRT BIKE Magazine 
Subscription Service Dept., Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 


Staten Zip 


MOTORCYCL 
MECHANICS 
TRAINING 
EARNINGS 
$7,000 - $15,000 
YEARLY 


Home study and residence training avail- 
able on all types of motorcycles. For Infor- 
mation write: 


STUDENT DIVISION 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
P.O. Box 2628 Daytona Beach, Fla. 32015 
904/255-0295 


WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 


Frame Kits, to im- 
prove handling, 
that utilize a 
simple installation 
technique and 
come com- 
plete with 
instructions 

and all the 
hardware to 
complete 

the job the 

right way. 


competition 32% 


LJsuzTmaoor ..... 21.95 O YAM LT1,2,3& MX . 19.95 
O suz TM250*/ O YAM AT1/CT1& MX 21.95 
TEO: iori 21.95 (YAM AT2/3, 
CISU TEIS. ...... 19.95 CT2/3& MX .. 19.95 
Osuz TM/Ts125 . . . . 19.95 [YAM DT1/RT1 & MX 
COHODAKA 100/RAT* . 29.95 DT2/3, RT2/3 . 13.95 
COHONDA XL250... . 19.95 [YAM DT2, RT2 & MX 14.95 


O HONDA 175SL .. . . 24.95 
C HONDA 350SL K1/2 . 24.95 
COHUSKY Sw.Arm (All), 12.95 
*Includes Swing Arm Kit 


PLEASE SHIP MY ORDER: 


Prepaid (Freight Paid) $__ 
coD [Credit Card No. 


YAM LT Sw.Arm ... 
JYAM AT/CT Sw.Arm . 
Gyam DT/RT Sw.Arm .8. 


Fits ‘73 MX Models 


Enclosed 


Name 
Address____ —— = 
City State — Zip 


342le.harvard phoenix. az 85008 


competition 
dynamics 
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The name of S & W is synonymous 
with quality high performance mo- 
torcycle products for more than 25 
years. They have built a solid reputa- 
tion for dependability, performance 
and integrity. The all new S &W 
motorcycle shock absorber was de- 
signed to fill the gap that presently 
exists in accessory shocks ... prop- 
er damping/spring combinations to- 
gether with complete reliability. E 
The most efficient and precise 
damping acti obtainable is the 
result of extensive testing on a spe- 
cially built shock dyno, plus thou- 
sands of miles of all forms of racing. 
S & W shocks show the least amount 
of damping variance at either tem- 
perature extreme or under extended 
duration testing. This damping ac- 
tion coupled with a complete variety 
of both true-progressive and single 
rate springs (a total of 18), offers 
the best rear suspension package 
possible. Ideal for both the profes- 
sional racer or the occasional trail 
rider. All S & W shocks are sold in 
Pairs; with each shock color coded 
to assure a matched set. E Units 
are available in lengths of 12, 1214, 
13 and 1314 inches. Special shocks 
with narrow mounting eyes are 
available. for Yamaha dirt singles, 
Honda XL250 and 350. Suggested 
retail price is $18.95 per shock (with- 
out spring) at authorized Webco 
dealers everywhere. E Send 50c (to 
cover cost of handling) for a de- 
tailed brochure on how to choose 
the proper rear suspension system 
for you and your motorcycle. 


100 PAGE CATALOG ONLY $1.00 


WEBCO INC. 


mild way of putting it. 

Get to the bottom and re-eyeball 
the hill. Hmmmm. Couple of good 
lines here and there. Back waaaaay 
up and give it hell. Same. Not too 
good, Anyway, after about six tries, 
the Honda finally eked over the 
top. With not too much to spare. 
And the bad part about it was that 
the only thing that made the hill 
difficult was traction. Or lack of it. 
The bike has plentv of beans, for 
even the most rasty hills. But getting 
that beautiful power to the ground 
is virtually impossible. To make a 
hill, you have to char ge it — but 
under many situations, thats out of 
the question. 

With our hillclimbing spirits dam- 
pened, we headed back to the main 
highway and headed for home. Just 
hopped on the road, with all the 
leathers and such, and boogied on 
down. Felt sort of weird — people 
looked at the grubby biker buzzing 
down the road from their vacuum 
sealed pig cars and turned the air 
conditioner up another notch. 

The Honda was very happy at 
7000 rpm, about 65 miles per hour, 
and it was a pleasant ride to the 
garage. Most of the way back was 
nice twisty roads, but it was no fun 
pushing the bike through the turns 
and plaving road racer. Just didn’t 
trust it enough. But if it had street 
tires and taller gearing ... wait a 
minute. They make another bike that 
does just that . . . the CB350. Why, 
that means that the SL350 is really 
a street bike. In drag. i 

Yep. 

It’s just that Honda did not make 
enough changes to the dual-purpose 
version to consider calling it a dirt 
bike. So it’s up to you. Do you want 
to make the changes? Us? Wed just 
as soon buy the street version with 
the good street tires. Because it'll go 
anywhere the SL350 version will go. 
And then when you wanted to ride 
it on the street, itd make a lot more 
sense. Come to think of it, a stock 
750 Honda will go about any place 
the SL350 will go. Which means 
the 750 is a good dirt bike, or the 
350 is a bad dirt bike. 


BITS AND PIECES 


‘74 DIRT BIKE CALENDAR and ALMANAC 


Outrageous! aT 


And filled to the staples with billions 
(nay, zillions) of important facts. 
Every possible conversion chart 
known to man is included some- 
where in the mighty new DIRT BIKE 
Calendar and Almanac for 1974. 


Plus (eat your heart out Burt Reyn- 
olds) a full-color centerfold, with 
strategically placed staples, of SU- 
PER HUNKY in the all-together. 
Gasp! 


Each and every month of the year 
has its own dynamite full-color ac- 
tion photo of the top dirt riders in 
the business and a new feature: the 
official, unofficial DIRT BIKE Riders 
National Holidays Calendar. Featur- 
ing some of the exciting events in 
Dirt Bike history. 


We still have a limited number of 
the 1973 Calendars. For those of 
you who especially liked that year. 
Living in the past? Swell, then order 
a few of the 1973’s dates and use 
them in the years to come. 


D-312 
DIRT BIKE CALENDAR 
Box 317, Encino, CA 91316. 


Enclosed is check or money order for Q 
copylies) of the DIRT BIKE CALENDAR. 
$2.00 each plus 25¢ each postage. 


The entire engine stayed oil-tight NAME 
BOX 429 « VENICE, CAL. 90291 pass 
during the dian of the testing, ADDRESS 
WEE CORBEGIGNALI DISTRIBUTORS As a matter of fact, the oil level did 
Southeast: Cycle Gear, N.C. not drop at all in the month we rode CITY. 
Midwest: KK M/C Supply, Ohio the bike 
Rocky Mts: Pike’s Peak M/C, Colo. 3 STATE ZIP 
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No skid plate is supplied — and 
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TRICK STUFF 


Lid = eee ee ee = papal a lala hE 
! MOTOCROSS SOX | l CARRERA GOGGLES l 
on Į] 65% WOOL / 35% NYLON: VERY COLORFUL. | | THE NAME IS ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW. | 
== ) | KNEE LENGTH. AT A PRICE THAT CAN'T BE | | THESE ARE THE FAVORITES OF MOST PRO | 
A l BEATEN. ! l MX RIDERS. EACH PAIR COMES WITH ONE l 
= | SPECIFY COLOR: RED, YELLOW, GREEN, | | YELLOWANDONE ROOT BEER LENS; l 
@) } LIGHT BLUE OR NAVY BLUE. i l l 
l l 
I | I 
l ! l I 
SHOP MANUAL I | l i 
l 1 | l 
l l T PartNo. 1095 $9.95 | 
l T a a Ee EAE = 

l l 

l l 

| Part No. 1025 $3.95 per pair | 

100 pages, complete parts list. Power and weight T m mee se meee s m m =- — | 

saving ideas. Step by step photos, etc. romene == = WRITE FOR OUR 
#1900 $7.50 ! GRAND PRIX MX GLOVES ! FREE CATALOG 

| EXCELLENT KNUCKLE PROTECTION. HIGH | 

T T AN NEEE ane a ae =~] | QUALITY GOATSKIN. NOW AT A PRICE YOU | 

| SURGICAL RUBBER GRIPS l 1 CAN'T PASS UP. I 

i THE HOT SET-UP. BRIGHT BLUE IN COLOR. H l SPECIFY SIZE: S, M, L, XL À 

] GOOD GRIP EVEN WHEN WET. l l I 

l l i I 

l Dl I 

l l il l 

l l I I 

l 1] I 

l 1 | N l 

l l il l 

l l il l 

l rani l 

l | I 

I] Part No. 1061 $3.95 per pair | l 

ETONE ad ti oe l 

| Part. No. 1050 $8.95 | 


PLEASE ADD 50¢ HANDLING TO EACH ORDER 
and California residents add STATE TAX. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


ee ee 


CYCLES 


SANTA CLARA,CALIFORNIA 95051 O (408) 246-7323 


2450 EL CAMINO REAL 


ee eRe fee 


TELESCOPIC LOADING RAMP 


R. G. G. ENGINEERING & DEVELOPMENT 
4651 PROCTOR ROAD 
CASTRO VALLEY, CALIF. 94546 
TELESCOPIC LOADING RAMP — 
ONLY $18.95 PLUS SHIPPING 
Please send me _____(quantity) R. G. G. 
LOADING RAMPS. Enclosed is my check nt 
money order) for $ 


Just the thing you’ve been looking for. No mickey-mouse with boards 


and 2 by’s. 
The O-N-L-Y way to load, and unload your bike with no hassle. 


The portable design of this Telescopic Loading Ramp enables you to 
lock it up in your truckcab while you’re in THEM HILLS. 


BIG DEAL?! You better believe it!! This ramp is light in weight — 
yet strong and rigid — ONLY 11 Ibs., and guaranteed to support a 
minimum of 600 Ibs. And priced at only $18.95. 


TRY IT YOU'LL LIKE IT! 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


ENGINEERING 
& DEVELOPMENT 


4651 PROCTOR ROAD 
CASTRO VALLEY, CA 94546 


(415) 785-4066 


STATE TAP pena 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


CITY 


anunununuunuunuununnununnnunnnnnnnnnnunun n 
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pipes are low-slung. Draw your own 
conclusions. 

Forks and shocks stayed oil-tight. 

Water made the rear brake mushy 
— had little effect on the front unit. 

Gas cap is a pain to operate. Takes 
two hands. One to push the cap 
down and the other to press the re- 
lease lever. It never leaked though, 
even with a full tank. 

The bike was very cold-blooded 
and took at least five minutes to 
reach operating temperature. It start- 
ed reasonably easy. 

No turn signals or passenger pegs 
are supplied. 

Both fenders are on the short side, 
allowing water to splatter over your 
anatomy. 

Seat is comfortable, but somewhat 
wide when standing. 

Taillight will snag your foot, soon- 
er or later. 

Grips are the usual waffle pat- 
terned trash you find on many Jap- 
anese bikes. You must wear gloves, 
or they'll quickly blister hands. Kill 
switch is on wrong side — natch. 

Speedo worked erratically. We 
talked to other Honda owners. Most 
said theirs worked fine. 

Clutch took a lot of abuse — even 


WORLD SPORTS PRODUCTS, 
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64” Rear. 


MX JERSEY 
$12.95 EA. 


MX MOUTHGUARD 
$3.95 EA. 


INC. oœ 
"TRY US... 


when brutalized, didn’t whimper. 

Key is in an awkward spot and 
not easy to insert. Fork lock is even 
worse. You have to fiddle with the 
damn thing for a long time. Jiggle, 
fiddle, wiggle . . . oh, the hell with 
it. Go ahead and steal the bike. 


SUMMATION 
In a strange sort of way, the bike 
grows on you. Especially when you 


UNBREAKABLE 


—guaranteed for life—with a heat-treated 


be plagued with breakage again. 


FLYWHEEL Jem 
PULLERS 


GUARANTEED 


New from Plus Products! A flywheel puller 
center bolt. Order yours today and never 


live with it for a month. It got rid- | PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. | 
den to work, trailed, hammered, | | 2732 Heritage Circle | 
slobbered through water crossings | | Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 
endlessly trying to drown it, and | | Fielosed is my ehecks or mmtel arter tor | 
was generally ridden hard and neg- | | $8.95 plus 50¢ postage per order. NOTE: J 
lected. In short, we treated it like I When ordering be sure to include all infor- | 
the average owner would. The only | | mation. 3 l 
maintenance we pulled was occa- l MAKE zie l 
sionally lubing the chain and adjust- | O Yamaha O Ossa c Penton j 
ing it twice. - O Suzuki [ Husky O Sachs | 

Yes, it does live up to its reputa- | C Hodaka C Puch O Bultaco | 
tion of reliability. And definitely, the i DKW | 
four-stroke sound and power is nice. | Model ee | 
And yes again, it can be made into a I, 4 1 
pretty fair enduro bike. We just | Nam | 
wish that Honda would come out | | 
with a third version. The serious ee | 
version that they occasionally win | | city | 
Baja with. l 

Now that would be a trailbike. @ | | State ————— Zip | 

(Qo ee oe en ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee E 


Here’s What’s New At World Sports... 


Guaranteed for One (1) Year... 


Our New Unbreakable Lightweight Plastic Fenders 
BEAUTIFUL! 


All colors available— . with just the 
comparable to any on right curves for a 
the market! 4” Front efficiency Gaumen, 


$3.95 Ea. 


DEALER AND DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRIES INVITED — CALL NANCY OR KATHY (412) 836-1302 
GREENSBURG, PENNA. 15601 


see our jersey ad this issue 


HIGHLAND & WHITE STS. e 
YOU'LL LIKE US”... 


UNBREAKABLE LEVERS 
ONE (1) YEAR 
GUARANTEE $2.95 PR. 


Number plates with in- 
terchangeabie, snap on 
» numbers. Colors: 
Q Plates— 

White & Yellow 
Numbers—Black 
Plates (set of 3) $4.95 
Numbers (set of 3) $1.50 
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LOADING RAMPS Cont'd. from page 47 


On the good side, however, it was 
the best tested for tipping and it sur- 
vived the brute strength test (which 
is not too shabby for a hinged, fold- 
ing model). This ramp also won 
points for being the longest of those 
sampled; that makes the pushing job 
easier and was much appreciated by 
the Chief Loader after the 400th 
bike loading. Rocky also sells a non- 
folding standard model which was 
not tested. 
ACCEPTABLE — Fair 


The following model was judged 
to have more deficiencies than was 
necessary. 

YAMAHA ($19). We suspect 
that this is manufactured by the same 
people that make the Webco unit, 
since it shares many of the features 
of the CHECK RATED Webco. But 
where Webco used the sandpaper 
route, Yamaha chose to have three 
rows of punched holes. As a matter 
of fact, the Yamaha would make a 
good cheese grater. Unfortunately, 
the edges of all those holes were 
sharp; not real bad, but still defi- 


Whisperin’ Smith 


makes power. . 


[Teto +e} 


P 


“YOU 
BETTER GET 
IT FIRED 


yi] 


| 
è 
©, 
9o° - 
pom 


he problem is noise. Everywhere you ride these days, The Man 
says keep it quiet. But that doesn’t mean you can’t have the power 
of a tuned exhaust system. Because Torque Engineering has come to 
? the rescue with Whisperin’ Smith, the only expansion chamber that 

* gives you maximum power without the noise hassle. 
a Specifically, independent testing with a Yamaha 2-stroke showed 


a fat 25% increase in horsepower without increasing noise level over 
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U. S. Forestry Service 
approved — dyno-tested. 


stock! It's the kind of power you've come to expect from Torque 
Engineering, with the added bonus of hassle-free riding. 

In addition, Torque Engineering's 
Whisperin’ Smith pipes are U. S. For- 
estry Service-approved spark arrestors. 
And the unique design means no messy 
pads or napkins to clean and replace. 

So just who was it that said you 
can't have your cake and eat it, too? Torque Engineering Co. 
Not Whisperin’ Smith. 


—— 


P.O. Box 245-D 
Northridge, Ca. 91324 
213— 882-4321 


nitely uncomfortable. Too bad; aside 
from that, it’s a decent ramp. 
CONDITIONALLY 
ACCEPTABLE 
The following models were 
judged about equal in meat-slicing 
ability. 
GRAHAM’S (Standard, $16). 
The Graham’s ramp looks like a 
budget model, but at least it’s priced 
that way too. It looks unfinished 
compared to the other ramps, but it 
does the job well. It’s strong, won't 
tip over, and it guides the wheel into 
the channel. The edges don’t stop 
the tire from rolling or help it hop 
over the side. However, not only are 
the punched holes on this devil 
sharp, but so are the edges. Treat it 


Ys 
a GSSSGEG | 


LIMITED NUMBER AVAILABLE 
Today, we're giving away 
complimentary copies of our 
Collectors Edition Catalog. 


GREAT GIFT IDEAS 


INCLUDED: 

Shirts and sweatshirts designed 
and printed by experts; 
oversized shots of famous pro riders; 
instruction books on Motocross, 
trials, etc. 


Send your name and address to: 
DIRT INCORPORATED 
P,©. Box 97 
Pico Rivera, California 90660 


PULL-TITE |S HERE!!! 


Adjustable tie downs that 
are engineered to lock and 
unlock in seconds, for 
fast and easy loading and 
unloading. Fits any pick- 
up or trailor. Patent 
Pending. Write: 
California Design & Mfg. 
P. ©. Box 8I 
Angwin, California94508 
DIRT BIKE 


COLE BROS. 


MAICO 


Mail order anywhere in U.S. 


Largest stock of MAICO parts 
in U.S.A. 


RACING ACCESSORIES 


Alloy Footpegs 


Self Cleaning 45° - Return 


21 & 18 Fits All Models 
AKG Replica 


Fork Springs. Same one used on Factory 


Maico’s 


Alloy Chain 
Guide-Drilled for lightness 


Maico Racing 


Tank 1.5 Gallons Only - 234 Lbs. 


Superlight 
Crome Molly Bars 
Bends 


in Maico, CZ or Husky 


Maico Internal 
Fork Kit - improves handling no more re- 
placing torn fork boots 


COLE BROS. 


MAICO 


SUZUKI 


MAICO 
PUCH 
MOTORCYCLES 


5906 Lankershim Blvd. 
North Hollywood, Calif. 91601 


(213)980-3715 
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with respect. Some filing or taping, 
maybe both, are essential if you want 
to use this model. 

GRAHAM'S (Telescopic, $18). 
This is the same bag as the standard 
model, complete with razor edges 
and scruffy looks, and it works the 
same too. The big deal is the folding 
arrangement; instead of a hinge, the 
Gr heat s slides into itself. We 
thought it would freak out and jam 
after some of the torture tests, but 
it kept on sliding the same way: not 
very well. It’s not as easy to use as 
the other collapsibles because you 
have to muscle it loose to extend it 
and then it slips anyway. The sharp 
edges make this procedure a little 
masochistic. This ramp, and its non- 
folding brother, also managed to get 
hot enough when lying in the sun 
that you had to put gloves.on to pick 
it up. Still, if you want a cheap com- 
pact model, file it, keep it in the 


shade, and learn to love it. re) 


FEDERAL REGULATIONS LONG 
OVERDUE ON LOADING RAMPS 

No doubt about it, the safety and 
design standards promulgated by the 
American Motorcycle Association are 
not sufficient. Just look at the half- 
baked stuff we had to test for you. 
Perhaps we should appeal to the 
Department of Transportation, or 
NASA, or at least your local Federal 
court (if they have time in between 
investigations of the present admin- 
istration; either AMA or the White 
House, take your pick). Will no one 
come to the rescue of the loading 
ramp buyer? 

How long can we allow accessory 
manufacturers and lumber yards to 
contribute to the growing list of in- 
juries incurred while loading motor- 
cycles? Statistics reveal an alarming 
increase in squashed toes, bumped 
shins, cut fingers, crushed downpipes 
and sprained backs. 

Why has no one stepped forward 
and offered the American public a 
ramp that combines the best features 
of those we tested? One ramp, with 
edges like the Yamaha, traction strips 
like the Webco, features like the 
Triple A; one ramp that is collapsible 
for easy storage, lightweight, and 
cheap. Something with design par- 
ameters as advanced as the bikes we 
ride. Why, in a day of forged triple 
clamps, plastic tanks and levers, and 
magnesium side covers do we have 
to put up with thumper-style ramp 
technology? 


VE WE 
>< CHRISTMAS GIFTS 3$ 
Just look at these great ideas from SFC. 
Now’s the time to order that special 
Christmas gift for your favorite bike en- 
thusiast. Order now for Christmas deliv- 
ery. If you’re not sure what to get, send 
$1.00 for our 120 page, 10,000 item mail 


order catalog, or leave this ad in a prom- 
inent place! You’ll get the hint soon! 


eae Denim MX Pants $2485 $19.87 


At last! Budget priced pants com- 
bining protection and style. Extrae 
H Strength blue denim, reinforcede 
= Stitching, heavy duty hip and knee® 

pads, snap pocket, belt, and red $ 
or yellow stripe! Men, Women, ore 
Children waist sizes 22” to 38”, e 
universal length. Free Dynamite è 
i patch included! Look great on the $ 
Street, too! 


Arnaco shocks $49.90 pair, springs included 
‘ Breakthrough! New ‘Tuned Sus- 
» pension” available for street and ? 
dirt bikes. Developed by aerospace $ 
ngineers, the unique design gets s 
our rear wheel back onthe ground e 
uicker, giving you improved e 
‘traction, smoother cornering, and $ 
better braking and acceleration. $ 
7 soft-to-hard adjustments, 146 
spring pre-load positions. Specify e 
¢ | make and model. 


$6.95 


ss These comfortable goggles feature ® 

xtra-wide peripheral vision and $ 
y are fog-free because of double e 
lens construction, No dust prob-e 
lems, as they fit under helmet and ° 
seal to your face. And eyeglass $ 
wearers, rejoice, here’s a set yous 
an really wear, EZ- -adjust buckle. e 
hoose from blue, white, red, ora 
yellow frame color, and enjoy $ 
great vision out of the green, e 
AR or clear lenses included. e 
Add $. 95 for a set of 3 tear- -aways. e 


$59.95 : 
The ultimate helmet! Provides 1208 
degrees of peripheral vision. Meets¢ 

or exceeds all existing safetye 
standards. Has black brushed ny-e 
lon covered padding concealing ie 
of impact-absorbing expanded poly- 

styrene. One piece shell of extra-¢ 
strong fiberglass. White or orangee 
in sizes 6% to 77%. Snap-on visore 
included; can wear with goggles. s 


— Bell Helmet/Gear Bag $11.9 s 
Magura POWR-LEVR Controls $10.95 ° 


Copied, but never equalled ine 
quality or performance. Super lighte 
and virtually unbreakable, used by® 
world’s top’ name off-road racers. S 
New POWR-LEVR puts controls 13” e 
closer to your grip, making ite 
easier than ever to reach and pull.® 
Fits all % bars. Clutch or brake, $ 


SO OOO NOOO DOO HODODODOOONCOES 


FCn 


CLRISIZE] TOTAL 
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120 Pg Catalog 


Calif. Residents add 5% Tax 
TOTAL 


Name 

Street 

City State Zip 
O C.0.D. (25% deposit on C.0.D.’s) 


C BofA Card No. 
C Master Charge 


515 N. VICTORY BLVD. 
BURBANK, CALIF. 91502 
(213) 849-7295 
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Now for a limited time, while they last. . . 
A brand new (never out of the crate) 250cc 


AJS Motocross cycle. This is the famous AJS rot 
Stormer, a true rugged European machine. ot 
Lightweight. Superb handling characteristics o 
and lots of torque. “An impressing machine ” oe 
says Cycle World. We will ship anywhere in the oS 
U.S.A. for only $849.00 plus shipping. Pag 
Christmas delivery guaranteed on all orders received Pog 
before December 5th. Your AJS 250cc will be Pe B 
T e a „” limited 
engine mounted in a rugged, super-light frame with a tuned silencer ie: oo Of Fer! 
expansion chamber. Dry weight: 222 Ibs., with one of the most com- Pog Please Rush Me A Crated 
fortable saddles in the field. Special features include super traction Pag AJS 250cc Motocross Motorcycle. 
(English) Dunlop tires and Akront rims. Pa Enclosed is my O check O money order 
Pa for S8490 
g0?” California residents, add 6% tax. Shipping will be billed C.O.D. 
ON e g Please Send Me More Information On The 
BRIMI, ii B. KE Pag O AJS 250cc Motocrosser O AJS 410cc Motocrosser 
Pa [Cextic , 
oo” Mail CO. v 
PO Box 472, Glendora, CA 91740 Pod BRITISH BIKE CENTRE ea - 
P MMe State Hip 
eo” PO Box 472, Glendora, CA 91740 
96 a Dept.DB DIRT BIKE 
i 


RACE PROVEN! 
MINT 400 1st 
BAJA 500 1st 


PRODUCTS 


DVP plastic tanks are race developed and tested 
for the serious rider. Major factory racing 
teams have chosen VESCO plastic tanks for 
their race bikes! 

DVP quality tanks come with cap, petcock, and 
mounting hardware. DVP tanks are virtually 


unbreakable and carry a one year guarantee. 


V 


SEND 50¢ FOR INFO & VESCO DECAL T0: 
DON VESCO PRODUCTS 
765 El Cajon Boulevard 
El Cajon, California 92020 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


ACCESSORY 
GUIDE 


3 ONE STOP SHOPPING 
FOR ACCESSORIES 


3 ONE STOP SHOPPING 
FOR PARTS 


% ALL TYPES OF TUNING 
EQUIPMENT 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 


Ee a 

o? o Ocelot Eng. o? ®, 

@>» PRODUCTS 

940 Kendall Drive 

San Bernardino, California 92407 
Enclosed is $1.00, please send me 
your catalog. 
Name 
Street 
City 
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ELSINORE 

Contd. from page 35 

pounds. The MT lower end probably 
cost about three bills or less; check 
your Hondy dealer for price and get 
to work. 

Think about it! No longer will the 
members of the Infamous Chicklets 
Family Enduro Team be forced to 
push 300-pound sickles out of bot- 
tomless glopholes during the Break- 
sure Travail. No more six-speed, 
seven-neutral specials that still won’t 
climb Cadaver Mountain! No more 
crushed knuckles because you can’t 
turn the bars quick enough to avoid 
the tree trunks during the Soggy 
Pine! The ICFET could even give 
up cheating. 

And George Ethridge thinks he in- 
vented a desert bike! 

Well, that’s all for now. Keep in 
touch. 


(signed) Chet 


enclosures: 7 pictures 
five pounds of Masa 
Trigo Instant Flour 
Tortilla Mix ke] 


FROM THE SADDLE 
Cont'd. from page 5 

I walk through the audience of AMA 
members and try to get someone to 
trade me their 12 bucks for nothing 
in particular. Maybe we'll let you 
pick from behind one of the curtains, 
or maybe we wont. And we don’t 
really promise to give you a benefit 
or anything like that. However, we 
will make up as many confusing 
rules in our favor as possible, to 
keep the contestant off balance and 
wondering why he is even playing 
the game at all. Remember, we pick 
our contestants on the basis of funny 
costumes and signs. Ready? Oooooo- 
kay. Let’s play, LETS MAKE AN 
AMA DEAL. 

(BIG APPLAUSE FROM THE 
AUDIENCE) 

(RUSS WANDERS THROUGH 
AUDIENCE AT RANDOM AND 
FINALLY STICKS MIKE IN MAN’S 
FACE) 

“Hi there, who are you?” asks Russ. 

“Uh, Pm just a dirt biker from 
Ohio that flew in for the show,” 
says the guy. “Smith’s the name.” 

“Well, hey, that’s sure a strange 
getup ya got on there, fella. Whad- 
daya call that thing on your head?” 
queries Russ .. . 

“Why, that’s a helmet,” comes the 
startled reply. 


TRAVEL 
GUIDE 


RV WORLD will take you to some of the best 
and naturally beautiful corners of our world. 
Spots perfect for dirt bike riding, camping, 
hiking or just enjoying the view. We'll help you 
choose the ideal camper for your own special 
needs with our livability evaluation section. 
We'll give you the latest technical and touring 
information. Plus many regular feature depart- 
ments. SUBSCRIBE NOW and let RV WORLD be 
your guide to the fantastic world of RV living, 
camping, touring and fun. 


RV WORLD Magazine, 
Box 317 Encino, California 91316 
Attention Subscription Dept. 
To subscribe send check or money order for 


$7.50 subscription of 12 issues of R.V. WORLD 
Magazine. Canada add $1.00; foreign add $2.00. 


ISDT or MX 


$58.95 


Add $1.50 for UPS 

Socks $2.00 pair 

WHY PAY 
MORE? 


GORDON’S 
77 Hudson Plaza 
Fairburn, Ga. 30213 
Phone (404) 964-2572 


FULL BORE BOOTS 


“What's it used for?” puzzles Russ. 

“For ridin’ my bike to protect my 
head and such,” answers the biker. 

“Ya don’t say,” answers Russ. “Say, 
when did they come up with that 
idea? Well, never mind about that 
bike stuff, Smith. It’s time to play 
our game. Ready?” Russ asks with a 
winkle in his eye 

“Sure,” says Smith nervously. He 
appears to be rubbing an old B9ES 
spark plug for luck. 

“Oooooooookay,” screams Russ so 
excitedly that his toupee lifts several 
inches off his head, then flutters 


Bassani 


beats the 
competition... 


in 
perform ance 


and 
quality. 


All Bassani 
Exhaust Systems 
are engineered for 
top performance 
then tested and 
proven before 
they are set 

up for pro- 
duction. 

Bassani Exhaust 
Systems are made 
like no other Quiet 
Pipes; the finest 
quality material, 
individually hand- 
crafted. We beat 
‘em in the shop 

so you can beat 
‘em on the track. 


BASSANI - Quality 
without compromise! 


Send 50¢ for more 
information. 


[Bassani] 


1117 FOUNTAIN WAY, 
ANAHEIM, CA 92806 
(714) 630-1821 

Dept. DB 


back down to rest slightly askew. 
“Let's have your ‘membership’ fee. 

Thank you. Here’s your card. Now, 
will you risk your ‘plastic card for 
what's behind curtain number three- 
eeeeceeee?” 

Smith stammers a bit and moves 
nervously from foot to foot, “TI take 
the curtain!” 

“Carol, what’s behind curtain num- 
ber three?” Russ asks slyly. 

(CURTAIN PARTS AND RE- 
VEALS AN AMA OFFICIAL, ALL 
DRESSED IN WHITE, BLOW- 


JEEP OWNERS 
PICK UP OWNERS 
FISHERMEN 
HUNTERS 


T FLOTATION TIRES & 
WHEELS 
proven” 
y “Basa UNIQUE , CAMPING 
~ Honest tire information you OFF-ROAD EQUIPMENT! 
can trust plus 100’s of things 
you've been looking for and 
some you've never seen! 


-lonseman TIRES cm ir 
ARMSTRONG _ 


FOREIGN & AIR MAIL 
SEND TODAY--INCLUDE ZIP CODE! REQUESTS $1 


9201 CALIFORNIA AVE. Dept.DBK 
SOUTH GATE, CA 90280 


BODY 
FUEL 
BY 


ENDURA 


Tested and used by the following Dist. 37 
riders: ERIC JENSEN, BOB McLAUGHLIN, LAR- 
RY BERGQUIST, LARRY PFUTZENRUETER, ED 
SCHEIDLER, WALT AXTHELM, LARRY HEARN, 
GEORGE MAGALLON, M.D. $8.50 for 3 months 
supply (Calif. residents add 5% tax). 

400 1.U. VITAMIN E-NATURAL 
$7.50 for 3 months supply (Calif. residents 
add 5% tax). Send check or money order to: 
Endura Vitamin, Dept. D, 638 S. Glendora Ave., 


Gift Ideas? 
UNDER 5102 


Leather Wrist Watch Strap $7.00 
Route Sheet Holder 9.95 
Water Proofing Kit 3.95 

Dial Clock Holder 9.95 

Tape Holder 8.95 

Enduro Riding Book 2.95 


Orders Shipped Within 2 Days. 
Order Direct or Send 25c for Catalog 


N-Duro Specialties /Box 212,Mauldin,S.C. 29662 ©1973 
DIRT BIKE 


at er AS 
“LET'S GET IT ON” 
(Your Shopping List) 


RACER’S PIT STOP (714) 
538-4212, 4200 E. Chap- 
man, Orange, California 
92669 
#1 COMPETITION 
CLOTHING CENTER 


FULLBORE MOTO-CROSS 
BOOTS 


Protect your foot, ankle 
and legs. Black leather 
17⁄2” high. 7 buckles for 
maximum support. Steel cap 
for toe protection. Leather 
covered ankle pads. Smooth 
sole with peg indentation. 
Available in V2 sizes from 
7-13. Add V2 size to shoe 
size. 

$59.95 


UNBREAKABLE MOTO X 
GAS TANK 

Light weight center mount 
plastic tank with 134 gal. 
capacity — Guaranteed 1 
year. Available in red, 
white, yellow, blue, silver 


and orange. 
Unbreakable Tank $28.95 
Mounting-kit 2.95 
Metal Vented Cap 2.95 
ANDRE'S MX BARS 
Handlebars are made of 
special heat treated chrome- 
moly for added strength 
and light weight {less than 
2 Ibs.) Fits all motorcycles 
with 78° bars from top to 
bottom. Available in the 
following bends. 


4 


SPARE TANK/NUMBER 
PLATE 


Excellent for Enduro, Des- 
ert and other Cross Coun- 
try events—carries an extra 
1% gallon of your favorite 

-= fuel — Complete with all 
mounting hardware. At- 
taches to front forks. 
$19.50 


BUCKLE RIDING BELT 
Made of 20-0z. canvas 
leather for comfort and 
support. Designed for com- 
petition as well as trail 
and road riding. Available 
in sizes 22 through 40. 
$8.95 


UNBREAKABLE FENDERS 
Set of two, front and rear. 
Guaranteed unbreakable, 
light weight plastic. As- 
sortment of colors: orange, 
silver, black, yellow or 
white. 

$6.95 per set. 


All new 1973 CATALOG. Send $1.00 
for catalog and save $2.00 on first 
order. For mail orders write: 


RACER’S PIT STOP 
P.0. Box 2033, Orange, California 92669 


California residents add 5% sales tax. 
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ING A WHISTLE AND HOLDING 


A SIGN READING: YOU ARE 
BLACKFLAGGED AND MUST 
PAY $50 PENALTY AUDI- 


ENCE GROANS IN SYMPATHY) 

“Toooooo bad, Smith. Looks like 
you got a zonker, eh?” leers Russ. 
“What do you want to do, Smith? 
Pay the fine and continue the game 
or quit while you're behind? The de- 
cision is yours. 

(CLOCK IN BACKGROUND 
STARTS TICKING OMINOUSLY ) 

(SMITH LOOKS TO HIS ME- 
CHANIC FOR ADVICE AND 
GETS THUMBS UP SIGN) 


Ride § 


afe? 


Protective 
Rynamite 
Renims 


Enduro 


Bib 
Overalls 


Red or 
Yellow 
Stripes 
and 
Stitching 


Velcro 
Pocket 


and Fly 
Closures 


Even Waist Sizes 20” - 


Dealers: Phone today for 


Look Smart 


in Heavy-Ruty 


Heavy Pads 


38” 


name of nearest distributor. 


Gat Values at 91995 to ‘2495 


“TIl play,” he says with determina- 
tion. “Here’s my 50 bucks.” 

(WILD APPLAUSE FROM AU- 
DIENCE — RUSS SLAPS HIM ON 
BACK) 

“OK Smith. Greg is bringing out 
two boxes now. One contains a copy 
of the AMA News (a real zonker, 
eh?) and the other contains $1001 in 
cash. Now, what'll it be? The red 
box or the blue box? You've got ten 
seconds to decide.” 


(CLOCK STARTS TICKING 


LOUDLY — SMITH FIDGETS) 
‘TII take the blue box, Russ,” says 
Smith, biting his lip. 


Motocross 
Renims 


for Racing 
or Street 


Snap 
Pocket 


Red or 
Yellow 
Stripes 
and 
Stitching 


Mioteciéss 
Zipper Leg 


Pants 


Smart 
Narrow 
Red Stripes 


Heavy 


Quilted 
Padding 


1717 San Agustin 
Laredo, TX 78040 
512/723-0682 
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FINISH FIRST 
RACING PRODUCTS 


Roto Grips % 
Interior rib minimizes possibility of blisters. 
Top quality rubber. 


2 Tire 


Jl Balancing 
ENS 


= Seal 


MONEY BACK IF YOU GET A FLAT 
No puncture flats for at least one year 
Fully balanced tires without weights 

IDEAL FOR 
e MOTORCYCLES 

e CAMPING TRAILERS 
e BOAT TRAILERS 

Only $4.95 per tire 


IT REALLY WORKS . . 


MX Gloves 

Top quality Leather. Available in Sm.-Med.- 
Lg. & Xtra Lg. If you don’t know your size, 
draw a picture of your hand. Colors—Tan or 
cream. 


T & C Helmets 

Finest Quality. Super Light Weight—S.H.C.A. 
and Calif. Hwy. patrol approved. Available 
in Ex. Sm.-Sm.-Med.-Lg.-Ex. Lg. Colors—Red- 
Green-Bronze (Fancy Design) & most standard 
solid colors. 


(Calif. Residents add 6% sales tax) 


1974 Catalog 50¢. 
Please add 50¢ for handling. 


Send check or money to: 


FINISH FIRST RACING 
PRODUCTS 
P.O. Box 395 
Artesia, California 90701 


(GREG LIFTS THE BLUE BOX 


AND STACK OF MONEY IS LY- 
ING THERE ON SILVER PLAT- 
TER — SMITH JUMPS UP AND 
DOWN DISPLAYING WIDE GRIN 
— THE AUDENCE ROARS ITS 
APPROVAL) 

Smith yells excitedly, “I won, I 
won!!! I won a thousand bucks!” 

“Uh, just a minute, Smith,” says 
Russ. “Don’t get too carried away. 
Remember, you played this round 
under AMA rules. Greg? Can we 
have the insurance rulebook, puh- 
leeze? Lemme see, rule 16A has a 
deductible clause in it for partici- 
pating AMA members that insists 
on a thousand dollars deductible. 
TD means, Smith, that after our 
er 5, How “bout that, folks? 
Let’s have a hand for Smith.” 

(AUDIENCE APPLAUDS, BUT 
NOT AS HEAVILY AS BEFORE) 

“OK, Smith, you're in a trading 
position,” says Russ temptingly. 
“How would you like to make a 
deal?” 

(SMITH NODS AFFIRMATIVE) 

“Right out and far on,” says Russ. 
“Now, would you like what’s behind 


BIG DADDY RAT 
YAMAHA < «HONDA Hpo Biggvama 
Ey =i 


aan’ 
=~ 


UKI 


Tas 


DKW ossa = en RICK 
Oy é ok a i 


is 
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T- SHIRTS $2.95 SWEATSHIRTS $4.50 ol 
Designs on both sides . . . Add $1.00 
Orders under $10 add .50 Pstg..& Hdlg. ff 


CATALOG FREE I 


yy” Brochure: | 
Black $3.50 $ 25c for PP 
Chrome $4.50 & Hdlg. 


RAT'S HOLE Bayona Ben, ria. 
Visit our Las Vegas store on the Strip 
ED m e a l a a a ee) ‘a 


curtain number two, curtain number 
one, or would you like what’s in this 
Preston Petty Unbreakable Toolbox/ 
Number Plate that Greg is holding 
up in the air? You have ten sec- 
onds to decide.” 

(AUDIENCE YELLS SUGGES- 
TIONS: “TAKE THE TOOLBOX” 
“NO, TAKE CURTAIN NUMBER 
ONE” “QUIT NOW WHILE 
YOURE BEHIND”) 

“Gosh, Pll take curtain number 
one, Russ. Sure hope I don’t get an- 
other zonker.” 

(CURTAIN WHIPS OPEN AND 
SIRENS, BELLS AND HORNS GO 
OFF — SOUNDS MUCH LIKE AN 
OLD MOVIE OF THE PEARL 
HARBOR BOMBING RAID. 
STANDING ON VELVET-COVER- 
ED PEDESTAL IS SHODDY 
LOOKING CHROMED CRASH 
BAR SET FOR A HARLEY 74) 

“You win the big one,” yells Russ 
excitedly, “the official AMA Touring 
Safety Bars, made by an outfit listed 
at one of our many illegal Post Of- 
fice Box Number businesses. Yes, 
these httle beauties are nationally 
advertised (in the AMA News, of 
course) and are designed to com- 


A_ tough durable g 
binder to keep those 
loose DIRT BIKE 
back issues jn. 
You'll really 
appreciate beingable 
to find that tech 
article, or feature 
bike at a moment's 
notice. A rich finish 
with DIRT BIKE’s 
emblem embossed in 
gold onthe backbone 
and cover. Order 
yours today. 


eres 
— yoo 
PLUS PRODUCTS, 
2732 Heritage Circle 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 
Please send me DIRT BIKE bind- 
ers. Enclose check or money order for 
$3.95 each plus 50¢ each postage 


Name 
Address 
City. 

\ State 


Zip 


pera D- LE 


A nannan oP 


pon | g 


qm PB ee eS 2 2 De 


DIRT BIKE 


pete unfairly with honest motor- 
cycle accessory manufacturers every- 
where. And Greg, what is Mister 
Smith’s prize worth?” 

“Well Russy, actual worth is $1.84, 
but the retail price is $39.95.” 

“Congrats, Smitty. They'll be de- 
livered to your home. Of course, 
there will be a small $42.52 delivery 
charge...” 

“$42.52!!!” yells Smith. “Howcum 
so much for a lousy delivery? I only 
live a few miles away.” 

“Whoa there, boy. The Motor 
Maids are going to hand deliver the 
prizes to your doorstep. . .” 

(SMITH SCREAMS AND RUNS 
FROM AUDITORIUM .... SEV- 
ERAL AMA OFFICIALS START 
TO BLOW WHISTLES ... A 
BLACK FLAG IS WAVED BE- 
CAUSE OIL HAS APPEARED ON 
THE STAGE ... THE PORTA- 
CAN IS OVERFLOWING 
PANDEMONIUM REIGNS .. . 
IS RUNNING 


EVERYONE 
AROUND IN SMALL CIRCLES 


WITH THEIR FINGERS WEDG- 
ED IN THEIR LEFT NOSTRIL 
_.. ALL THINGS CONSIDERED, 
IT’S PRETTY MUCH A NORMAL 
AMA MEETING. ) ° 


Size: 


SO "OD 


Name. <a 


t O XLG Q Color: 


-Bike 


Please send Mins M Shirts. 


Ist choice 


Some guys will do anything to get their 
picture in the new DIRT BIKE PHOTO ALBUM 


It wasn’t easy to top last years PHOTO 
ANNUAL. But we did it. The 2nd DIRT 
BIKE PHOTO ANNUAL is even more 
outrageous than last year. Only the 
most spectacular, exciting and bizarre 
photos meet the high standards of 
our editors. Over 100 motorcycle ac- 
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DIRT BIKE PHOTO ANNUAL D-312 

Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 
Enclosed is my check (or money order) 
for $ . Please send me 
copy(ies) of the DIRT BIKE PHOTO 
ANNUAL. $2.00 plus 50¢ postage and 
handling for each book ordered. 


tion shorts, 16 pages in full color. 
Name Dynamite shots of the super stars 
Address and the super goofs of DIRT BIKE 
: racing. And only a pittance of a price 
Olly $2.00 plus 50¢ for postage and 
State Zip handling. 


World Sports Announces Their 
Newest Style in M.X. shirts! 


.. . Padded Elbows . . . Nylon Vented .. . be one of the first 
to have your bike name on the sleeve! $12.95 each. ALSO the 
best unbreakable plastic fender on the market . . . guaranteed 
one full year. Colors: Red, White, Blue, Black, Yellow, Silver, 
Orange. Front: 4” — $3.95; Rear: 61⁄4” — $4.95. We'll back our 
jerseys and fenders with everything we have . . . Call and ask 
Nancy or Kathy about all of our products . . . (412) 836-1302. 


Write: Attn. Nancy or Kathy 
Send Check or M.O. to: 


WORLD SPORTS PRODUCTS, INC. 
HIGHLAND & WHITE STS. (421) 
GREENSBURG, PENNA. 45601 


Substitutions on colors will be made unless otherwise specified. 


Please send me _front rear fenders. 


= ——2nd. 


Number Sleeve 


Name. 


Address. 


City. 
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BITS & PIECES 
Cont'd. from page 12 
chassis left over. 

Would you believe a Maico motor 
in a Minnarelli? My sterling intellect 
tells me this wouldn't be the hot set- 
up, if only because of the fact that 
the motor would weigh more than 
the rest of the bike. 

Wait! My uncle-in-law Fred needs 
a new motor for his Weed-Master 
Deluxe two-passenger lawn mower! 
Now that would be a machine! A 
42-horsepower Weed-Master! 


kod kad v kod 


I noticed it just the other day. 
Certain subversive factions of dirt 
biking have recently become fashion 
conscious! 

No, I don’t mean the riders show 
up in tuxedos and top hats, but have 
you ever noticed the difference be- 
tween motocross riders, cross-coun- 
try freaks and enduro-types. Really 
shocking! 


Lance, the motocrosser, casually 


steps out of his $7000 van and non- 
chalantly brushes off his blue-with- 
gold-stripes, Nikita Khrushchev Rep- 
lica leathers. He then folds the tops 


These books make YOU the exper 


How to ride 


OBSERVED TRIALS 


just for fun! 


Carburetion 
Ignition 
Compression 
Air Density 
Gearing 
Altitude 
Measurement 
Procedures 
Records. 


Riding technique 
How to get started 


Modifying your bike’ Forms and charts you can use: 


Manes you a better dirt rider even if you never ride trials, 


How to ride 


Tuning for 


om toby e ight i he FIRST Ore 
Beginning to rise 
Frwog tha rough statt 
Sotsgup tor dit” 
ht running yoursett 


How to select, ride 
& maintain YOUR 


OBSERVED TRIALS 


just for fun 


160 pages/250 photos-drawings. 
Have fun at the booming sport of 
Observed Trials. This new book 
by Carl Shipman tells you how 
to get started on nearly any bike 
and develop your riding skills 
both for the fun of trials compe- 
tition and nearly any other kind 
of off-road riding that you like to 
do. Tells you now to get started, 
rules and procedures, how to or- 
ganize a club, and how to modify 
your present bike to make it bet- 
ter. Riding technique for the dif- 
ficult stuff is carefully explained 
and shown in pictures so you 
can understand it and start im- 
proving right away. An entertain- 
ing new book on a sport which 
offers challenge and lots of fun. 
Includes the Official Rules of the 
American Trials Association. $5 
+- 30 cents postage (or get it 
from your dealer). 

Satisfaction guaranteed! 


H.P. BOOKS 


PERFORMANCE 


114 pages/231 photos-drawings. 
Even if you've never done it be- 
fore, this book tells and shows 
you how to get utmost perfor- 
mance—whether you ride street 
or dirt. Details cycle carbs, igni- 
tion timing, compression and 
gearing. Charts, graphs and for- 
mulas take the mystery out of 
altitude, temperature, air den- 
sity. jet sizes, fuel/air ratios and 
much more. Shows you profes- 
sional methods for performance 
measurement and tuning with a 
RAD chart and useful record 
forms to use as you tune. 


Don't be misled by the title. Per- 
formance and good tune are as 
important to average riders as to 
racers. Some reviewers have said 
this book has too much in it. We 
don't see anything wrong with 
a book that tells it all. When 
you're doing something it helps 
a heck of a lot to understand 
it. Solves your tuning problems 
or your money back. $5.00 + 30 
cents postage (or get it from 
your dealer). 

Satisfaction guaranteed! 


TRAIL BIKE 


160 pages/220 photos-drawings 
tell it like it really is—details 
your dealer would give if he had 
a week to spend with you per- 
sonally. Tells and shows you ex- 
perts’ tricks so you will spend 
more time riding—less time fixin’ 
—and a lot less time falling off! 
Full details what you MUST know 
to buy a new or used trail bike. 
How to learn to ride correctly 
and easily ... complete how-to- 
ride series for hills, sand, mud, 
water, rough ground, rocks, 
banks, logs, pine needles, grass 
and ruts. Personal safety. What 
to wear to save your hide. How 
to keep your bike running—your- 
self: flat fixing. wheel balancing, 
which tires are best for what, 
chain care and much more. Set- 
ting up your bike for dirt riding. 
How to go camping with your 
trail bike. You just can’t imagine 
how complete it is until you get 
a copy in your hands. Every page 
offers more hard facts than a 
whole magazine article. $5 +- 30 
cents postage (or get it from your 
dealer). Satisfaction guaranteed! 


0 OOOO  —————e_ Řasy 


of his J-T socks down over his $75 
decorator-color boots in the correct 
manner and boldly straps on his me- 
ticulously waxed helmet—to which 
are clipped: a) his Jofa mouth guard, 
b) his smoke-tinted see-through vi- 
sor (with the convenient flip-up 
shield, and c) his Spanish super-duty 
goggles. Yes. 

He then collapses when he notices 
a stain on his figure-flattering chest 
protector. 

Now, compare Lance to the typi- 

cal desert or enduro freak. His name 
is usually Earl. His 1949 Chevy is 
just a taste dusty after driving 26 
miles over i weasel trail to get to the 
pits. His “leathers” are blue denim, 
and he sits on his ’68 Greeves strap- 
ping on Junior's little league shin 
guards. Luckily, Junior’s the catcher. 

Earl is exuding self-confidence now 
as he admires “the brand-new resol- 
ing job on his work boots. He can- 
nily makes use of his G.I. training by 
wrapping 34 pounds of cartridge belt 
around his waist with three canteens, 
signal flares, a small snack, etc., ete., 
etc. He then dons his shocking pink 
and lime green jumper top. Gotta 
be visible, “yknow. 

Now then. my thesis: What would 
happen if cross-country events and 
enduros had spectators all along the 
route? 

Obviously, everyone would cruise 
around in reir Malcolm Smith mod- 
el, belt-in-the-back I.S.D.T. jackets 
instead of T-shirts. Unless, of course, 
Malcolm wore a T-shirt. 

The September issue of DIRT 
BIKE would be sold out the first day 
because all the racers would be so 
excited about the new fall fashions. 

Webco would come out with a 
face guard made from high-tensile 
strength cellophane so fans could see 


ED 
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MARINA DEL REY 


Send $3.00 for 256 colorful page catalog with 
more than 5500 items. 


H.P. Books, Box 50640, ‘Dept. DB- 11 Tucson, AZ 85703 


i Please send i 
1 O How to select, ride and maintain YOUR TRAIL BIKE Allow 3 weeks for delivery į 
i O Tuning for PERFORMANCE AO RE ee E 
t O How to ride OBSERVED TRIALS Arizona residents add 15c sales ont 
l O All about MINIBIKES O Check o Money order I 
R . L 
l Enclosed is $ ($5.30 per book including postage & handling) I LET US MAKE YOUR BIKE GO FAST! 
1 Oe eee, eae mae ee: i (Trick Stuff) 
i i WE CARRY ALL OF THESE BRANDS: 
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the expressions on their heroes’ face. 

Carrying spare tools and parts 
would be strictly passé, since it 
would mean marring the bikes’ aes- 
thetic beauty. 

175-mile desert races would have 
easily-removable sprinklers installed 
just prior to the event, so the racers 
would not get soiled by unsightly 
dust. 

I’m afraid it’s all going to come to 

ass. It’s unavoidable. Yes, DIRT 
BIKE predicts these happenings to 
occur before mid-1974. Beware. 


kod * kod kod 


In case you haven't noticed, DIRT 
BIKE (unlike many other maga- 
zines), has been known to make less 
than favorable comments about 
some bikes and products. Although 
the industry isnt usually too happy 
with this, consumers are. 

Since weve earned this reputation 
for pointing out shortcomings in a 
somewhat snide manner, our pub- 
lisher has given us a set of tips to 
follow when were around industry 
reps: 

Tip 1: When receiving a test bike, 
comment, “I wonder if she'll hold 
up to the ol fourth story impact 
test?” 

Tip 2: When examining forks, 
sneer, “I wish they'd use a tenth of 
their adv ertising ‘budget to put a 
decent set of *c&+% forks on this 
porker!” 

Tip 3: For European bikes only, 
try, “I'd like to buy it, but the re- 
placement piston costs more than I 
make in a week!” 

Tip 4: For Jap bikes, try, “What 
development! Brand-new paint on 
the gas tank this year! I wonder 
when theyll make it candy-apple 
metalflake?” 

Tip 5: For just about any bike, 
use, “I’ve found that oiled bread 
makes a much better air cleaner 
than the stock unit in this particular 
machine.” 

These comments might prove use- 
ful to readers for establishing the 
proper relationship with obnoxious 
salesmen, etc. They should be used 
only in the presence of several other 
customers, however, and are guar- 
anteed to gain you the same Migs e 
that the DIRT BIKE staff has earned 
in past years. ə 


Use a spark arrestor 


DECEMBER 1973 


— 5 WOW WHAT THEY WANT- 
|_| Do You KNow WHERE 


To Ger iT? 


45385 - 


COMPETITION ACCESSORIES, LTD 
85 E. CHURCH STREET YENIA,OHIO 


513/372-6054 


e HOOKER ° REDLINE MIKUNI ° Fo2A FUEL 
DETEIBUTORS FOR °K XO ° TORSTEN HALLMAN ° WISECO 
e KENNEDY ° CALLER » T.C. *GEM 


GAME DAY UPS — DEALERS ONLY 


Power 


INJECTION 
Cable Lube 


BY 
“Freedom Products” 


Cable is inserted into aluminum clamp . . . 


FROG ycE;. coming.. 


ue) 


Complete cable lubrication in 
seconds. Easy to use. Lasting 
effect. 11 oz. can good for 
many lubes. Eliminates prob- 
lems caused by “Dry Cables.” 
First application will convince 
you. Pat. pend. injector clamp 
makes a tough job easy. $5.98 


—— per 11 oz. can plus injector. 


Dealer inquiries invited. 

To order send check or: mon- 
ey order plus $1.00 for ship- 
ping to: 

FREEDOM PRODUCTS DIVISION 
MASTER CARBIDE CO., 

13930 Stansbury. 

Detroit, Michigan 48227 
Phone 313-273-6250 


. and the Freedom cable lube is schpritzed 
for an instant juice job. 


. just one spray and the dirt leaps away!! 
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is delayed and reader requests re- 

fund, or if merchandise is returned 
C L A SSi Fi E D (in good condition in reasonable 

period of time). Display style ads 
permitted in classified section at dis- 
play advertising rates. 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for 
$2.00. 25¢ each additional word. 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 30¢ per word: 
minimum $10.00. 


DIRT BIKE Classified, Box 317, En- 
cino, California 91316. 


Onl d dverti - 
Se Spars Support your 
tion; maximum of 50 words. No in- local motocrosser 


voicing; payment must accompany 
orders, including firms on account 
with display advertising. No com- 


—_— — — ees 


1974 COOPER 250cc MOTOCROSS- 
ERS Available at FRANK’S CYCLE, 
RD #2, Newark Valley, N.Y. 13811; 
phone (607) 642-8340. Call, write or 
visit FRANK'S CYCLE to make ar- 
rangements for your new bike to- 
day. 

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED for Reids 
Moto X Recaps. L.A. and West Val- 
ley vicinity. Exclusive Area. Write 
Reid Tire Service, 9455 Magnolia 
Ave., Riverside, Ca. 92503. 


VERMONT VACATION — Endless dirt roads, 


missions, frequency rates or dis- CABLE TIES — $1.00 PER DOZEN trails. Beautiful green mountains, valleys, 
counts, Ads accepted on the condi- Write for quantity prices. Gene Pet- rivers. The Ark Lodge. (802) 496-3875. 
tion that advertiser agrees to refund tit, P.O. Box 5172, Houston, Texas Rates $3 to $5. Unique old farmhouse. 


readers’ money promptly if shipment 77012 


WE PASSED! $ 


Yes Sir, —we were wrung, sprung, bent, bruised and cut — but we passed The 
Great Dirt Bike Incredible Silencer Shootout (. .. WHEW!) 


Their comments: . .’"Good horsepower’, . ‘’The best selling of them all, 
probably”. Our thanks to the staff of Dirt Bike Magazine. 


pmnan a) 


Standard Silencer $9.95 Silencer/Spark Arrester Combo $15.95 
O y o j 
Large Flow Silencer $11.95 Large Flow Silencer/Spark Arrester $15:95 
J&R Silencer Products are available thru your Local Dealer 
= SILENCED BY ues For FREE CATALOG, Write to: 
\ J&R Mfg. Co., Dept. DBI2 
| 7738 Scout Ave. 
j Bell Gardens, California 90201 


213/927-3393 


B.O. M. Pous 


Factory Direct Prices 


FOOT PEGS 


For Yamaha, Suzuki, 
Kawasaki. $3.99 


MOTO-X BARS 
Black oxide. 3”, 4”, or 
5” height. All 38” wide. 
$12.00 value. $6.99 


ACCESSORIES 


Unbreakable Mud Flaps—All Colors..... 99¢ 
Unbreakable Number Plates .......... 2.89 


Moar HUES: -Saa a e ai a a a a ce Sage 2.99 

Gold Dot - Unilever nc. a ee ‘Boe 
Fully Guaranteed ie te ean “B06 

European Mx goggles ooo... ccc cesses $4.49 (even (Covers wwniew suites earn samen mien 6 1.89 
6 Ft. Motorcycle Tie DOWN «eno Slay pat | F Woy comarsian Revere 2 ieee 


Mail Check or Money Order to: B.0.M.P., 
P.O. Box 1405, Canoga Park, CA 91304 

Shipping Charges C.0.D. 
ITEM DESCRIPTION SIZE 


Universal—Fits most bikes ........... 595 
Water Proof Spark Plug Covers (Lodge) 


CLYMER REPAIRMAN MANUALS 
LIST: Yamaha 


QUAN. PRICE" 


*CAL. RES. 
NAME ADD 5% 


ADDRESS List exact year and model. 


All merchandise is top quality and fully 
guaranteed. 


CITY 
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Very clean. Restaurant, bar, entertainment. 
Route 100, Waitsfield, Vermont 95673. 


CUSTOM SILK SCREENING — T-shirts, stick- 
ons, labels, decals, ash trays. For price 
send sketch, size, quantity, colors to: Shoo- 
Ins, Inc., 7951 Whitaker Ave., Buena Park, 
California 90621. 
INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 
Alsport Distributing Co. 74 
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Atlanta Motorcycle Institute 105 
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STANDARD OR HEAVY DUTY 


681-4761 
359-4597 
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Honda of Piqua 13 


ACCESSORIES, 


GET ITALL TOGETHER... AT 


PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE FOR 


3] 2 
cs ia ‘| etnies OSSA 
: A z | FOR YO -NEW 1975 
How To Win At Racing 5j ž YAMAHA PARTS £ ACCESSORIES 
Hyland MV 86 < CATALOG ! BE SURE TO 250 PIONEER EXPANSION 
International Motorcycle Co. 105 k TELL EM ITS: CHAMBERS $29.95 
J & L Accessories 53 < ONLY A 
J & R Mfg. Co. 104] . DOLLAR! 175 & 250 STILETTO FULL 
JT Racing 12 | 2 7 COVERAGE SKID PLATES $25.95 
3 9 sa SS = =s 
Jones Matoaross T £ ; DY ec TELEPHONE iz PORTING FOR MOST 2-STROKE 
Kam Tech. RE Di: SA Oe ae E SINGLES . . . WRITE FOR PRICES 
Kendick Engineering 90 o W ma nonar oNN E esm 
Lancer Leathers gi 3 CAA ee pasie mRoouers > FOR COMPLETE PARTS LIST & 
Malcolm Smith Racing Products 10} 8 nr ders CATALOG 
Motocross Action Magazine 24 3 aS I es en z SEND 50¢ PLUS YEAR & MODEL 
Dave Meers Co. 9 2=*ALL YAMAHA MODELS. STREET AND DIRT *MAN.IF WE Q aie gy Sn cee ee ery, EE eta Wh 59 
aoe Allsport fr — NELSON’S M/C, Dept. D 
N-Duro Specialties 98 airy 2362 3rd Street, Riverside, Calif. 92507 
Nelson's M/C Repair 105 MAKE OF BIKE Telephone (714) 686-3383 
Ocelot Engineering 97 
Pabatco-Hodaka Motorcycles 8, 15 
Panther Motorcycle Div. 9 
Penton Imports 20 
Penzoil Co. 2 


Plus Products 21, 81, 88, 89, 93, 100, 101 

Power Rider Co. 64 

Powroll Performance 88 

Preston Petty Products 52 

Pro-Tech Products Co. 9 

R.G.G. Engineering & Development 92 

R & W Cycle Accessories 20 

Racecrafters International 75 

Racer's Pit Stop 99 

Rat's Hole 100 

RV World Magazine 97 

St. Louis Wire Tie Mfg. Co. 12 

Scott U.S.A. 80 

Simon Says 47 

South Bay Motorcycles 11 

Speedcenter U.S.A. 4 

Steve’s Bultaco 14 

Suzuki Fun Center 95 

T & M Engineering 8 

Ted Evans Motorcycle AS 102 

Torque Engineering — ons 94 

Torsten Hallman Racing Inc. 64 

Tyran 125- Mitsubishi Marketing 107 

Triumph Suzuki of Pomona 88 || Left — RIDING SLEEVES made from tcp | Center—LIGHTWEIGHT RIDING PANT 

Don Vesco Products Fi 97 American cowhide lined with Nylon Tri- Built pracy like our Rokguard Pail 
r cot® fully padded from wrist to top of [Pant but we've made them of toug 

UPS SS Uz UK racers secant E EE 6 shoulder. awning nylon. Ideal for any kind of rid- 

Bill Walters Leathers W 64 || Price eeesererreereerernrrieen P a 

Webco, Inc. sme l Left — MOTO-X PANTS. Made from the | ° Exc ioniye Rokauard o in knees 

White’s Pit Stop . 14 same Jor quality leather as our sleeves. = Adverts vakat MEIR 


waistband 

e Large Velcro®) closed pocket 
e Completely washable 

¢ 100% nylon — will not shrink 
PIGE orori cinrsvnes, ERREA 4 nAi 39.95 


World Sports Products, Inc. x 93, 101 


Double thick reinforced seat 
and crotch 

Full hip and knee padding 
Zippered front pocket plus change 
pocket 

Lined at knees only for cooler 


Rokguard™ an exclusive feature of American Leathers is a 
unique combination of hard plastic and soft foam.Designed 
to provide the safety and comfort demanded of all dirt 
bike riding and essential for Moto-X racing. 

Circle size and color desired: 


Reh 5 12686 aa a aa aa 


Right — MOTO-X PANTS. Our Top-of-the- 
line pant exclusive Velcro® adjustable 
waistband. Exclusive Rokguard™ in the 
knees (See insert) to insure protection 


The Booming Motorcycle Industry 
and have an exciting high-paying 
career doing what you dig most! 


\ h i Ii, ROMO Sleeve? arinina nR NE DR < EJ 

Home study and residence training avail- e E e padding is Small Medium Large X-Large i 
3 3 E i TM 

able on all types of motorcycles. For in- e Full Nylon Tricot® lining 2 Nolo Pan EE V PAET E EA Z 


e Velcro® closed waist pocket 
¢ Styled racing stripe 
e Massive hip padding 


Black Blue Red Brown Gold 
28, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35; 36, 38 
Kids sizes 22, 24, 26 


formation send the coupon below to: 


ATLANTA 


PEE. sete sans oF amen soe 64.95 ee 
MOTORCY | f : è Women’s sizes 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
O So! a ac Kids! Sizes! E E 54.95 4. Lightweight nding pini (C mie aire above) was g 
Smyrna, Georgia 30080 Left — MOTO-X BOOT z Rue Silver Black Orange 
404/432-4279 e Finest Workmanship . oto- GES! sap cana E E N mia anera Sun o 
: e Thick oiled leather for durability 7 8 10° Ti “12 


e Smooth neolite sole with 
sloped heel 
e Heavy shin and ankle padding 
for maximum comfort 
e Elastic top keeps out dirt & water 
e 5 Husky roller buckles 


Please send my free career information to: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY COUNTY 


Guarantee — American Leathers guarantees for a period of 60 days to repair or replace any product 
found by American Leathers, upon inspection, to be defective in either materials or workmanship. Ex- 
cludes normal wear. 

Send 10.00 deposit (Check or money order) Balance and freight C.O.D. If full amount is sent you save 
freight and C.O.D. charges! Calif. residents add sales tax. 

AMERICAN LEATHERS COMPANY 6913 Alcove Ave., North Hollywood, Calif. 91605 


STAGE: 2 “ZIP 


PHONE 


(213) 982-1639 
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CRASH AND BURN 


I can fly, I know I can fly if I just flap my arms fast enough; won‘t that surprise that Bultaco when | pass him in the air. 


we 


P 


Photo by Butch Moomaw, 
Houston, Texas, who was 
heard to remark, “He'll i 
never get off the ground.” 
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DIRT BIKE 


We SECONDS 


inthelife of aTyran 


Introducing the Tyran 125MX. 


The bike that owns the turns. 

Cycle World tested it for themselves. 
They found this new British entry delivers 
both handling and speed — the combination 
you need to win. 

It’s ready to race at only 190 pounds. 

And it’s got brakes you don’t have to 
ask twice. 

And its long wheel base gives you 
54.5” of stability. 

The frame’s by Wassell, the English- 
men who took this year’s Queens’ Award. 
They use Reynolds 531 tubing, the new feath- 
erweight alloy that comes on strong. 

That super-light frame is powered bya 
Sachs 21 HP SAE engine. With a 6-speed, 
close shifting gear box. So you’ve got the 
extra power and response to start you on top. 

And keep you on top. 

Of the 30 machines bouncing off 
berms here in the U.S. since March, five have 
already pulled down first or second money in 
competition. 

What more can you ask? A top notch 
contingency program. Check out the exciting 
new Tyran 125MX — plus Tyran’s 250 and 
400 models — at your dirty bike dealer today. 

Tyran. We play dirty. 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


Mitsubishi International Corporation - Annex 
124 Leuning Street 
South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 


ee 


Jim Yeager beating the berms at Westhampton on the new Tyran 125MX. 


Honda puts its reputation 


If the Honda reputa- 
tion for excellence 
means to you what it 
means to millions of 
Honda motorcycle 
owners, you'll want to 
visit one of the many 
Honda dealers featuring 
Hondaline™ apparel. 

Hondaline apparel is a 
group of quality products 
designed to help protect you while 
you're on the road or the trail. And 
they're designed for a neat, comfortable 
fit as well. There’s something for every- 
one, too. For example, Hondaline boots, 
jackets and jerseys come in youngsters’ 
and women’s sizes. 

Safety first — but stylish. 

Hondaline helmets are constructed of 
laminated fiberglass, bonded into a 
solid, one-piece shell. They passed the 
tough Snell test with flying colors. Talk 
about colors. Hondaline helmets are 
possibly the best looking helmets 
around. Some are even color-coordinated 
to Honda motorcycles. Inside, they're 
cushioned for snugness, comfort and 
shock absorption. 

Hondaline jerseys are made of 100% 
nylon mesh. They’re lightweight and 
tough, with double layers of nylon at the 
shoulders and elbows for extra protec- 
tion. You can get them in several colors, 
with or without the trademark “Honda? 

Hondaline shirts are long-sleeved, 
double-knit nylon, with reinforced el- 
bows for extra wearability and protec- 
tion. They bear the trademark “Honda” 


This line. 


on the chest and are available in a variety 
of exciting color combinations. 
Wear-anywhere jackets. 

Hondaline jackets are so good- 
looking you'll want to wear them even 
when you're not riding. Our jackets are 
full cut, with elasticized waistbands and 
wind flaps under the zippers. Choose 
from two styles in four colors; two with 
Scotchlite™ safety stripes and two in 
metallic gold or silver. All of them 
feature stretchable, snug-fitting cuffs, 
zippered side pockets; some styles in- 
clude Velcro collars and expandable 
“action” backs. 

For cold weather riding, you can add 
an optional liner to Hondaline jackets. 
These liners are quilted for comfort, 
with four layers of material for warmth. 

As for gloves, it’s what we took out of 
them that makes them outstanding. The 
palms are seamless, which means there’s 
a lot less chance you'll get blisters, no 
matter how long you wear them. Palms 
are made strictly from quality-grain cow- 
hide; backs are handsome split cowhide. 

Hondaline in-the-boot leathers are 
tailored only in quality-grain cowhide. 


on the line. 


Inside, the linings are 
nylon for comfort, with 
full padding at the knee 
and hip, plus an extra 
layer of leather at the 
thigh and seat area. Leg 
zippers are heavy-duty 
brass; belt loops are large 
and strong. You'll agree 
our new leathers look 
~~" and feel great. And great 


to have on in dirt country! 


Two styles of boots. 

Hondaline boots are rugged, comfort- 
able and good-looking. You can choose 
from lace or buckle types. The buckle 
style features thickly padded, water- 
resistant, knee-high shin guards. Plus 
double nylon stitching at major stress 
points. And hard box safety toes, spring 
steel arch supports, cushioned insoles. 
There’s extra padding at ankle and 
collar areas. And soles are oil-resistant. 
Lace-style Hondaline boots retain most 
of the major features, but are somewhat 
lower in cost. 

That’s the Hondaline apparel group. 
See them and try them on at many 
Honda motorcycle dealerships. Since 
you can try before you buy, there’s no 
guesswork about what you're getting 
into. 

With the Honda reputation riding on 
Hondaline apparel, we wouldn’t have it 
any other way. 


PHONDALINES 


From the most experienced name in motorcycling. From Honda. 


For a free color brochure describing Hondaline apparel, write: American Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. ZH, Box 50, Gardena, Calif. 90247. ©1973 AHM. 
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